The Digger No.18 June-July 1973 by Fraser, Virginia et al.
University of Wollongong 
Research Online 
The Digger Historical & Cultural Collections 
6-23-1973 
The Digger No.18 June-July 1973 
Virginia Fraser 
Phillip Frazer 
Helen Garner 
Alistair Jones 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/digger 
Recommended Citation 
Fraser, Virginia; Frazer, Phillip; Garner, Helen; and Jones, Alistair, (1973), The Digger No.18 June-July 1973, 
High Times Pty Ltd, Melbourne, 12p. 
https://ro.uow.edu.au/digger/18 
Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information 
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au 
The Digger No.18 June-July 1973 
Description 
Lift-out Watergate supplement / Zappa in Australia / Godfathers of the NSW ALP / Victoria's Ford factory 
strike / Dope laws in Queensland. 
Publisher 
High Times Pty Ltd, Melbourne, 12p 
This serial is available at Research Online: https://ro.uow.edu.au/digger/18 
Zappa in  Sydney t  Dope and the D eep N orth
Ford w orkers jack-up  # B lueprin t for Survival
NIXON, BIG BUSINESS, 
THE MAFIA &
THE CIA
WATERGATE 
LIFT-OUT DOSSIER
Page 1 ►
$10,000 for a few words w ith two sensitive cops
by Gabriel Lafitte
Adelaide’s free rock concerts started around June 1971 largely 
on the initiative of the Red Angel Panic band, which saw free 
music in the parks as a way of bringing musical politics/political 
music to the people. The Sunday afternoon concerts were never 
advertised, but word spread. At the first concert 200 kids showed 
up. By the sixth, there were 3000 kids lying on the grass, several 
bands on stage, street theatre groups performing in The Advertiser 
sound shell. Naturally, the media reacted, and so did the vice 
squad. Rock, not revolution. We never gave you permission to put 
on street theatre — that’s politics, and we don’t want any politics.
One week, a large papier mache 
penis walked on stage, squirted a can 
of shaving cream from its tip, and 
was arrested.
Radical signs started appearing, 
more and more kids were busted for 
obscenity, assault, resisting arrest, 
drunkenness and drugs. Half of them 
were juveniles. The police contingent, 
became bigger week by week, and 
their equipment more sophisticated: 
uniformed or plain clothes, armed or 
unarmed, they carried walkie-talkies, 
still and movie cameras, tape re­
corders.
On Sunday, August 29, 1971, 
some Melbourne visitors performed a 
small piece of street theatre at the 
Elder Park free concert.
THE
MAIL
I read with disappointment your 
supposed survey of the Australian 
film .industry. It seemed that little 
research was carried out and there 
was a disturbing lack of information 
or alternatively editorial comment on 
the film business. Those people 
quoted in your story, and I myself 
was one of them, were only a small 
section of what is happening in film 
in this country. Peter Weir is 
■mentioned on your cover and yet 
nothing about his new film or for 
that matter a number of other 
interesting projects are covered in the 
survey. For my part, I talked at 
length with your reporter but was 
only quoted for a passing comment I 
made about the Sydney film makers 
co-operative cinema.
Making a living out of films is 
difficult and one has to be very 
positive to succeed. In taking only 
the negative aspect of my interview 
you did me an injustice, and taken 
out of context, as the quote was, 
only helped to stir animosity 
between my cinema and the co-op. 
Healthy criticism is good, but 
attempting to play on the fact that 
the Manly Silver Screen and the film 
makers cinema both use the slogan of 
film makers’ cinemas, seems to be a 
point hardly worth making. Digger 
you let us down, the alternative 
media doesn’t have to be sloppy to 
be alternative.
You promised an interesting 
survey on the film industry and 
publicised your issue on the strength 
of the feature. What appeared wa's a 
series of short disjointed statements.
How about redeeming yourself by 
doing a full survey on the films in 
production, the co-ops, the in­
dependent cinemas, the successes and 
failures of the past few years and the 
people to apply to when seeking a 
film grant, not forgetting some 
in-depth interviewing with the people 
getting it on in celluloid.
Love and Peace,
David Elfick,
Silver Screen,
Manly, NSW
Movie stars
If Graeme Blundell is less than 
grossly misreported in Philip Frazer’s 
article (Digger No. 17) then his 
attitude to the A.P.G. and acting in 
general is even more puzzling than 
one would have supposed. His views 
have always been, on the most 
generous possible description, prag­
matic — but lately he changes so 
quickly and readily that his 
statements can only be seen as 
self-contradictory.
The a .P.G. reaction to Graeme’s 
reported bitterness towards that 
group is one of general bewilder­
ment. If he is so dissatisfied, one
There had been several arrests in 
the audience by 4 p.m. when the 
street theatre performers stepped on 
stage.
I announced to the crowd that I 
was a sociologist, and would like to 
say a few words about the police, 
who were such a misunderstood lot 
that a few facts might help make 
them more appreciated. There were a 
few boos. Who’s this dickhead think 
he can calm everyone down?
“I have here,” I began, indicating 
a folder, “the results of a survey of 
the Queensland police force, conduc­
ted by a Dr Percy Brikorn, which was 
published in,volume 69 of the Inter­
national Journal of Penilology.
“The learned doctor found that
no less than 83 per cent of his 
subjects were functionally impotent 
— functional impotence meaning, ac­
cording to accepted standards, an 
inability to maintain an erection for 
more than 120 seconds. Dr Brikorn 
was so astonished by this finding, 
that he sought to verify it empricially 
with a peter meter, and discovered 
that it was correct.
“This finding related only to 
policemen’s potency with their 
wives, and the doctor began to 
wonder whether the same situation 
applied outside of the marital con­
text, in work-related situations.
“And to his surprise he found that 
47 per cent of his sample were 
potent when shown a picture of their 
mother, 53 per cent when shown a 
picture of their father, a higher per­
centage still when engaged in what 
has been termed ‘encounters’ with 
adult males, and a still higher per­
centage in encounters with juvenile 
males. An amazing 92 per cent were 
found to be potent in what the 
Crimes Act refers to as ‘the abomin­
able crime of buggery’, particularly 
where pigs were involved. However, 
the doctor discovered there was only 
one situation where all of his samples 
proved potent. That was when police 
were engaged in restraining the activi­
ties of attractive young demon­
strators, using the utmost of physical 
force to that end.”
After the first figure of the statis­
tics, I noticed two tall, muscular 
men, conspicuously trying to look 
inconspicuous in their short hair and 
casual clothes, starting to pick their 
way through the crowd. As they 
advanced toward the stage, the 
laughter grew louder and louder. The 
two men coming down the slope 
weren’t laughing. The cry went up, 
“Cops, cops, cops!” and as they 
mounted the stage, I managed to 
complete the phrase about the 
abominable act of buggery, then 
exited stage left, making a clean 
getaway, but 10 minutes later walked 
back into the park and was arrested.
The arresting officer was one of 
the two men who had started moving 
in as soon as the words police and 
impotence were first heard in the one 
sentence. His name is Michael Ken­
neth Clayton, then 25 years old, 
known to his friends as Mick, the 
product of a Catholic education.
Michael Kenneth Clayton was one 
of the three South Australian police 
force vice squad members who re­
signed after refusing to answer ques­
tions or appear before the coroner’s 
inquiry into the drowning of George 
Duncan, who was pushed into the
themselves have a right to complain 
if they feel other actors are 
jeopardising the production.
Most puzzling of all is Graeme’s 
attitude to women. The A.P.G. has 
developed, since Betty Can Jump, a 
high degree of awareness of the 
special problems of women, and 
Graeme himself has always been 
enthusiastic about women’s rights. 
His last piece of work for the group 
was the direction of Mrs Thally F., 
wth an entirely female cast, about 
which he was quoted (Digger no. 14) 
as saying: “ I like working with 
women. The group seems more 
tightly knit . . .  A new style has 
emerged, and it’s based on the 
women’s style. As a director, you 
throw in ideas or energy and they’re 
taken up and developed in a way 
men can’t do.” He also obviously 
took pleasure in working with
Torrens River “by persons un­
known” in May 1972.
My arrest finished the street 
theatre and the concert. For half an 
hour a tense crowd and a tenser 150 
police milled round each other. A few 
more people were arrested.
At 5 o’clock most of the remain­
ing 1000 people marched to police 
headquarters and shouted solidarity 
with the prisoners inside. The 19 
arrested at Elder Park were soon 
joined by four people grabbed for 
chucking things at the cops outside.
Michael Kenneth Clayton came to 
my cell and asked casually, “What 
was that word you said before im­
potence?” (The word was functional, 
but perhaps he thought he heard 
something else). I stood at my cell 
door politely not answering Clay­
ton’s questions. Clayton, however, 
was trying to be friendly, so I was 
able to find out the name of the 
arresting officer, his age, the fact that 
he had been in the vice squad for a 
year or so, and that I was to be 
charged with offensive language. 
Later in court, Clayton swore on 
oath that this conversation never 
took place.
Most of the defendants pleaded 
guilty next day and got fines of $10 
to $30. I refused to plead, and the
women in Alvin Purple, but this was 
clearly a different kind of pleasure, 
since it resulted in . his seemingly 
constant fear of an erection.
Women will not be so enthusiastic 
about Alvin Purple. It is clearly a 
blatantly sexist film — Graeme 
admits that even he could not 
rationalise his way around that fact, 
and — surprisingly in a man so 
conscious of feminism — he seems 
hardly to have tried. From Frazer’s 
rundown of the plot, it is apparent 
that the only function of women in 
the film is to be fucked (or refuse to 
be, or yearn to be fucked), by our 
hero. Not the most challenging film 
for women actors, who would have 
had little opportunity to display 
their special style of acting. Graeme’s 
favorite scene, the one where he has 
Debbie Nankervis screaming, for him
magistrate entered a plea of not 
guilty.
My trial was in early November. It 
lasted for five days and the guts of it 
was the testimony of vice squad 
officers, Constables Clayton and 
Gully. Both testified that they were 
deeply offended by the words used 
by the defendant, one of them add­
ing “because I am a policeman, and 
the speech stated that police are 
homosexuals” . Constable Clayton in­
sisted that he was offended by the 
speech in its entirety, but Constable 
Gully, under cross-examination, nar­
rowed what he took offence down to 
two words. Those two words, he 
said, were erection and buggery, 
which he found inherently offensive 
if uttered in public. Both police 
witnesses denied that the word bug- 
gery had been used as part of a 
quotation from the Crimes Act 
which it was their duty to enforce.
After five days, the sentence: no 
fine would be imposed at all. Instead, 
28 days hard labor, to start im­
mediately, followed by a three year 
good behavior bond, one condition 
of which was that I stay out of the 
State of South Australia until 
November 11, 1974. And so straight 
to the watch-house again, stripped of 
everything, even glasses this time, 
and then to jail.
to rape her, was doubtless less 
enjoyable for her than it was for him. 
He shows little sympathy with her 
complaint that as an actress she has 
been restricted to tit roles and 
exploited as a sex object. He seems 
to like it that way.
Graeme’s analysis of the film 
industry is weird to say the least. He 
claims that the function of films like 
Alvin Purple is to fiiiance “the 
serious ones like Williamsdii’s” . This 
implies that the “serious” ones can’t 
pay for themselves, a doubtful claim 
in view of the success of Libido and 
Stork (not so serious, but still 
Williamson’s); and a damaging one, 
since Campus wouldn’t be likely to 
get any financial backing if it wasn’t 
going to make money for itself. It is 
generally hoped that the Australian 
film industry now has a healthy
wonders, why has he never 
mentioned it at meetings and open 
forum discussions, where members 
are free to air their grievances? It is 
the atmosphere of constant self- 
criticism which gives the A.P.G. its 
present vitality and democratic 
structure. Every member has a very 
real opportunity — indeed, obligation 
— to participate m all decision­
making. Is this the “heavy political 
shit” to which Graeme refers? It is, 
probable that the group would 
function more efficiently, if less 
harmoniously, under an autocratic 
administration, with actors simply 
doing as they are told; but the group 
itself (Graeme included) decided that 
this sort of structure was not 
desirable. A.P.G. members feel that 
having full responsibility for what 
they are doing is essential to 
job-satisfaction.
Graeme’s only actual criticism of 
the group, as quoted in the article, is 
that they “rehearse a show for four 
weeks with a director who’s never 
directed and actors half-pissed or 
half-stoned.” It is A.P.G. policy to 
encourage new directors, and the 
success of this policy, artistically and 
financially, can be measured this year 
alone by the phenomenal success of 
Dimboola and Beware o f Imitations, 
both of which employed new
directors. And if Graeme has worked 
with actors “half-pissed or half- 
stoned” he has never complained 
about it; indeed, he could only 
complain to himself, since he has1 
almost always participated in produc­
tions as director or co-director, with 
whom responsibility for discipline 
ultimately lies. Anyway, because of 
the structure of the A.P.G., actors
Less than 24 hours later, I was out 
on appeal, and five months later, my 
appeal was heard. A full bench of the 
South Australian Supreme Court 
took two days to decide that, for 
purely technical reasons, the convic­
tion should be quashed. This meant 
that the charge still stood, and there 
could be a re-trial; the judges then 
decided that the charge should be 
dismissed, but only because the de­
fendant had had all the hassle of 
driving to Adelaide and back to 
Melbourne several times, and that 
would do.
All costs were borne by the State, 
meaning every South Australian tax­
payer, with the total coming to 
around $10,000 altogether. The SA 
Council for Civil Liberties also 
poured money and a very good 
lawyer into defending the case.
The day I heard I was a free man 
again, eight months after my arrest 
and a month after the Supreme 
Court heard the appeal, I was in 
Adelaide, taking part in a mora­
torium march.
During the march I saw Con­
stables Clayton and Gully notice me, 
and point me out to their superior.
Two hours later, George Duncan 
was drowned in the Torrens River, 
after being pushed in “by persons 
unknown.”
future which need- not place any 
reliance on the money that can be 
made from skin flicks. It is 
unfortunate that Graeme appears to 
think otherwise.
One of us, as another short-lived 
“new movie star”, has learned the 
value of discretion in this shaky 
business. A certain professional 
integrity is essential in this kind of 
work where so much of the talk is in 
fact highly confidential and poten­
tially dangerous to the people one 
works with: the system is based on 
uncertainty, planning is always 
tentative and highly susceptible to 
public opinion. The attitude Graeme 
displays is not one of co-operation. 
Bruce Spence & Jenny Walsh 
North Carlton, Vic.
ERROR
An article in the June 1973 issue 
of The Digger claimed that a building 
in Redfern had been privately sold 
to John Fairfax and Sons at a time 
when the Foundation for Aboriginal 
Affairs was negotiating to buy the 
building. The Digger has since been in­
formed that Sungravure, a company 
with which John Fairfax and Sons 
is associated, was asked to make an 
offer on the building and chose not 
to consider any purchase in view of 
the importance placed on the prop- 
ertybythe Foundation for Aboriginal 
Affairs.
The Digger regrets this error.
NEWPLANS
Some time back The Digger 
issued a distress call.
We were broke, owed money 
to the wrong people, and had to cut 
production to monthly schedule.
Since that appeal we have rec­
eived cheques for $10 to pay for $3 
subscriptions, unsecured, long-term 
loans from our followers — like the 
farming couple from Springvale who 
sent $50 each — and offers of rent- 
free offices and telephones.
All this, a rising circulation, 
and extraordinary advertising totals 
from ad manager Cleary who has 
given up smoking has combined to 
make Digger finances almost viable.
The next issue of The Digger, 
number 19, will probably be on sale 
in three weeks time, July 14. Number 
20 will possibly be two weeks after 
that, and thence The Digger might 
well be fortnightly again.
To those who gave, thanks. To 
those who may, please do.
June 23—July 14
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Whales and the ecosystem
Moby at bay
Whales, the largest creatures ever 
to inhabit the earth, are facing 
extinction under the onslaught of 
modern commercial humans.
Whales have been used for 
hundreds and possibly thousands of 
years by man as a source of high 
grade protein food, bone, ambergris 
and oil which more recently has been 
used as a lubricant in various kinds of 
high-speed machinery.
There were no controls on whale 
catches until the international 
whaling commission was formed in 
1946, and as a result many species 
are either extinct or nearly extinct.
For example: Some breeding 
stocks of the Humpback whale found 
in the Pacific, Antaractic and 
Atlantic Oceans had been completely 
destroyed by the early nineteenth 
century. In the oceans off eastern 
Australia and New Zealand, the 
Himpback population is down to an 
estimated 600 to 1300 from an 
estimated original unfished popula­
tion of 11,00.
The population of Sei Whales, 
found in the Antarctic and Pacific 
Oceans, has dropped by one third — 
55,000 — through fishing, between 
1963 and 1967; and the Fin whale, 
population found in the same oceans, 
reduced from an estimated 110,000 
in 1955 to 33,000 in 1963.
Whales used to be sighted 
frequently all along the eastern 
Australian coast. The cliffs around 
Portland, Victoria are littered with 
the bones of whales whose blubber 
used to be hauled across the bay for 
boiling down at the beginning of this 
century; children at the Catholic 
Convent school at Yamba, NSW used 
to see whales out to sea from the 
verandah where they said their 
rosaries in the morning in the late 
1950s; also in the fifties, whale 
sightings off Surfers Paradise Queens­
land were fairly common.
There are no whales in any of 
these places today.
Two organisations, Friends of the 
Earth (which describes itself as a 
multi-national conservation group 
dedicated to the restoration, con­
versation and rational use of the 
ecosphere) and Project Jonah (an 
international society devoted to the 
protection- and understanding of all 
species of whales, dolphins and 
porpoises) are calling for the an end 
to all commercial whaling.
The Whale Campaign manual, 
jointly produced by the two 
organisation^ says that whaling is 
neither necessary nor ecologically 
sound, and that there are other 
animal, vegetable and mineral pro­
ducts to satisfactorily replace ail 
whale products.
They are also calling for the 
closure of Australia’s sole remaining 
whaling station near Albany, Western 
Australia, owned by Cheyne’s Beach 
Holdings Ltd.
Whales belong to the species 
phylum Cetecea. The largest of them, 
the Blue whale, has been known to 
reach a length of 100 feet — a 
creature about twice as high as an 
elephant and eight times as long — 
and weigh 160 tons.
Whales are divided into two 
groups: Baleen whales, which instead 
of teeth have enormous sieves of 
baleen of whalebone in which they 
trap small planktonic organisms. 
Toothed whales feed on fish and
squid and the largest of them, the 
Sperm whale, also feed on cuttlefish. 
The cuttlefish bones irritate the 
whale’s intestine causing it to exude 
ambergris which has been used for 
centuries as a perfume fixative.
The Manual also claims that the 
International Whaling Commission is 
too weak to properly enforce the 
whaling regulations they . f o m m l a t e .  
For example, fines for illegal catches 
depend first upon the impartiality of 
the inspector, and then fines are only 
applied to the master and crew of the 
fishing vessel, not the company 
which is still allowed to keep and 
profit from the illegal catch.
Member countries can unilaterally 
decide not to act on the Com­
mission’s rulings without penalty and 
can also sail under the flags of the 
two countries — Chile and Peru -  
which belong to an alternative 
organisation, the Commission for the 
Exploitation and and Conservation 
of the Marine Resources of the South 
Pacific. This organisation has 
different rulings on permissible 
catches and Japanese whalers were 
able to get around a 1967 IWC ban 
on Blue whale hunting by forming 
companies in Chile and continuing 
blue whaling under Chilean flags of 
convenience.
The Commission replies that if it 
declared a total ban on whaling it 
would have to close down, leaving no 
control over whaling at all.
The Manual says that it would 
take at least 25 years of whale 
schools to begin to recover from 
several hundred years of depredation 
by the human race, and that their 
recovery is essential to the ecosystem 
and as a possible antidote to human’s 
chronic food shortages. Whale meat 
is at present used mainly in pet 
foods.
“Whales represent, at the very 
least, an efficient way of con­
centrating protein derived originally 
from the phytoplanktonic organisms 
to utilise the sun’s energy,” the. 
manual says: “As such, whales are 
potentially a very important long­
term protein resource. If the 
cetacean plankton harvesters are 
done away with, and if a hungry 
world of humans wants access to the 
plankton’s protein, other harvesting 
techniques must be introduced.
“ First the technology "applied is 
energy and resource-intensive 
whereas Balleen whales hunt plank­
ton without consuming non- 
,renewable resources. Unlike Balleen 
whales, ships do not have a function 
in the ocean life cycles and do not 
return nutrients to the oceans for 
other organisms to thrive on.
“Secondly, as the total living mass 
(biomass) of the whale decreases, 
more nutrients and energy pass to 
the remaining organisms. The result' 
is an increase in their populations — 
in our terms a pest problem — and a 
generally less stable environment. 
This has been the consequence on a 
number of occasions when natural 
predators or organisms high in the 
food chain have been eliminated 
from  formerly more stable 
ecosystem.”
“The destruction of the whale 
population could therefore trigger 
off greater problems which have not 
yet become apparent to humans. We 
do not know exactly what the 
consequences will be.
Stocking up
According to the International 
Institute for Peace Research -  
(SIPRI) — arms purchases by Third 
World nations have increased twice as 
fast as the gross national product for 
those nations.
In its most recent report — 
entitled “World Armament and 
Disarmament” — the peace research 
organization — which is financed by 
the Swedish Congress — says that the 
import of weapons into Third World 
countries has increased on an average 
of ten percent a year since 1950. 
That rate is twice as fast as the 
increase in the Third World’s gross 
national product.
The report noted that at present 
35 Third World nations possess 
supersonic fighter jets. It also noted 
that since the signing of the SALT 
agreements in 1972 — which were 
supposed to limit the growth of 
nuclear weapons — the number of 
nuclear warheads has increased from 
5890 to 7040 in the U.S. and from 
2170 to 2260 in the Soviet Union.
* * *
Pro union
The city of San Francisco — now 
has America’s first prostitute’s union. 
It’s called “Coyote — A Loose 
Woman’s Organization,” it’s opera­
ting on a $5000 grant and includes 
many of the city’s most prominent 
and respected citizens on its advisory 
board.
The name Coyote was selected — 
according to the Union’s organizer, 
Margo St. James — because that, | 
animal is supposed to be the most 
promiscuous mammal on earth.
Ms. St. James, who founded and 
heads the group and is a one-time 
prostitute says, the new union will 
work to provide legal services for 
arrested prostitutes, as well as try to 
educate the public to the problems 
faced by the practitioners of the 
world’s oldest profession.
He He He
Fish fight
In what has to have been a first 
for the small, quiet nation, hundreds 
of Icelanders attacked the British 
embassy in their country last 
Thursday, breaking every window in 
the building. One British diplomat 
was injured. The demonstration 
followed a rally in the center of the 
Icelandic capital of Reykjavik. At the 
rally thousands of Icelanders heard 
their country’s Fishing Minister 
describe the entry of British warships 
into Icelandic coastal waters as an 
“invasion.”
The demonstration and rally 
followed reports that British Naval 
vessels had interferred with attempts 
by the Icelandic Coast Guard to cut 
the fishing lines of British trawlers 
fishing within Iceland’s claimed fifty, 
mile off-shore fishing zone.
Iceland extended its off-shore 
border last year in an effort to 
protect its fishing industry. Fishing 
accounts for 80 percent of the 
Icelandic economy and the possible 
over-exploitation of the cod around 
the island could have disastrous 
consequences for the small nation. 
Despite a United Nations resolution
defending the right of nations over 
natural resources found on their 
continental shelf, Britain has now 
sent the Royal Navy in to protect 
their trawlers.
As a result, Iceland has forbidden 
British airplanes from using airfields 
on the island — embarrassing the 
entire NATO alliance. The demons­
trations are unprecedented in Ice­
landic history. The closest similar 
outbreaks surrounded Iceland’s entry 
into NATO several years ago, but 
those demonstrations were complete­
ly non-violent.
Hungry
Six small countries in West Africa 
are faced with the prospects of mass 
starvation due to a five-year drought 
in that area, according to a report 
from the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization.
The Director of that organization 
said that unless some $15 million in 
extra aid is provided to the six 
nations, as many as one-third of the 
area’s 30 million population could, 
starve. He said that 10 million people 
are already showing signs of 
weakness and malnutrition, and some 
are dying.
Meanwhile, European Common 
Market countries agreed to adopt a 
resolution calling on the officials to 
“take, as a matter of priority, all 
practical measures to eliminate the 
famine in the countries of Africa 
concerned.”
These countries are Mauritania, 
Senegal, Mali, Upper Volta, Niger 
and Chad.
* * *
Grave risk
The search for what some people 
believe was a flying saucer which, 
crashed into a windmill in Aurora, 
Texas back in_ 1897 is continuing
International UFO investigator 
Hayden Hewes believes that the pilot 
of the UFO is buried in the cemetery 
in Aurora. He is seeking legal 
clearance to get the grave dug up. 
County Judge John Winder is against 
the idea, and so are a lot of the other 
folks in Wise Country. In fact, the 
Aurora Cemetary Committee has 
even posted a guard around the 
cemetery and says that no one can 
touch the graves there without a 
court order.
Hewes says that an unmarked 
grave in the Aurora cemetery gave 
strong readings on a metal detector, 
and that’s the grave he wants dug up. 
Hewes has been joined by a number 
of people "seeking permission to 
exhume the body buried there.
One of those opposed to the 
exhumation is KFJZ Radio newsman 
David Day in Fort Worth, and he has 
offered to testify against it.
He claims to have a substantial 
amount of evidence that the aircraft 
that crashed there was not a flying 
saucer at all, but a fore-runner of the 
airplane built by a man named 
Augustus Levi Beardsley in Dodge 
City, Kansas. Kansas historians recall
that a man by that name patented 
such a ship in 1887 and was said to 
have been flying it around in 1897.
Judge Winder, meanwhile, has 
another eason for not granting the 
exhumation request. He says that a 
number of people who are buried in 
the cemetery died of yellow fever, 
and he fears that disturbing the 
bodies might spread the germs. He 
said “If that happens, all the 
newsmen who have been stirring this 
thing up will have blood on their 
hands.”
Meanwhile, Hewes says that pieces
of metal found at the 1897 crash site 
have been analyzed and found to 
contain 75 percent iron, but it is not 
magnetic. Hewes had previously 
described the metal as being from 
another world. Some of that metal 
has now been sent to the General I 
Electric Research Center for atomic ' 
tests.
* * *
U S kills
The U.S. pays more than 90 
percent of the cost of keeping the 
Lon Nol government in power 
according to the Indochina Research 
Center in Washington. Lon Nol’s 
government is presently in control of 
only Phnom Penh and a few 
provincial capitals, despite the fact 
that his 140,000 soldiers drastically 
outnumber the 60,000 Khmer Rouge 
and 2000 Vietnamese advisors who 
hold 90 percent of the country.
In a striking parallel with the 
Vietnam situation, the U.S. Senqte 
Subcommittee on Refugees said last 
Aonth that almost half the popula­
tion of Cambodia has become 
refugees since^the American- 
sponsored invasion of three years 
ago. Thousands of Cambodian 
civilians have died as a result of the 
bombing and conflict, and orphans 
number 260,000.
* * *
W ho, me?
Several years ago the United 
Nations imposed economic sanctions 
against Rhodesia — in effect, no U.N. 
member nation was supposed to  have 
any trade contacts with what was 
considered to be a racist government.
However, the United States has 
continued to buy Rhodesia’s number 
one product — chrome — despite the 
sanctions. U.S. officials claim that 
our defense industry must have the 
chrome, and besides, business is 
business.
A report just issued by the United 
Nations’ Association of the United 
States disputes the claim that the 
U.S. needs the Rhodesian chrome. 
According to the report, the U.S. has 
enough chrome stockpiled to last for 
more than 60 years. This isn’t hard 
to explain, the researchers say, since 
the U.S. has been buying 5-times its 
annual need every year from 
Rhodesia.
The report concludes that there is 
virtually no economic reason for the
School was never 
like this
by Tim Piggott
Five years ago the kids at Upwey 
High School in the Dandenong 
Ranges outside Melbourne, started 
wearing their hair long and growing 
beards. Three years ago they stopped 
wearing school uniforms coming to 
school in jeans and T-shirts. Two 
years ago the Red Mole Party issued 
a m anifesto: “Beware, admini­
stration, lackey-prefects, repressive 
teachers! Your days are numbered!” 
The Red Mole Party called for a 
“democratic participatory govern­
ment of students, parents and 
teachers having an equal say in the 
running of school affairs . . .  It asked 
students to ‘join the movement and 
fight for freedom’ and was signed by 
the Mole, minister for information. A 
school student control paper advised: 
“ If you want to be happy/hang the 
teachers and prefects/ cut your
parents’ throats/and destroy Coles 
back to school counter!”
* * *
This year, in first term, four
hundred of the nine hundred
students at the school went out on 
strike. The strike was caused by the 
teacher shortage at the school — a 
situation that exists in most Vic­
torian schools. Nineteen teachers 
were out on strike. One day before 
this strike started a pamphlet ap­
peared. It pledged solidarity with the 
striking teachers, condemned the rot­
tenness of the whole education sys­
tem, the boredom of school life and 
demanded “ the power to run our
o,wn schools” . .  . and called on 
students to strike. A mass meeting of 
students unanimously passed a 
m o tion  supporting the striking 
teachers, adding, “in support we will 
stop work tomorrow to express our 
views.” A second pamphlet appeared 
on the same day urging students “to 
seize the time and make their own 
history.” Students claimed the strike 
was not organised by any small group 
but erupted spontaneously from all 
age groups and different sections of 
the school.
On the day of the strike about 
five hundred students walked out of 
classes and attempted to construct 
teach-ins. Many students weren’t 
interested in this and about an hour 
later students decided to march 
through the school, regathering sup­
port, then three miles to Belgrave (a 
fairly large local shopping centre). 
This action created a feeling of soli­
darity that many had never 
felt before in their time at school. 
Students chanted slogans as they . 
marched, collected money among 
themselves for film to record what 
was happening, distributed their 
literature and talked with people, i 
knocking on doors, explaining the 
reasons for their strike, their de­
mands, and collecting signatures 
from those who supported them. The 
local Press, even the Age (who men­
tioned the strike on page 3, taking 
care not to mention the students 
demands, only that they supported 
their teachers like good, obedient
students) and the local ALP candi­
date for Monbulk all turned up after 
students had contacted them. The 
local labor hack said he supported 
the strike and the views and actions 
of the students and “hoped that in 
the future such drastic action 
wouldn’t be necessary” — like under 
his government? The students 
marched back to the school and 
decided to continue the strike on 
Monday.
.  ̂ ♦ He
If you make a social revolution, 
do it for fun! However, on returning 
to school, they found a new set of 
conditions. The teachers had decided 
to return to work. More than 150 
students decided to go on with the 
strike, reasoning that, as the raw
j material in the education machine, 
their problems are more severe than 
the teachers’. The headmaster had 
threatened  to suspend striking
students but in the face of this
united action he was powerless. The 
students marched together down to 
Ferntree Gully National Park and 
held a day-long festival of life against 
the daily ritual of death at school. 
They spent the day talking, singing 
and playing music (writing a revolu­
tionary song to the tune of the
• school song), eating, drinking, danc­
ing, smoking together. During the 
day it was discovered the education 
department had allocated one new 
teacher and promised another within 
three weeks. Students decided at the 
end of, the day to return to school 
the next day, but to plan another 
day-long festival of life, inviting a 
rock-band, street theatre, women’s 
liberationists, and poets, and to make 
a film of the event for other school 
students.
Students are very disappointed
that the strike didn’t improve 
student-teacher relationships, since 
they wanted to unite both groups 
against their common enemy: the 
education bureaucracy symbolised 
by the headmaster and his opinions. 
A delegation of striking students 
" approached the teachers to ask if 
they would express their support for 
the student strike. This was overruled 
by one vote because teachers felt it 
would leave them open to attacks of 
manipulating the students. Students 
described this as “typically para­
noid” and found it humorous that 
teachers didn’t want to be thought of 
as manipulative.
Andy Knorr, president of the 
student council, said: “Younger kids 
keep coming up and asking when the 
next strike is happening. It’s the only 
interesting thing that has happened 
to most of them in their school 
lives.” Dale Brown, 18: “Most of the 
kids here haven’t read much political 
stuff but they know that they are 
victims of a repressive education 
system and a repressive family situ­
ation and they want control over 
their own lives. They have strongly 
anti-authoritarian attitudes. High 
school students have been fought for 
and fought over by various groups 
and organisations but now they are 
fighting for themselves.” Pat, 15: “ It 
was especially good for girl students 
being together without being put 
down by teachers or parents so they 
could talk . . . because at school and 
at home they are supposed to be 
‘only a kid’ and ‘only a chick’ and 
this stops them from being able to 
stand up and say things to people 
when they have better ideas them­
selves” . Wendy, 15: “ If you’re under 
16 you don’t have any rights and 
that’s just bullshit for kids now who
are much more socially and politicals 
ly aware. Girls are supposed to be 
brainwashed into thinking they’re all 
competing in a Miss Melbourne 
competition or some bullshit like 
that . . .” Bill, 18: “The feelings of 
solidarity between kids were amaz­
ing. Maybe it was the most educative 
experience — going down to the 
forest, being together, discussing rele­
vant things to their lives, sharing 
money for food, being their own 
natural born leaders — since they’ve 
been at school.” Bev, 15: “ Dope laws 
and carnal laws should be smashed 
for a start.”
Several students left the school 
and formed a commune at Auburn. 
Others hitch-hiked to Nimbin for the 
softlick festival and are still wander­
ing around Queensland. Some, who 
are still at school, are preparing a 
booklet for other school students on 
the history of events at Upwey, 
pushing for student control and leaf- 
leting other schools in the area. It 
starts with this quotation:
“We’ve had 200 years of ‘revolu­
tions’ and yet we aren’t free. We have 
always allowed others to control our 
struggles and then, we find, invari­
ably, that these others control our 
lives. To have control over our own 
daily lives requires political aware­
ness, organisation and change based 
in our own daily lives. Technology 
and domination will bring about 
social and ecological disaster. Tech­
nology and freedom can provide the 
basis for a post-scarcity abundance in 
which human society can flourish 
undistorted by the age-old anxiety of 
survival. Utopia is necessary.
“Times change and with them 
their possibilities:
“Times change and with them 
their demands!”
U.S. to continue breaking the U.N. 
embargo against racist Rhodesia.
* * He
Choking
A senior honors student in 
psychiatry at the New Jersey Medical 
School says he’s come up with a 
whole new reason for disliking 
pollution. Simply stated, there’s 
reason to believe that as pollution in 
the air increases, the chances of being 
mugged also increase.
Jarmon reports he found a 
“statistically significant correlation” 
between the level of oxidants in the 
air and the rate of assaults in the city 
of Newark on a day-to-day basis 
from June 1st, 1971 tq May 31st, 
1972. When the oxidants went up, so 
did the assaults. After the monthly 
averages for oxidants and assaults 
were graphed, the same close 
correlation existed for all months 
except December. Jarmon speculated 
that the unusually high number of 
assaults that month could be 
explained by holiday depression.
Jarmon also examined the much- 
discUssed possibility of a relationship 
between crime and phases of the 
moon, and reports that on full-moon 
days, assaults went up to 19 percent.
* * *•
Pom bomb
A recent report in a London 
newspaper -  the Daily Express -  
says that Great Britain intends to set 
off a hydrogen bomb at the Nevada 
Test site in the Nevada Desert.
The newspaper -  which didn’t 
reveal its sources -  speculated that 
the British H-bomb test in the U.S. is 
probably the reason for England 
failing to support Australia and New 
Zealand in their efforts to stop the 
upcoming French nuclear tests in the 
Pacific.
A spokesman for the Atomic 
Energy Commission told Earth News 
that England has tested nuclear 
bombs at the Nevada test site on four 
past occasions.
* * *
"ONCE YOU 
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Outline:
Monday 18th June 1973., 
6.50 pm.
The press conference at 
New Rocks Push, Sydney, 
for Frank Zappa and the 
Mothers of Invention.
We had arrived with Sony 
half-inch video portapack 
equipment to do a videotape inter­
view with Frank Zappa. We found that 
the most suitable lighting conditions 
were in the kitchen. Zappa said he’d 
do the interview in the kitchen. At 
6.50 pm. Zappa came- through the 
swinging kitchen door, the Grand 
Wazoo blasting through in the back­
ground, and politely told us that 
videotape or film was out of the 
question. Stills yes, but not movie 
film for private purposes. There was 
no way around it. Having had trouble 
with exploitation of his image on 
several occasions in the past, Zappa 
had made it quite clear to his mana­
ger that publicity of any sort related 
to media information had to be con­
trolled, so that misrepresentation of 
his image wouldn’t happen again. 
We tried to explain that we weren’t 
going to be using the information 
for commercial purposes and that 
the tapes would be filed within the 
film co-op as documented statements, 
not exploitation.
No. Zappa was very definite about 
his position. So we suggested that
we’d put the lens cap on the camera 
and just record the sound. Sound 
tape was ok, but no movie film.
* * *
A little later Zappa’s tour manager 
gave us the same story about image 
control. He also made it quite clear 
that promotion time was valuable 
and he wanted Zappa’s image covered 
by as much of the recognised Aus­
tralian media as possible. No private 
film interviews, only public exposure 
ie. processed information.
* * *
Zappa: Sounds yes, but no image please
Timé:
Record
Zappa:
6.57 pm.
. . .  the Troubadour is still 
a lot of fun. The bar in 
the front . . .
Is it still $2 to get in?
I never paid to get in, so I don’t 
know. It’s still a good place to go on 
Monday night, everybody hanging 
out waiting to get picked up and dis­
covered and reamed. It’s a watering 
hole. There’s a new place opening 
up there, Elmer and Mario from the 
Whisky a Go Go are opening up a 
place called the Roxy. You know 
where the Largo burlesque place used 
to be? That’s going to be a cross be­
tween the Whisky and the Trouba­
dour.
The old Largo was a dive.
It’s the same the world over.
Even in Sydney there's one with 
a tahitian bar in the basement, and it 
looks like the worst worst ever Amer­
ican style bar.
Bamboo?
Yeah. You know you can put your 
hand up and feel the dust.
Great! What do you expect out of 
a club anyway? Just a place to go. 
Someplace with something that’ll get 
you out of it. A member of the 
opposite sex to play with.
Bar stools to rotate on?
Really. It’s the rotation that gets 
it.
What do you feel about your re­
lationship with Bizarre-Reprise and 
its artists — the whole business side, 
setting it up and recording rather 
than just playing in a group. Is it an 
actual scheme o f yours?
Scheme? Well, here’s the way the 
record company came about. We were 
signed to MGM Verve, they cheated 
us out of our royalties, they didn’t 
promote our albums and they just 
gave us a bad deal all the way around. 
They censored all the albums and I 
said there’s gotta be a better way 
than this to put out records so we 
got away from the contract, made a 
deal with Warner Bros, wherein I 
would hand them a tape, they
In Queensland, the grass is such that
One joint 
can give a trip
Queensland’s Minister for Police, Mr Hodges, has been urged to 
set up a drug squad in Townsville. In a letter to the Minister, Mr T. 
Aikens, MLA, said that, as winter approached, “it would bring the 
usual hordes of hippies, ‘scruffies’ and all sorts of queer individuals 
flocking to bask in the northern sunshine.” Recent issues of the 
daily Cairns Post show that Queensland police and magistrates are 
cracking down hard on itinerant dopesmokers. Our Cairns corre­
spondent claims that the sharp increase in dope busts since 
autumn indicates not improved police efficiency but a stepped-up 
campaign against freaks, that is, anyone who deviates from the 
sartorial norm, which for Queensland men is short back and sides, 
white shirt and tie, and long socks and shoes. The merest whiff of 
patchouli oil, he reports, is enough to mark a person out as a dope 
suspect.
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Those caught in possession of 
cannabis (and apart from the odd 
mushroom, cannabis is the only drug 
so far involved) were originally fined 
from $50 to $200. The numbers of 
freaks busted continued to grow. 
Spicer and Scanlan, local SMs, 
^boosted the fines to $400 and $500. 
Still the busts continued. The phrase 
“no time to pay” was added to the 
fine, but with no noticeable affect on 
the numbers of freaks who greeted 
the magistrates every Monday 
morning.
Lines of defence remained ingen­
uous. Rhye Ellens, a 19-year-old poet 
from Brisbane, said he had tried 
cannabis 18 months before his arrest 
on a possession charge, but “gave it 
away because it made his head sore.” 
(Cairns Post, June 1).
Leslie Pengelly, 22, busted for 
seeds in his rucksack, told police he' 
did not smoke hashish, but was going 
to “plant the seeds and see what 
came up.” Spicer remarked humor- 
lessly that “if seeds from an Indian 
hemp plant were planted, it was 
-obvious what would come up.” 
(Cairns Post, May 24).
The Cairns Post reported on May 
24 Spicer’s concern that “the inci­
dence of people appearing in court 
on charges of drugs is becoming more 
and more prevalent, and fines of up 
to $1000 are having no effect . . . 
The only answer seems to be to 
imprison people who bring drugs to 
the north.”
Spicer said it was becoming ob­
vious that in a large percentage of 
cases the penalties “were being paid 
by some person&or persons involved 
in the drug traffic.”
Anthony Elliott Gomme, 26, 
naively offered a joint and a book 
called The Children’s Garden o f 
Grass to a neighbor, Ms Brown, who 
came to his house looking for a lost 
mynah bird. The neighbor consistent­
ly refused the joint, but took the 
book and showed it to her husband 
who “lost his head a: bit” and told 
Gomme he could pick up the book 
from the police station. Ms Brown
vindictively remarked in court that 
this was a pity because “it gave them 
time to flush that stuff down the 
toot.” .
Gomme pleaded guilty and on 
June 2 got three months imprison­
ment with hard labor. Ms Brown did 
not find her mynah bird.
* * *
Meanwhile, a grassroots campaign 
against drugs is being conducted by 
Queensland police. The Atherton 
correspondent of the Cairns Post 
filed a report on May 7 of an address 
given to Atherton High School 
parents by Det. Sen. Sgt. Jim Bidner 
of the Cairns CIB and Sgt. V. Booth 
of Atherton police.
“Both policemen stressed that 
child smokers will not be prosecuted, 
and it is the duty of the parents to 
take the child to a doctor or the 
police or both to stop the practice.
“ If in the beginning, the child can 
listen to reason and stop, but after 
six months medical help will be 
necessary and this will be willingly 
arranged.
“ ‘For some reason, a child will 
never divulge the supplier, but adults 
will,’ said Sgt. Bidner. ‘Adults seem 
to want to confess . . .’
“ ‘One joint can. give a trip,’ 
’’(Digger’s italics). “ ‘Can one tobac­
co cigarette or one beer be said to do 
this?’ asked Sgt. Booth . . .
“ ‘When prohibition was in force 
in America, drinking alcohol was a 
bigger problem,’ stated a man with a 
beard . . .
“ ‘Men and women who smoked 
(marijuana) would never work, chil­
dren would never study. All Of 
society would become useless drop­
outs,’ ” said Sgt. Bidner.
Sgt Booth announced to the high 
school parents that “Mr Bernie Span- 
lan, the Cairns Magistrate” (see 
above) “ toured the United States of 
America and found all hard drug 
addicts started on pot.”
The meeting was told that plots 
have been discovered at Portland 
Roads, Prince of Wales Island in the 
Torres Strait, at Kuranda and along 
,the banks of the Barron River.
couldn’t censor it, and we had our 
own company that was all to itself.
And Warners, their job was to 
make sure the records got into a 
store and that was it. That was our 
first contract with them, we recently 
negotiated a new contract. It’s on 
the same basis but it gives us a little 
bit more freedom. They have a logo 
about that big on the record right 
now and it’s just our label. And it’s 
not called Bizarre anymore, it’s 
called Discreet.
It’s all quad. Discreet is the name 
of the quadrosonic process that’s 
used, too. It’s like all four channels 
separation on the disc.
As far as the business end of it, 
my interest in it is this: I want to 
make, sure that I have the most 
creative freedom and if somebody 
else wanted to be on that label, that 
they would have similar benefits from 
the way our deal was set up with the 
distributing company.
What about the GTO’s. Are they 
still recording?
No. One of the GTO’s is dead, 
another one has a baby and living in 
Torrance, California, another one is 
married to John Cale, the other one 
is living with Shuggie Otis and is 
about to have a baby, and the other 
one is wandering around Hollywood 
trying to become a starlet. So they 
are scattered to the wind.
What about Captain Beef heart. .  .
He still tours in the United States.
Has he gotten to the point o f being 
successful?
You have to ask him cause I don’t 
know .anything about their success.
Are you interested in the business 
angle as well?
To the point that, if you don’t pay 
some attention to it, somebody’ll do 
it wrong. And you’ll be out. I hire 
people to do that for me, but I still 
have to watch what they do. It’s like 
having to come in here and say 
whatever I said about the videotape.
I hire somebody who’s supposed to 
do that. They didn’t take care of it 
so I had to. It’s the same way with 
the record <&ftnpany business.
It’s a matter of copyright law too. 
The first time I had troubles with 
my image getting used for 
purpose I didn’t want was the first 
time I went to England where the 
copyright laws are different. Here’s 
what the problem is: the first time 
I went to England there was a picture 
taken of me sitting on a toilet. It was 
supposed to be used in a newspaper 
ad in the International Times. Well 
it turned into a poster because due 
to the Jaws there the photographer 
owns my image and can do whatever 
he wants with it, so he made a poster.
I never posed for a poster — I posed 
for an ad for International Times. 
And so from that point that poster 
was bootlegged and duplicated into 
millions of copies, from which I never 
saw one nickle.
Did you have trouble coming 
through customs?
Yeah, ah just the usual. They make 
you wait there and give you a special 
colored sticker which means they 
search you. Crap. And after about 
14 hours or whatever it was, you 
just don’t want to stand in line and 
have some guy say ‘Vitamin C hum, 
are these good for you?’
Have you started making another 
film?
I’ve thought about it, haven’t 
started on one. I want to do a 
science fiction movie. A musical sci 
ence fiction movie.
Did you know that 200 Motels is 
banned here?
I heard. A guy that I was just 
talking with told me.
From this point o f view the States 
seems like it’s rapidly sliding down 
hill. What do you think about that? 
The dollar is falling, you can’t get a 
job, morals. §§
If you evaluate things in terms of 
dollars and cents, I would say the 
United States is in trouble.
The people I know in L.A. are just 
the same as they always were. They’re 
crazy. You can talk to them about 
Watergate and they say ‘What?’.
As far as morals go, I don’t like 
to talk about morals.
You’re writing all your materipl 
now and the group plays it?
Uh huh.
Is the music changing at all do 
you think?
Sure.
In what direction?
All directions. I do all different 
kinds of stuff.
When you ’re performing on stage 
do you think in terms o f a theatre 
performance as well as a music per­
formance?
Uh huh.
Has it always been like that?
It’s always been like that.
Are your concerts structured as a 
whole or only in certain areas?
Well, if you want to analyse a con 
cert you have to analyse it in terms 
of the whole thing after it gets done 
We have several set pieces which form 
a skeletal structure of the concert 
And each one of those pieces has a 
different mood to it and depending 
on where in the sequence of the con 
cert we put those pieces, that will 
determine the emotional structure of 
the concert. So that varies from 
night to night. Then each one of the 
pieces has improvised sections for 
soloists, then there are places where 
there’s just nothing determined and 
I just conduct and things happen.
With the guys, you got now, how 
many o f them are new?
There’s only two of them that are
actually new.That haven’t been heard 
on any of the albums before.
How long have you been working 
with them?
Six or seven months.
When you’re always meeting new 
people don’t you get disjointed?
Well, what’s wrong with that?
Nothing, but . . .
All I can say is, I’ve lived with 
change for so long, it doesn’t bother 
me, meeting new people all the time. 
Even when I was a kid I travelled 
around a lot. If I had known some­
body for three years that’s almost 
too long.
Do you remember Betsy Cawn?
Yeah, she used to work for the 
L.A. Free Press. She did something 
lewd with a giraffe on stage. She 
had on this real short little knit 
crochet skirt the day she got it on 
with the stuffed giraffe. It was quite 
something. The audience loved that.
There’s a band out here called 
Sylvia and the Synthetics that does 
things like that — screwing with glass 
guns and that sort o f shit. Something 
like the Cockettes.
Yeah, well the thing about groups 
that specialise in that sort of thing 
is their idea of making a success of 
their whatever it is they’re doing. 
That’s not what we were doing a 
long time ago. That was something 
that was allowed, you know. When 
we were working in New York 
anything was allowed on that stage, 
whatever it was, musical or otherwise 
and that was the main statement we 
had to make to the audience. The 
audience came in there with the idea 
(ph you can’t do this and you can’t 
do that’ and goddammit, we did it 
right there. Just on the spur of the 
moment.
We didn’t plan for two weeks and 
say ‘When Betsy comes here she’s 
going to do it with the giraffe’ you 
know. We just said ‘Here, anybody 
want to do it with this giraffe?’ and 
she came on. And right in the 
middle . . . playing . .  . sure it was an 
adjunct to the program.
Did you know she got kidnapped 
out o f that?
I heard about it. That wasn’t part 
of the show.
She settled down to a quiet life 
in Oakland.
One day she’ll show up on stage 
again. I’ll remember her just as she 
was with her legs up in the air like 
that and the little giraffe. We had a 
toy box there in the theatrp, in fact 
two of them, about- this big, full of 
puppets and dolls and noisemakers 
and stuff and whipped cream and old 
vegetables, and they were always 
kept off to the side behind the piano 
and we found rats in it one time. That 
was really low doym.
* * *
Pause: At this point a fellow
from the film co-op came 
in and asked Frank if he’d like to see 
his movies sometime . . . Frank said:
“It’s just a matter of time, cause 
I’ve got interviews booked up pretty 
much through the time I’m here. If 
you’ll give me your name address and 
phone number and I’ll come over and 
see you, if I’ve got time to do it. It 
would be better for me to call you 
and tell you when I’ve got the time.” 
* * *
Record: Don’t you get bored giv­
ing interviews?
They don’t get boring, they get of­
fensive sometimes but they don’t get 
boring. I’d rather do that than play 
checkers.
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Godfathers and families 
in the ALP
by Hall Greenland
For anyone who followed the 
goings-on of the biennial congress of 
the N.S.W. branch of the A.L.P. over 
the Queen’s Birthday weekend, the 
analogy between the A.L.P. and the 
Mafia stuck out like dog’s balls.
You all remember the Sicilian im­
migrants who arrived in the U.S.A. 
at the turn of the century and found 
themselves exploited and shut out of 
the economic bull-game, and at the 
mercy of a predominantly White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant judiciary and 
government. In order to get some 
rough justice and a good piece of the 
cake and the action, they rallied 
around strong-men who were willing 
to use any means necessary to get it 
for them. In return the Sicilian lum­
pens gave their respective Godfathers 
loyalty and service. These families be- 
became the Mafia.
Australia’s immigrant workers at 
the end of the nineteenth century 
found themselves in a similar situa­
tion and rallied around their godfa­
thers to form unions to get themselves 
a bigger share of the cake. Finding 
governments against them (the strikes 
in the 1890’s etc.), the unions bound 
themselves together into the Labor 
Party. Of course, unlike the Mafia, 
these larrikins wanted to take over 
the whole show.
In N.S.W. the largest group 
amongst the workers—and the one in 
the situation most similar to the 
Sicilians — were the Irish Catholics. 
The Irish Catholic families automat­
ically came to dominate the Labor 
Party in that state (and Victoria too) 
and became known collectively as the 
Irish Catholic Mafia.
They dominate the N.S.W. branch 
to this day; at the congress they con­
sistently had almost 60 per cent of 
the votes.
The other families, being in a 
minority, formed the so-called “ left 
wing”.
The Irish Catholic Godfathers are 
overwhelmingly politically conserva­
tive, utterly reactionary on moral 
questions, and interested in bread-and- 
butter gains for their followers.
Their political attitudes corres­
pond, unfortunately, to those of their 
followers: the bulk of the working 
class. Which is not astonishing, for 
after all these fathers depend for 
election in their unions on wage 
plugs.
These Godfathers’ domination of 
the N.S.W. branch of the A.L.P. is a 
reflection of the low level of political 
consciousness of the working class at 
this point of history.
As the Godfathers of the Sicilian 
Mafia have their consigliori — policy­
makers, legal eagles, and front-men — 
so the union heavies of the Irish 
Catholic Mafia have theirs: A.L.P. 
officers, politicians, etc.
Don Corleone, the Godfather of 
Marib Puzo’s book of the same name, 
adopts a young Irish-German orphan 
from the gutters, brings him up as a 
son, educates him, and makes him his 
chief consigliori. Laurie Short, the 
Godfather (national secretary) of the 
Federated Ironworkers Association 
(one of the biggest families), picks 
British immigrant John Ducker from 
the factory floor and makes him an 
FIA organiser; then with the blessing 
of the other Godfathers of the Irish 
Catholic Mafia, makes him organiser, 
then assistant secretary of the Trades 
and Labor Council, and finally Presi­
dent o f the N.S.W. branch of the 
A.L.P. As President he must dream up 
ideas and policies, and act as front- 
man for the fathers. Along the way 
Ducker educates himself and is con­
verted to Catholicism.
At present the consigliori form a 
camarilla or almost a family of their 
own. They are as a whole endowed
with more political savvy than their 
patrons. As we shall see.
The other families — the left 
wing — are not very different. In 
political matters there is general agree­
ment among all the families. For 
instance, in none of the various 
policy statements presented to the 
congress by various committees (on 
which reps of all factions sit), was 
there a minority, dissenting report.
In fact the only debate on a fed­
eral political issue was over ASIO. On 
Monday afternoon a minority of the 
left wing moved a resolution to 
disband ASIO.
The Irish Catholic Mafia and most 
of the left wing defended ASIO on 
the grounds that it was needed and 
could be used by a Labor Govern­
ment. Replying to this last incredible 
claim, Bob Gould asked all in one 
breath: “How could a Labor Govern­
ment expect to really make use of an 
outfit composed of anti-working class, 
regressive, White Anglo-Saxon Protes­
tant, Black Hand, New Guard Colonel 
Blimps, spivvy pimps, and North 
Shore 1950’s Duntroon drop-outs?”
The charm of such eloquence and 
the weight of valid argument not­
withstanding, the resolution was 
wiped out by the “Nos” at the vote.
The headline affair of the congress 
occurred on Sunday when the Irish 
Catholic Mafia carried a resolution 
taking away the selection of senate 
candidates from a council of branch 
representatives and giving it to a larger 
body made up of 60 per cent union 
and 40 per cent branch reps. In the 
former set-up the left wing had a 
fighting chance; in the new selection 
set-up the Irish Catholic gang will be 
totally dominant. It will put the left 
wing senators and senate-aspirants 
totally at their mercy; they can knock 
off and put up who they like on the 
A.L.P. ticket.
In the next morning’s papers, Tom 
Uren, Federal Minister of Urban and 
Regional Affairs, a Mason and pillar 
of the left wing, blasted this show of 
muscle. He charged that the party’s 
leadership was “ irresponsible”, “pow­
er drunk” and “phoney,” . To say the 
least, it was a breach with that soli­
darity with party decisions which is 
automatically expected in the A.L.P.
At the Monday morning session 
Uren was called upon for an expla­
nation.
He obliged. Most delegates ex­
pected him to retreat and be as weak 
as the jocular pronunciation of his 
name.
But no. With his Chesty Bond jaw 
thrust out, head back, he socked it to 
them: repeating all his charges and 
salting them with additional insults. 
After reminding the delegates that 
he was a cabinet minister, he defied 
the Mafia delegates to do anything 
about it.
“When I first came to state con­
gress asayoung man back in 1953 . . .  
I sensed the congress was on the 
nose . . . There was a great sickness in 
the party . . .  I decided then not to 
touch state politics with a forty foot 
pole. I did not want to become a 
state member and be controlled by 
state congress . Yesterday con­
firmed me in my judgment.”
It was the kind of performance 
one would have expected from Mu- 
hammed Ali and not the ex-amateur 
heavyweight boxing champion of 
N.S.W. The left wing delegates went 
crazy with delight.
Here, at last, was one of their 
leaders actually taking on the right 
wing Mafia with no holds barred.
That the occasion for this brawl 
was a squabble over the method of 
division of the spoils of office did 
not worry them.
The psychological impact of the 
incident on the left and young dele­
gates should not be missed.
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The rise of more liberal consigliori 
has meant that the amount of free­
dom in the party has expanded. For 
donkey’s years people in the A.L.P. 
were shit scared to criticise or act 
independently of the party tops lest 
they get rubbed out — which was not 
an unreal fear in the bad old days. 
The younger members in the last 
coupld of years have tended to break 
free of this fear, but the hangover is 
still there inhibiting members.
Uren’s defiance, and the fact that 
he got away with it, will tend to 
embolden them further and to roll 
back the taboos on independence and 
criticism.
The Rules committee recom­
mended that A.L.P. members could 
not belong to resident action groups 
who ran candidates against endorsed 
A.L.P. candidates in municipal 
elections.
Two politically dopey and back­
ward A.L.P. aldermen then moved an 
Amendment to this recommendation 
that all resident action groups which 
“publicly criticised the policies and 
performance” of A.L.P. aldermen be 
proscribed.
Peter Westerway, of tv fame, and 
general secretary, then announced on 
behalf of a unanimous committee 
that they accepted the amendment. A 
rush of younger left delegates at­
tacked the amendment.
Meanwhile, certain of the Irish 
Catholic fathers had been instructing 
their delegates to support the amend­
ment and getting knockbacks from 
their younger, more educated 
followers.
One of these — Bob Carr, an ap­
prentice consigliori, who is also a 
member of the Rules committee, 
then appeared on the platform and 
dissented from the committee’s ac­
ceptance. For his liking the amend­
ment was “ too broad”. “Since when 
have A.L.P. aldermen been infalli­
ble?” he asked. After the appeal to 
common sense came the one to 
political sense; Carr concluded: “If 
the amendment is carried then it will 
cut us off from environmentalists and 
that growing desire in the community 
to participate in local government.”
This intervention and the stirrings 
on the floor caused the penny to drop 
for Westerway, who announced at 
the end of the debate that the com­
mittee no longer accepted the pro­
posal to ban resident action groups 
and wanted it shelved for consider­
ation at a later date. This recom­
mendation was carried. It means 
A.L.P. branches and A.L.P. members 
in r.a.g.s can carry on the good fight.
This backdown, engineered by the 
consigliori of the Irish Catholic Mafia, 
was a victory for the younger, edu­
cated delegates and a recognition of 
certain political imperatives.
In the last couple of years the 
A.L.P. in N.S.W. has attracted large 
numbers of young educated types 
into its ranks and the more cluey 
leaders will not hold their loyalty if 
they are seen to oppose environment 
movements and moves to democratise 
local councils. Nor will they get the 
votes of the wider, growing strata 
these types come from.
This is not an easy manoeuvre for 
the cluey leaders, because they have 
to keep the loyalty of that legion of 
.A.L.P. aldermen of the Irish Catholic 
Mafia who have no sympathy fov 
these new movements.
In the same vein is John Ducker’s 
promotion of the idea of “workers’ 
participation”, which the congress 
accepted as A.L.P. policy. These days 
everyone knows aJ>out “alienation” 
and the “blue collar blues” and the 
other side of the coin: attempts by 
rank-and-file to roll back the boss 
and his authority.
Ducker proposes to put trade 
unionists on the boards of directors. 
How putting Bill Smith on the board 
will make Joe Graziano on the factory 
floor feel better, Christ only knows, 
but Ducker is awake to that ob­
jection. “Participation must extend to 
the factory floor as well as to the 
board-room,” he told the congress. 
Accordingly he proposes elected 
“works councils” with power to veto 
hiring-and-firing, the speed of the 
assembly-line, etc.
How genuine is the desire to give 
the rank-and-file that kind of say, is 
open to question. When the Master 
Builders’ Association recently started 
to lock-out builders laborers because 
they were claiming the right to con­
trol hire-and-fire, Ducker was con­
spicuous by his silence.
But the point remains: as the 
youth and sections of workers come 
forward with new aspirations, the 
consigliori of the dominant faction in 
the A.L.P. are willing to make all 
kinds of adjustments and responses, 
more so than the traditional “left” 
of the N.S.W. branch of the A.L.P. 
As Barry Unsworth — ex-Electrical 
Trades Union and Harvard, now or­
ganiser with the Trades and Labor 
Council — put it explicitly during the 
discussion on “workers’ participa­
tion”: “We must keep up to date 
and take up all the matters of impor­
tance to working people, if we are to 
remain their leaders.”
Their responses are obviously shot 
through with contradictions and hy­
pocrisy. But given that the most 
radical 40 per cent of the population 
still looks to the A.L.P. for a lead, it 
is enough to carry the day at 
present — given the abstention from 
the A.L.P. of most young radicals 
who could perhaps give a more 
sincere and true lead.
Eco freaks strike back at BHP Sean Meitzer
Re~incanation revealed 
as rip-off
by Ponch Hawkes
“Our whole lives are packaged. 
How old were you when you first 
saw a beetroot that didn’t come out of 
a tin?” — Gabriel Lafitte.
The Steel Can People’s account is 
handled by Image Australia P/L, a 
public relations firm; it is funded by 
BHP, and the companies that make 
steel cans — J. Gadsden Australia 
Ltd, Containers Limited and United 
Packages Ltd. Gabriel Lafitte started 
work as a public relations consultant 
on this account in February 1972. 
He copied files of confidential docu­
ments direct from the BHP board- 
room, and took them with him when 
he resigned last November.
This file of liberated documents is 
a leftist’s dream: they expose the 
interlocking of big corporations and 
the press, and a vast duping of the 
public. They point to an expenditure 
of half a million dollars on promoting 
the impression that large corporations 
are responsible and concerned about 
the environment.
The documents show too that the 
Steel Can People’s campaign was 
actually an all-out effort to fend off 
proposed legislation against non- 
returnable containers, and to counter 
the market advantage Comalco had 
gained by using the recycling gimmick 
in its advertising. Coca Cola had 
already switched to aluminium, and 
the main can customers, the breweries 
and soft-drink manufacturers, were 
becoming anxious about the image 
of their containers.
Like the Keep Australia Beautiful 
campaign, the thrust was to shift 
blame from the packaging industry 
on to the general public, and to take 
The spotlight off serious pollution 
and turn it on to litter.
The Steel Can People, using in 
their campaign the glossy slogan “re- 
incanation” , set up recycling centres 
all over Australia. BHP’s typical
version consists of a huge billboard 
proclaiming “Can People’s Recycling 
Centre” , beneath which huddle two 
four-feet-deep wire mesh bins, one 
labelled “All Steel Cans” , the other 
“Aluminium Cans” .
So the public was encouraged to 
wash, rinse and sort their cans and 
drive them to the recycling centres. 
Charities were to be paid for collec­
ting cans: the amount they were of­
fered for this service was $10 per 
ton. At 15,000 cans to the ton, that 
works out at one fifteenth of a cent 
per can.
The Steel Can People boasted fig­
ures of six million cans collected in 
one year. But they manufacture 4000 
million cans every year. Where are 
the rest? And were the collected 
cans actually recycled?
The liberated documents were 
released to the media last February. 
Response: nil. What brought the dis­
closures to the front pages and the 
six o’clock news was the action on 
May 4 this year of nearly 1000 
people who carried literally tons of 
cans in BHP’s special green plastic 
bags to BHP’s black steel and glass 
skyscraper in Melbourne, and dumped 
them on the steps.
The straight press was forced by 
this action to publish the fact that 
the collected cans were not being 
recycled at all, but were being 
dumped in local tips.
But what was not recognised was 
the fact that the whole concept of 
recycling steel cans is ecological false 
cohsciousness.
Enormous amounts of energy are 
needed to produce cans, and it takes 
five times more to manufacture 
aluminium cans than steel ones. In 
a report instigated by Gabriel Lafitte 
when he was working with the Steel 
Can People, N. Wiltshire, principal 
research officer of Australian Iron 
and Steel, Port Kembla, concluded
that to make a ton of tinplate takes 
38.28 GJ (gigajoules) of energy, that 
is, 9,400,000,000 calories. The 
energy required to re-manufacture 
a can is of the same order, but the 
pollution is greater because the 
added tin, lead, lacquer and printing 
that go into a finished can are simply 
burnt off for us to breathe.
BHP is now producing enough 
steel plate to make four billion cans 
per year.
The demonstrators on May 4 de­
manded that BHP freeze the produc­
tion of steel plate for cans at its 
present level — not the most radical 
demand that could be made, but, 
it is not open to the charge of creating 
mass unemployment.
Ecologists, seeing energy as the 
real currency to be considered, put 
forward the concept of zero economy 
growth — no continuing growth in 
gross national product, and a stop to 
the production of unnecessary articles 
(cans of bikini pants and vaginal 
deodorants) which eat away what 
natural resources are left.
The May 4 demonstration was an 
important one, in that it brought 
people out on the streets about an 
environment issue rather than the 
single-issue actions which the largely 
middle class ecology movement has 
so far concentrated on — supersonic 
planes, the preservation of a lake in 
another state. To challenge packaging 
is to challenge the law of consumption 
that this society is based upon. The 
concept of recycling must be scrut­
inised: obviously a concrete step is 
simply to use fewer cans.
But state and federal governments 
don’t see it that way. Moss Cass, 
federal minister for Environment and 
Conservation, speaking to engineer­
ing students at Monash University, 
said,
“We can’t interfere with people’s 
rights to buy and consume what 
they want to. If people want soft 
drinks in cans, then we have no right 
to be authoritarian and interfere 
with the right of choice.”
He too has had a copy of the 
Steel Can People documents on his 
desk for five months.
The documents have been referred 
to a sub-committee of the Australian
Environment Council, the group of 
commonwealth and state ministers 
which will meet next month.
Environmental politic» is another 
state/federal football, not mentioned 
in the constitution. So the power lies 
with the states. A. Gilpin, chairman 
of the Victorian Environment Pro­
tection Agency (which strictly 
speaking has no more power than a 
waste disposal regulation agency) 
replied simply to Gabriel Lafitte:
“I am in receipt of your letter of 
April 11, together with enclosures. 
Because of the manner in which you 
have raised certain issues , I must 
decline to comment.”
South Australia has given a lead: 
it will introduce legislation requiring 
a deposit to be charged on all soft- 
drink, wine and beer cans. This is 
similar to legislation in force in 
Oregon, USA, which has borne out 
the fears of packaging manufacturers: 
sales have dropped since the intro­
duction of the legislation.
Packaging industry firms are often 
closely inter-connected, and many 
overlap in production, like ACI, 
monopoly glass producers, who also 
manufacture plastics and chemicals. 
They have a sturdy interest in throwa­
way containers, and are prepared to 
devote money, time and energy to 
promoting these interests. If legislat­
ion is introduced limiting throwaways 
and they are forced to recycle, they 
are sure to prepare submissions for 
’taxation concessions and subsidies to 
offset recycling costs.
Gabriel Lafitte is back at Monash 
University, doing a Master’s degree 
in Environmental Sciences. He sees 
the introduction of legislation in the 
packaging area as a tactical step in 
the build-up of support for the ecol­
ogy movement.
“The ecology movement needs a 
victory. At the moment, organisations 
like the Environment Election Lobby, 
which like the W'omen’s Electoral 
Lobby lobbied politicians, is only 
one elite talking to another.”
Lafitte draws an analogy between 
the radical potential of the ecology 
movement and that of the women’s 
movement: “It has the potential to 
transform every action you take, 
every breath you breathe.”
Abortion
by Hall Greenland
It would be premature to put a 
full stop to the story of the abortion 
debate, either outside or inside the 
women’s movement.
The Women’s Abortion Action 
Campaign plans street demos on the 
morning of June 30th in the capital 
cities around the slogans “Repeal all 
abortion laws” and “ Freely available 
safe contraceptives”.
This attempt — seen as belated in 
some quarters — to force parliaments 
via mass pressure to capitulate to the 
demand that “abortion is a women’s 
right” has provoked dissent in the 
women’s movement in Sydney.
Lyndall Ryan has circulated an 
Open Letter in Sydney rejecting the 
idea that any Australian parliament 
will in the forseeable future repeal the 
abortion laws. She proposes instead 
that energy be expended on setting 
up women’s liberation birth control 
clinics to handle abortions.
As the Open Letter puts it: “At 
present there are enough sympathetic 
doctors and nurses in Sydney who 
would be willing to lend, their ser­
vices in the establishment of a clinic. 
We can maintain existing health stan­
dards of personal care. Since we are 
the victims of the medical profession’s 
insensitivity, then We must set out 
our own standards of patient care.
“So, on Saturday 30 June, rather 
than marching for a futile objective, 
there will be a meeting at the 
Women’s House, 25 Alberta St., Syd­
ney, at 3 pm. to discuss the establish­
ment of a women’s liberation birth 
control clinic.”
WAAC do not view the two ap­
proaches as mutually exclusive and
wonder how much of a solution a 
couple of clinics are going to be to 
the tens of thousands of women 
seeking decent abortions. Nor do they 
think parliaments will be immune to 
mass pressure — the success of the 
Right to Life campaign in fact en­
courages them in this view.
We might be in for one of the 
ironies of history.
Those who pose clinics against 
mass street demos aimed at getting 
parliaments to repeal the laws might 
end up detonating such a huge cam­
paign. And those who oppose clinics 
as sidetracking people from mass 
mobilisations might find the clinics 
and their consequences trigger off 
bigger ones than they ever dreamed 
of.
In France an outfit called Choisir 
headed by Simone de Beauvoir has 
set up abortion clinics in the main 
cities. A police raid in mid-May on 
the Grenoble clinic has sparked off 
demos around France and precipi­
tated moves from the opposition and 
government in the Chamber of 
Deputies to relax the abortion laws 
of 192Q which makes abortion illegal 
except where the prospective moth­
er’s life is in danger.
Even if the Gaullist-led majority 
consent to a British-style law (which 
is on the cards) then there is still the 
next battle to get the highly conser­
vative French medical authorities to 
accept it.
Catholics 
cop bomb
In the early hours of Sunday May 
13, a Molotov cocktail was thrown at 
one of the side windows of St 
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cahedral, 
Melbourne.
This communique was left at the 
Cathedral: (
“The Catholic Church has clearly 
shown itself as the main opposition 
to abortion reform. It is a 
male-dominated institution, con­
trolled by men, for men. In opposing 
abortion reform, it totally negates 
the right of women to control their 
bodies and their lives.
“We, of the Angry Women, 
demand this right and will use every 
possible means to realise it.
“We feel that the discomfort 
caused here tonight is small by 
comparison to the violence per­
petrated daily upon women by the 
Catholic church and other male- 
chauvinist institutions in this society.
“Communique 1. The Angry 
Women.”
AB C  women 
call bluff
Last month the first ever 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
strike bore fruit in less than 36 hours 
after walk-off: women script assist­
ants scored a 42% interim pay rise.
Last year producer Tony Fergu­
son was shifted from This Day 
Tonight for running a piece of 
critical of the Post Master General’s 
Department, which. he had been 
ordered not to use — a piece of 
political interference which might 
have lifted the lid off the ABC if the 
TDT staff had gone out in Ferguson’s 
support. Though no direct confronta­
tion came out of the Ferguson 
transfer, small sectional groups began 
to form within the ABC and to 
publish uncompromisingly anti­
management newsletters.
The script assistants (85 spread
throughout Australia, all women) 
delivered an ultimatum after Easter: 
a 21% increase off was deemed an 
insult, a stopwork meeting became a 
strike, and the essential function of, 
script assistants suddenly became 
very clear to their colleagues. 
Producers, cameramen, announcers 
and actors backed the script women 
by working normally until the point 
in a program where a script assistant 
became essential.
Executive staff, who’d previously 
classified script assistants as key­
board staff, experienced mounting 
panic as the prospect of cancelling 
Harold Park trots, football, TDT and 
drama programs became increasingly 
real.
Talbot Duckmanton, top ABC 
brass, stepped in with the interim 
offer of 42% and a promise to set up 
a working party to examine the 
position of script assistants in the 
organisation.
The big bluff that anyone who 
goes on strike in the ABC gets sacked 
had been successfully called.
Stagger
An American marketing con­
sultant, John Pearson, has suggested 
a eight day week in a book entitled 
“The 8 Day Week.”
Pearson suggests that all 
businesses stay open for ten hours a 
day, seven days a week. Half of the 
employees would work for four days, 
and then take four days off, while 
the other half works. The workers’ 
on and off periods would be 
staggered throughout the 8-day cycle 
so that every day one-eighth of the 
workers would begin their four-day 
weekend.
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Sometime after the year 2000, / •  '
the human species is almost extinct,
and the planet Earth is a huge global garbage dump.
A  feience fiction yarn?
Or the truth on projections by 3 3  British scienit 
«ts who are now trying to  save the earth from  
destruction by the end. of this, century — 28 
years away.
Their concern for salvation of the planet from  
pollution and over-population /has resulted in 
publication of a document: A BLUEPRINT  
POR S U R V IV A L.
"A n examination of the relevant information 
available has impressed upon us the extreme 
gravity of the global situation today. For, if 
current trends are allowed to persist, the break­
down of society and the irreversible disruption 
of the life-support systems on this ptanet, possibly 
toy the end of the century, certainly within the 
lifetimes of our children, are inevitable."
The preface to the blyeprint further 
comments that world governments/are either 
refusing to face the relevant facts, or are in­
structing their scientists to deny these facts.
i Among the scientists supporting the blue­
print are Sir Julian Huxley, Sir Frank Fraser 
Dowling, Peter Scott (honorary director of the. 
Wild Fowl Trust), Dr. J. Rose (director. Institute 
of ^Environmental Sciences), and Prof. V.C. Wynne- 
Edyvards . (chairman, National Environment Re­
search Council) among 17 professors.
“The principal defect of the industrial way of 
life with its ethos of expansion is that it is un­
sustainable. It's termination within the lifetime 
Of someone born today is inevitable."
- - — In a succession of famines,.epidemics,
social crises and wars, or, as the blueprint suggests 
because we want it to end.
"Industrial society, when it reaches a certain 
stage of development, begins to affect its envir­
onment in yet another manner; it devises, and 
becomes correspondingly dependent upon syn­
thetic products of different sorts fp replace ever- 
scarcer natural products.
'Thus plastics are developed to  replace wood 
products; detergents to replace soaps made from
A Blueprint for Survival
The experts’
doomsday
manifesto
petroleum about 1997. Natural gas will be ex­
hausted within 14 years, and although coal is likely 
to last much longer (about 300 years), the blue­
print says it would be foolish to depend on it 
for energy with the many other uses for fossil 
fuel.
"Recognition of this has led to the present 
emphasis on nuclear fission as a source of energy. 
However, the only naturally occurring, spontan­
eously fissionable source of energy is uranium 
235, and this is likely to be in extremely short 
supply by the end of the century."
We continue to disrupt the ecology by 
releasing pesticides and man-made chemical fer­
tilisers into the ecosphere. Between 1950 and 
1967, U.S. pesticide consumption increased by 
267 percent, and achieved a five percent increase 
in total crop yeilds.
"Unfortunately we behave as if we knew nothing 
of the environemnt and have no conception of its 
predictability, treating it instead with scant and 
brutal regard as if it were an idiosyncratic and . 
extremely stupid slave."
Yet some 250 pests are now resistant to 
pesticides, while many others need bigger doses 
to keep them under control. Half a million man­
made chemicals are in use.
"Yet we cannot predict the behaviour or 
properties of the greater part of them once they
"The social system is, in fact, overloaded, with 
more people than it is capable of organising into a 
society. Its essentia! structure breaks down, and it 
ceases to be capable of self-regulation."
In the United States, crime in cities of more 
than 250,000 inhabitants is two and a half times 
that of the suburbs, which in turn is twice that of 
the rural areas. A recent survey showed " it is con­
siderably higher per capita in cities of more than 
250,000 than in small towns with a population of 
less than 10,000."
A second chapter of A Blueprint for 
Survival details the strategy necessary for a change 
to a stable society.
One seemingly overbearing problem is that 
the plan to save the earth is scheduled to start in 
Britian in three years 1975. In Australia and 
New Zealand, commencement of the radical 
changes included' in the plan may wait a few 
years longer.
But it is necessary for this area that highly 
industrialised countries overseas immediately take 
steps to institute some ecology action.
Despite our relative isolation, the life style 
of any country in the world may affect its 
antipodes. -
For instance, the pesticide DDT used in 
many countries, has been found resident in 
Antartic penguins and deep sea eels, life which 
would presumably have no access to such chem­
icals.
natural fats; synthetic fibres to replace natural 
fibres; chemical fertilisers to replace organic 
manure. A t the same time, nuclear energy slowly 
replaces that previously derived from fossil fuels. 
"Even the slightest amount of these products, when 
introduced into our ecosphere, constitutes poll­
ution, while since by their very rtature they must 
-continue accumulating, to produce them meth- • 
odicaliy is to ensure the systematic replacement of 
the ecosphere with extraneous waste matter."
Yet the industrial "revolution" will only 
stop "when public opinion demands such a move, 
in vyhich case it will be politically expedient, and 
when a method is found for doing so without 
creating unemployment or excessive pressure on  
capital. We believe this is possible only within 
the framework of a fully integrated plan."
Population at present is increasing by two 
percent, or 72 million people per year.
"But this overall figure conceals crpcially import­
ant differences between countires.
"T|ie industrialised countries with.-one-third the 
world's population have annual growth rates of 
between 0.5 and 1.0 percent; the undeveloped 
on the other hand, with two-thirds of the world 
population, have annual growth rates of between 
two and three percent, and from  40 to 45 percent
of their population is under 15." •
• , • ' . -  ", •</'.
The blueprint examines the exhuastion 
fates for 16 major metals. These are sllve.-, alum­
inium (bauxite), gold, cobalt, chronjum, copper,
’ iron, mercury, manganese molybdenum, nickel, 
lead, platinum, tin, tungsten, and zinc.
" I f  the rates of consumption continue to increase 
expotentially at the rate they have done since 
i9 6 0 , then all known reserves w ijl-be exhausted 
within 50 years yvith the exception of only two 
(chronium and iron) — and they will last for only 
another 40 years!" /  r
; In addition petrol supplies will end in about 
25 years. A t the present rate of consumption, 
demand will outstrip the world, reserves of crude
are released into the environment."
In addition, marjy of the wheat and rice 
strains now being grown are high-yield, but also 
highly vulnerable, requiring increased protection 
by insecticides and massive inputs of -organic 
fertilisers.
/ ’Pesticides' not only create the demand for future 
Use (addiction), they aTsd- create the demand to 
use more pesticide more often (habituation). 
Such fat-soluble pesticides as DDT are concen­
trated as they pass from one feeding level to the 
next.
"In  the course of digestion a predator retains 
rather than eliminates the DDT content of its 
prey. The more it eats, the more DD T it accum­
ulates. The process results in especially high con­
centrations of toxins in predaceous terrestial 
vertebrates "
Conversely, and magnifying the problem, 
is the necessity of high-yeild crops. According 
to the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) 
all the good land in the world is now being 
farmed, and by 1985 no marginal land will be 
unfarmed.
"The amount of marginal land available for 
agriculture is severely limited and it has *been 
estimated that if the required increases in food 
production were to be met from this source 
alone, the reserves of land would be exhausted 
within a decade or less.
"Indeed, some of the land now under cultivation 
has been so exhausted that it will have to be 
returned to permanent pasture."
Finally there is the effect of industrial life 
on the social systems.
"The activities of industrial man are having a 
very serious effect on society. They can be shown 
to be leading to its disintegration, and it can also 
be shown that such pathological manifestations as 
crime, delinquency, drug addiction, alcoholism, 
mental diseases, suicide, all of which are in­
creasing expotentially in our major cities, are the 
symptoms of this disintegration.
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To affect the program outlined in the blue­
print, the Movement for Surviv&l will, if need 
be, "assume political status and contest the next 
(British) general election."
The strategy, described as "necessarily un­
sophisticated and oversimplified" is as follows:-
POPULATION CONTROL
A national population service, first to hold 
the population at its current level, and later to 
reduce it, is planned for establishment in 1975.
"Clearly we must go all out for the 'unlikely 
event' of achieving the replacement-sized fam ily  
(an average of about two children per couple) 
throughout the world by the end of this century, 
if our children are not to suffer the catastrophes 
we seek to avoid."
The major action tef prevent population 
growth suggested is to provide free contraceptives 
and sterilisation operations, and abortion on de­
mand. Another suggestion is to mount the best 
possible advertising campaign to advocate — "the 
great need for couples to have no more than two 
children. For example, the notion (derived largely 
from popular women's magazines) that childless 
couples should be objects of pity rather than 
esteem should be sharply challenged. . ."
The fourth stage suggested is "that of per­
suading the public to have average family sizes 
of slightly less than replacement size, so that 
total population can be greatly reduced."
The major reason for reducing the popul­
ation is food supply: "While most people receive 
the bare minimum of calories necessary for sur­
vival, a large proportion are deprived of the 
nutrients (especially protein) essential for intell­
ectual development.
"They are alive, but unable to realise their full 
potential — which is the grossest possible waste 
of human resources."
SOCIAL ACCOUNTING AND TAXES
The blueprint suggests the introduction of 
monetary incentives and disincentives to put a 
premium on durability and a penalty on dis­
posability.
At present, success of the economy is 
measured by the gross national product (GNP). 
Yet, as both the reservoirs of raw mater ¡a Island 
the reservoirs for pollution are limited and finite, 
this should be regarded as gross national cost.
"We must come to assess our standard of living 
not by calculating the value of all the air.-con- 
ditioners we have made and sold, but by the fresh­
ness of the air . . . "
A raw materials,.tax, "would be prpporr 
tionate to the availability of each raw material, and 
would be designed to enable our reserves to last 
an arbitrary period of time."
An amortisation tax would be proportionate 
to the estimated life of the product, and would 
penalise short lived products, but not durables. 
The third tax, a power tax, "would penalise 
power-intensive processes and hence those causing 
considerable pollution. Since machinery requires
more power than people, it would at the same 
time favour the employment intensification of 
industry, i.e., create jobs."
Total consumption of other products would 
have to be reduced. These include synthetic 
products — detergents, fibres, plastics and resins.
"All of these processes consume the non-renew­
able fossil fuels" and "can be broken down only 
with difficulty."
These measures would be introduced in 
1975, and would develop towards substitution of 
materials in 1985 and the full decentralisation pf 
industry by 2010.
PESTICIDES
Control of pesticide use is planned in three 
stageis. The first stage is that developed countries 
should end commitment to persistent pesticides 
.D D T , Oieidrln, etc) and subsidise similir mbves 
by undeveloped countries.
’• The second stage, within ten years, involves 
the ’progressive substitution of organiochlorides 
carbamates, etc). Substitution of chemical control 
by integrated control should start about 1985, cul­
minating finally in use of hatural pesticides.
FERTILISERS
A two-step process is planned for 1975, to 
end subsidies on inorganic fertilisers and sub­
stitute them for use on organics. Five years later, 
the progressive introduction of diversified farming 
is suggested. This farming would suggest a return 
to traditional good husbandry, with crop rotation 
replacing monoculture.
In undeveloped countries, the replacement 
of both organic pesticides and fertilisers which are 
necessary to the new breeds of rice and wheat 
would be expected to create food shortages.
"In the meantime, an emergency food supply must 
be created by the developed prime-producers 
(USA, USSR, Canada, Australia, New Zealand) 
so that as much as possible of any short-fall can 
be met during this difficult period."
It might be necessary to continue this 
. supply until as late as 2075.
TRANSPORT
The start of the plan for survival notes 
three immediate changes from the present system 
of transport.
"A  commitment to build no more roads and to 
use the capital released to subsidise public tran­
sport" would be an excellent way of providing a 
sound public transportation system.
Labour released from road building can go 
to (second step) the clearance of derelict land 
which should be completed by 1985, and after 
that on other renewal programs or to agriculture 
which will increasingly require more manpower. 
The third step provides restrictions on private 
transport and subsidies for public transport.
"People use their cars for four main reasons: to 
go to work, to go to the countryside, to visit 
friends and to show off. In the stable society, 
however, each community will provide its own 
jobs, there will be countryside around it, most 
friends and relations will be within it, and there 
will be much more reliable and satisfying ways 
of showing off."
The replacement for private transport is a 
rapid mass-transit system from 1985.
" It  is clear that broadly-speaking the only alter­
native is public transport — a mix of rapid mass- 
transit by road and rail. It  can also be as flexible 
as private transport, provided it is encouraged at 
the expense of the latter."
One line of rapid transit can move as many 
people in one hour as 20 lanes of freeway, not to 
mention the ugliness, tremendous noise, and air 
pollution of the latter.
"The power requirements for transporting freight 
by road are five to six times greater than by 
rail.
"The energy outlay for the cement and steel re­
quired to build a motorway is three to four times 
greater than that required to build a railway, and 
the land area necessary for the former is estimated 
to be four times more than for a railway/'
The new agricultural system would not 
allow scope for large crop growing or livestock­
rearing factories.
"Small farms run by teams with specialised know­
ledge of ecology, entomology, botany, etc., will 
then be the rule, and indeed individual small­
holdings could become extremely productive 
suppliers of eggs, fruit and vegetables to neigh­
bourhoods.
"In  industry, as with agriculture, it will be impor­
tant to maintain a vigorous feedback between 
supply and demand in order to avoid waste, over­
production, or production of goods which the 
community does not really want, thereby elimin­
ating the needless expense of time, energy and 
money in attempts to persuade it that it does.
"The small community is not only the organisation­
al. structure in which, internal or systemic controls 
are most likely to operate efficiently, but its 
dynamic is an essential source of stimulation 
and pleasure for the individual.
"The fourth reason; for decentralisation is that 
to deploy a population in small towns and 
villages is to reduce to a minimum its impact on 
the environment.
"Basic precepts of ecology, such as the inter­
relatedness of all things and the far-reaching 
affects of ecological processes and their disruption, 
should influence community decision making and 
therefore there must be an efficient and sensitive 
communications network between all communities. 
"We emphasise that our goal should be to create 
community feeling and global awareness, rather 
than that dangerous and sterile compromise which 
is nationalism.
"Industry can completely fulfil its new role only 
in close harmony with particular communities . . .  
and jobs then given on the basis that work must 
be provided by the community for the sake of 
that community's stability and not because one 
group wishes to profit from another group's 
labor, or capital.
"Over a stated period of time, local government 
should be strengthened and as many functions as 
possible of central government should be trans­
ferred to it.
"The redistribution of government should pro­
ceed on the principle that issues which affect 
only neighbourhoods should be decided by the 
neighbourhood alone, those which affect only 
communities by the community alone, those 
which affect only regions by the region alone, and 
so on."
By the blueprint's schedule, an experi 
mental .community of this type would be estab 
lished in 1980 to add to education of the comm 
unity.
A t the same time as the target date for 
maximum redistribution of government (2030) 
domestic sewerage with a good urban-rural mix 
should be suitable for return to the land. Target 
date of the network of communities is 2075, but 
the authors say "that by 2050, "There should be 
sufficient diversity of agriculture, decentralisation 
of industry and redistribution of government, 
together with a large proportion of people whose 
education is designed for life in the stable society, 
for the establishment of self-sufficient, ,self- 
regulatng communiites to be well-advanced."
Two more
A WATERGATE ANALYSIS
As the Watergate affair explodes in 
the media it keeps raising more 
questions for the establishment than 
it seems to settle. The scandal cannot 
be conceived of in one thought, the 
implications are so vast.
As one traces the personalities and 
their connections to various groups, a 
configuration of the real political 
forces begins to emerge which chal­
lenges accepted notions of national 
politics in the US.The foremost myth 
shattered is that two distinct political 
parties are contending with one an­
other, and the belief Watergate was 
simply the Republicans bugging the 
Democrats.
To imply, as many periodicals and 
newspapers have, that it was a moment 
of Nixon over-eagerness (a sin he has 
long suffered from: overkill) that or­
dered this act of political espionage 
answers too little, in fact hides the 
forces that were behind this act. 
Looked at another way, many of the 
more lurid aspects of the case become 
commonplace, and fall in line and 
appear as a part of an ongoing system. 
What begins to stand out is the normal 
mode of operation of the bipartisan 
business coalition (see explanation) 
which sanctioned the act. Watergate 
revealed a certain desperateness, a 
fear that McGovern could unleash 
forces that would unseat the status 
quo of the bipartisan business coalition 
with dire consequences for their 
interests. ,
The possibility that a Kennedy or 
any Kennedy-backed man with any 
charisma at all might win the nomina­
tion was not acceptable to the coali­
tion. McGovern not only seemed ap­
pealing, he seemed to have the organ­
isational know-how and practical 
ability to speak to and rouse forces 
which were not content to operate 
through the established channels of 
power, with its convenient arrange­
ments. He was rousing youth, Blacks, 
Chicanos, peace people, women who 
were going and getting out the primary 
vote. They were raising issues chal­
lenging the ongoing system that the 
force Nixon represented had en­
trenched, reviving those very insurgent 
forces that the Nixon years seemed to 
have quieted by downgrading, with­
drawing poverty funding or outright 
repression. And the very extremity of 
the Watergate action implied that this 
new force constituted a viable danger 
to Nixon’s power and the power be­
hind Nixon, that of the bipartisan 
business coalition.
Conflict in US party politics, over 
the last decade, has centered around 
the ambitious Kennedy organisation. 
Nurtured by an independent fortune 
and utilizing charismatic figures, the 
Kennedy machine has repeatedly 
threatened the political hegemony of 
established business groups. It success­
fully challenged the power of these 
groups first inside the Democratic Par­
ty and then secured a run for the 
presidency. Since the political process
is the medium through which business 
controls the government, the Kennedy 
organisation was able to challenge 
established business control of the 
White House, that vital command post 
for regulating the national and inter­
national economies. The groups who 
benefited from Nixon’s leadership are 
in no mood to put up with another 
threat from the Kennedy machine.
(It is with these tensions in mind 
that many analysts view the still un­
explained assassination of President 
John Kennedy. The principals in the 
Watergate affair were also implicated 
in the Kennedy murder by independent 
investigators. They are mostly CIA or 
ex-CIA, and veterans of that agency’s 
raid on Castro’s Cuba at the Bay Q f 
Pigs. Kennedy refused to back-up the 
CIA invasion with ,US troops, and 
openly echoed Eisenhower’s fears of 
the invisible government that the CIA 
.had become.)
To counter just such insurgent 
threats, the established business groups 
organised themselves long ago into a 
bipartisan coalition. The groups agreed 
to place their common economic ne­
cessity to control the White House 
ahead of party loyalty. Unity behind 
their representatives in both parties 
would guarantee their dominance and 
limit the power of insurgents backed 
by the independently wealthy. If by 
chance such a maverick should secure 
the nominations in one party, the 
coalition members would cross party 
lines in order to win the election.
Nixon was the overwhelming choice 
of this coalition for the 1972 election. 
He had served its interests faithfully 
and “deserved” another term. To en­
sure his victory, the coalition would 
engineer the nomination of a phantom 
opponent in the Democratic Party. 
Nixon would then sail through the 
election and the myth of the two-party 
system would be sustained.
It is important not to be bemused 
by the more covert and glamorous 
aspects of the intelligence community , 
particularly the CIA. US intelligence 
operations really came into their own 
after the outbreak of world war 2, 
when the business groups needed a 
coordinating and tactical agency 
directly under their control to secure 
and maintain a world empire. Other 
established agencies (like the FBI or 
military intelligence) were not able to 
fulfill this function because of lack of 
direct corporate control, provincial 
bureaucracies and Congressional scru­
tiny. So the business groups built the 
Office of Strategic Services, which 
evolved into the CIA, and staffed it, at 
the top, with scions from the business 
groups.
This analysis of Watergate uses some 
concepts which require definition.
— Business group: The basic unit of 
modern capitalism. A business or finan­
cial group is a coalition of many di­
verse corporations centrally coordi­
nated and controlled through a leading 
commercial bank. The merger of large
industrial and banking fàn>iLÿrfortjifies 
leads to the formation *jo£°a "group; 
under the direction^! :af smaiL number 
of men, the group-seeks;* thropgh 
financial relations, i.to rèXptoçL its/tna- 
tional and international power,!'maxi­
mize profits and generate* aftd maintain 
a climate of opinion ifavosable/fodts, 
interests.
In the development'oF/ÜS! capital­
ism, the East Coast aristocracy'iof 
wealth combined its fortunès'intofwhat 
are today the largest/and jrndstpowjerfu 1 
financial interest g'roupSr-T&e Rocke­
feller Chase ManhattJft-Ghe«ricdl 'Rank 
Group; The First National/ GiiyuBank 
Group; the Morgan GrriupçllhqiBoriion 
Group, etc. Over the; hist 140 yehrs, 
newer but smaller secondaiy.;financial 
groups have emerged ihihfe Sotith ànd, 
Southwest. They seek" to  'morcôp&lize 
sectors of the econo my dnoopposition 
to or at times in conjitoetion’toithtirhe 
primary groups. Betweenithfeiatgerand 
smaller groups there, exist, medium 
size groups located; ; primarily "aropmd 
Cleveland, Chicago,* Mihn^apedis / and 
San Francisco.
—  Bipartisan Business 0éàïïtiéh:>!Yhe 
informal political dirêotoratec of c the 
business groups. It /àsutbeiiumt aof 
politics, the real party. oThèTbusiness 
groups have been iïîçreasjingiyfdepen­
dent on the governmentitajregulate the 
economy. They seek^thereforepto 
control the country’s/ political/life, 
especially at the federal : letf el " through 
both major parties./Thein power} bver 
the parties is exercised /thro,ugh ;G àm - 
paign contributions,* advisers: aridipres- 
idential candidates as.welliàs the>use of 
the most organised i:US* cbmrrfand 
structure — the modern zoorporation. 
Historically, each group’oompeted» with 
the others for èontrol over:'»the 
parties, and the nomination and  elect­
ion of its representative J  But /compe­
tition increased the* chance for. losing 
control of one or : bothy parties ; to 
businessmen outside3/.'the t established 
groups.
The emergence b f the : Rockefeller 
group as t(je unchallengeddeader ■of all 
the groups after worldow^Z 2 provided 
a solution to this dilemnla. <A<bip!pdi- 
san coalition was organised to dry and 
maintain control over the parties* and 
preserve the important mythiiof a 
two-party system. Under. Rockefeller 
guidance, all the groups* reasoned .that 
their primary objective, control of the 
federal government, Isdperseded the 
demands of any onfe- groups Group- 
members, Republicans land Democrats 
agreed to formulate« an ‘ov'erall strategy 
for action within and" between;>their 
parties. This would ̂ guarantee h t  he 
nomination and elebtion of ¿  favorable 
candidate.
— Nixon, Business< Groups^ and' the 
Bipartisan Coalition: ¿rfas a represen­
tative of the small B^t'iéxpandirigi/Los 
Angeles group, Nixon/snrapid>.advance 
rested on forging an iaUtance>with the 
bigger Eastern finanejah.‘groups. -In 
1952 he was place&on'tbe.Eisehhower 
ticket by the primary .groups; particu­
larly Rockefeller, rto »strqpgthem.Re-
publican relations with the South and 
Southwestern secondary interests. He 
was almost dumped after the famous 
slush fund scandal because inter­
primary secondary group relations were 
still weak, untested and ill-defined.
Nixon lost the 1960 presidential 
election for the following reasons. The 
Eastern primary groups, led by the 
Rockefellers, were reluctant to fully 
back his candidacy because of his 
secondary origins. Besides, JFK was 
viewed by the bipartisan coalition as a 
reliable representative of their interests 
and not an independent threat. There­
fore, he received some primary support 
and significant secondary backing from 
the Texas, Florida and Minneapolis 
groups. In effect, Kennedy’s minimum, 
support from non-Rockefeller primary 
groups, his large assistance from many 
important secondary groups and 
charisma constituted a winning power 
combination.
Nixon’s resurrection began in 1963 
when he moved to New York and 
entered a Wall Street firm (Mudge, 
Rose, Guthrie & Alexander). While 
retaining the Los Angeles connections, 
he worked to broaden his base among 
the eastern primary groups, particularly 
Rockefeller, as well as other regional 
groups. The revamping proved ex­
tremely successful. The coalition of 
groups behind his 1968 campaign in­
cluded all the primary and most of the 
secondary interests — the most power­
ful coalition of business forces 
ever assembled. _
After JFK took power, business 
groups were dissatisfied with some of 
his policies, particularly the Bay of 
Pigs fiasco, the Civil Rights movement 
and the CIA overthrow of Diem. The 
coalition dropped its support and 
vowed to oppose any future Kennedy 
candidates.
That combination is reflected in the 
Administration’s key appointments. 
For instance, foreign policy has been 
relegated to Henry Kissinger^ a long­
time Rockefeller associate who hardly 
knew Nixon, before the election./ 
Mitchell also had the Rockefeller’s 
blessing for Attorney General since 
Nelson had worked closely with the 
bond lawyer in Albany. On the second­
ary side, the Texas group was accorded 
its due reward with the appointment of 
John B. Connally as Secretary of the 
Treasury. Florida’s George Smathers,, 
retired from the Senate, now lobbies 
for several giant corporations, Southern 
interests and the shipping industry. 
The latter received its largest govern­
ment subsidy in history under Nixon. 
Smathers still pulls a lot of weight and 
keeps the channels open to organised 
crime which has shown tremendous 
growth over the last ten years.
— NACLA (North American Coun­
cil on Latin America) and Ken 
Lester, from Terminal City Express, 
Vancouver, May 4,1973.
After Nimbin ~ what of the counterculture?
By Tim Piggott
“So — when was it — /, drawn, 
like blown cloud, couldn’t stop 
dreaming o f roaming, roving the coast 
up & down, back at the hut by 
the river side, sweeping cobwebs off, 
a year gone & misty skies returning, 
possessed by wanderlust, at wit’s 
end . . . ”
— Basho (translated
from the Japanese)
That’s probably how a lot of 
people arrived at Nimbin; lonely, 
alienated, bored middle-class students 
who entered, amazed, into a wild, 
weird little pioneer/frontier western 
studio lot ‘painted in multi-coloured 
acid craziness . . . coming into a 
quaint Fourier/Robert Owenite uto­
pian socialist society to create an Al­
ternative Society (in the University 
first term holidays. For ten days 
only). What was the dream that was 
supposed to be created at Nimbin?
The Theory: The counterculture 
doesn’t have a specific ideology. It 
contains varied sub-movements within 
itself. Basically, it is manifested in 
the ethical principles of truth, non­
violence, poverty and non-possession 
and stresses feeling as against intellect. 
It is very similar to Tolstoyan 
anarchism (in India: meaning ‘The 
Welfare of All’ based on ideas of 
Gandhi). Revolution, in essence, as 
a revaluation of values.
The first step in this revolution is 
to convert individuals, if possible on 
a mass scale, by appealing to their
emotions as well as their intellect. 
Their acceptance and practice, of 
these ethics are believed to lead to 
radical social change. Gradually, 
through co-operative effort, the 
people proceed to create new forms 
of social life and new institutions 
(like the free schools, the learning 
exchange and so on). Conversion of 
individuals to these new values is 
(theoretically) directed to all men 
and women without discrimination 
by sex, creed or class. This rejection 
of class appeal and any form of class 
struggle (as distinct from classical 
anarchism, and, of course, marxism) 
rests on the belief that the “real” 
interests of any individual, or group 
of individuals, are never in conflict 
with those of the rest of mankind. 
The good of all resides in the good of 
one.
Sarvodaya anarchism, Owenite 
utopian socialism, and most of the 
counterculture view themselves as 
essentially universalistic movements. 
They find themselves involved to 
improve the lot of the ‘low, the 
last, the lost, and the least’ — but, 
in principle, they are interested in no 
less than the whole of mankind, view­
ing themselves as the true philosophy 
of humanity, and this utopian society 
will be achieved when everyone be­
gins to practice this philosophy in 
their daily lives . . .
The Practice: Like television, 
Nimbin was the festival for the de­
pressed! Students came because true 
life is absent in their own lives.
They watched . the.nooountiferfeit 
ecstacy of jesus freaks^dwiire lighters, 
hare krishna and othqrsj who-proved 
each night with 1 *theifi£i£mgirigiiand • 
dancing that ‘religious,' '»ecstasy.; is» a 
substitute for orgastic.excitatrbn/.as 
Reich pointed out’ forty,; years’ ago. 
The rampant rural' romarrticismimade 
five thousand city "kid*^experience 
the illusion that a$en..day'.icampmg 
holiday was an Alternative’ Soeddfcy.
The mysticism was^basea :on. sexual 
repression. The nhcle^lDrfamilyi‘gath­
ered around camp fir es/where .the men 
swapped cliches from iindiaii /myth­
ology while “their dadife^’//cooked 
the brown rice, rolled;ihe goints)'tod 
inevitably carriede a/babyitOn^ one 
hip. The role-playing forbedoh qa all 
in this society perpetuatedaibseifidn 
many similar ways at/Nimbin (for 
instance, the obedience toithe ideas^of 
the controllers of. dhev(festival,who 
were convinced, after thdmigM when 
the crowd seized ' back: to e 4 yidiims 
of the drug bust, that /xadrcalstfrom 
the south’ were determined do » wreck 
the festival).
However, lots of/gadd ¡things did 
happen: it was good do .wander 
around through toeabeautifixh, nor­
thern New South W^lesismuntryaide, 
without clothes, feeling; ¡the* sun, 
showering together; shitting Itogether, 
sharing things and‘Ourselves;Reeling' 
trust, co-operation a “and ¡openness, 
watching children i roaming /free 
whose parents have, felt Jthe terrorism 
society has inflicted - on themv rand
are determined to allow their kids 
a libertarian lifestyle. It was good to 
sing together around campfires, 
making music together, sleeping to­
gether in tribes; being intoxicated 
by. the Bengali Bauls, the Indian 
street musicians, and the child-like 
bated breath joy ous wonder-watching 
the French tightrope walker ...
Wandering back down by the 
“great green prairies of the pacific 
blue ocean” , tasting the white salt' 
of wave spray beneath a pale sky 
with orange brushstrokes of cloud 
and a round white unblinking 
moon, you wonder how the people 
who went to Nimbin would translate 
the experience into their own every­
day lives. Coming back into the urban 
delirium of Sydney it was suddenly 
beautiful to glimpse the lumbering 
green video van stumbling through 
the traffic . . .  the van stops and 
we talk about Nimbin . . . Mick, 
who’s driving, is going back, and 
you immediately want to do the 
same, but, now it’s Sydney, and 
Rilke, at the beginning of this cen­
tury, said it about great cities (where 
most of us live and will live): how 
can we love in a climate o f death?
Maybe we are the vanguard of the 
leisure class in the future free society 
where technology is used to liberate 
rather than enslave but right now, 
Nimbin was just a really good week, 
month, (or life, maybe, for those 
who will stay) for a few, This 
Alternative Society is still only 
possible for those few.
Ponch Hawkes
Above ; Laurie Carmichael, “I made a mistake.
Below : Joe, “We are not to be treated like dogs. ”
Ford workers riot at Melbourne plant
We make the cars 
but-
we can’t afford 
to buy them
*>y
Ponch Hawkes 
and Helen Gamer '
We got to the Broadmeadows 
Ford plant on Wednesday June 13 
when all the smashing was over. 
None of the usual paraphernalia of the 
organised strike or demonstration 
was to be seen — no signs for the press 
or for passers-by, no banners for 
solidarity — but vegetables, stones, 
fruit, lumps of bread lay all about 
inside the.closed cyclone wire gates, 
and we had to fight our way through 
crowds of irritable, hostile men to 
get to the fence.
There was that unresolved, 
nervous jumpy feeling we’d exper­
ienced before, after demos — people 
not wanting it to be over because it 
hadn’t sorted things out, even in 
their own minds. This day, though, 
maybe the men’s rage had tempor­
arily spent itself. No one was smiling, 
no one was looking pleased with 
himself or boastful. But there were 
the smashed windows, the dust from 
the scuffles and running feet hadn’t 
quite settled, and there were police 
everywhere.
Inside the gate the executives 
were standing about in their suits, 
a good ten or twelve yards back 
from the gate where the front line of 
workers still leaned. Next to us, on a 
raised platform outside the gate, 
lounged a group of Yugoslavians, 
goodlooking young guys, Zagreb 
coffee bar style, maroon flares, 
buckled shoes, luminous green socks. 
One of the younger Ford executives 
ventured towards the fence where 
they stood.
“How long have you worked 
here?” he was asking them in turn. 
An odd: look crossed their faces as 
they answered his slowly spoken 
question — a bit like schoolboys 
pausing to answer the headmaster 
on his daily rounds.
“Me one year.”
“Me four year.”
No one knew what to say 
next. The executive strolled on. The 
young men stared at him through 
the wire.
Groups were forming, breaking 
up, reforming, focussing round union 
officials or vociferous workers. A 
few blues broke out but were quickly 
quelled by other workers. No one 
was going to talk to us that day.
That night we watched it on 
television. How they hate that build­
ing! They attacked it with their bare 
hands, with unidentifiable lumps of 
metal, with uprooted posts. They 
pushed over a brick wall and began 
to heave against a cyclone wire, fence 
eight feet high. In the blur of dust 
and movement you could see police­
men doing nothing.
On Friday morning at the meet­
ing in the Ford carpark there was a 
cold wind,'a dull sky, hundreds of 
men huddling in overcoats,, hands in 
pockets. Sol Marks (Amalgamated 
Metal Workers’ Union) was just 
finishing speaking, slowly and dist­
inctly. Where were the interpreters? 
We didn’t see any. Next to us stood 
a huge Australian.
“You want to go and talk to 
those blokes,” he said. “They’re 
treated like animals, on the line. You 
go and talk to them.”
The line, the line. The word 
comes into every sentence they use. 
They say the word like miners say 
the pit: A lot of these men could 
hardly speak English. Each group we 
spoke with would form around one 
man a little more fluent than his 
mates, and as he talked away they 
would nod, add words, rattle out in 
Italian or Maltese or Greek or Yugo­
slavian things the spokesman had 
forgotten, then sometimes in frust­
ration one would step forward from 
the fringe with his own stammered 
version of what was happening.
“The line — no talking — the 
line, before you come to Australia 
they don’t tell you that,” says a 40- 
year-old Yugoslavian. “Big fish, 
small fish — the small fish don’t eat.”
John, Greek, 26; one year at 
Ford: “It’s very hard. The line keeps 
going, the line. . . every day they try 
to speed more. And it’s very boring.
A Maltese inspector, 28: “I 
have to inspect. They finish the car 
up to the end of the line, even if it 
is nearly repainted. If you stop the 
line they take you to the office 
because you are stopping the prod­
uction, or they come and scream the 
hell out of you. You can’t stop the 
line, or jump the line. How can you 
stop the cars?”
Anton, Polish, 56, eight years 
at Fordc '‘It’s time for a cup of tea -  
you get the tea and sometimes it’s 
too hot, you can’t drink it. The 
foremen press the people like dogs, 
faster work, rushing you all the time. 
I work on a concrete floor. The 
moisture from the concrete gets in 
your lej*s and you get cramp and 
later arthritis. The Unions don’t 
mention it. If a single person asks, 
maybe he gets the sack. The speed is 
terrible. Sometimes you get the 
nerves, you don’t know what you 
are doing.. People bang — you know, 
the elbow, or one another.”
Turkish welder, 27: “The tea —I 
I work in the pits under the car. Take 
off your mask and overalls, half of 
your tea you’ve drunk, the whistle 
blows and you have to rush back to 
the car. I t’s too speedy — suppose I 
miss a car. I tell the fellow behind 
me to get it otherwise I have to stop 
the line and the foreman comes and
shouts at me. Nearly 50 cars an hour 
— that’s almost ope a minute.”
“Bullshit,’’ interrupts a Yugo­
slavian,‘40, at Ford for seven years. 
“It’s 60 or 70 cars, but every second 
one is wrong. It’s just politics, not 
people. They say if you don’t like the 
job, go home, bad luck for you. I 
don’t understand much, because I 
just work like an animal.”
Joe: “You can only go to the 
toilet when there are relief workers 
available,Too bad if jyou don’t want 
to go then, or if you feel like going 
some other time. You can’t leave the 
line. If you complain, you get sent to 
Personnel Office. They say, ‘You go 
to the toilet now, or you’re finished’. 
Industrial relations — that’s for the 
company — not for the workers.”
Sam, Italian, 35, can hardly 
speak English. “I work hard. They 
don’t care. Eight years here — every 
day more push push push — >every 
day. 600 cars a day.”
George, 22, Greek, almost too 
shy to speak though his English is 
good when he gets going: “For tea 
we get six minutes. You can’t drink 
the tea, maybe it’s too hot. Hurry 
up, hurry hurry — so you end up put­
ting the tea in the rubbish. We can’t 
eat lunch in the plant and the canteen 
is too small.”
John, Greek, 26: (about the 
plant manager describing on TV what 
the workers had done at the plant) 
“He say we are silly. The people are 
not silly. He is silly, because he gets 
so much money, and the people try 
to get enough money to buy bread 
and feed the kids. The unions didn’t 
do nothing for us. They gave us a 
couple of packets of cigarettes more. 
We won’t come for this money. 
They stick with the company.”
Joe, Italian, 26: “In a way, the 
foremen are the meat in the sandwich, 
in the plant. They’re not all bad 
blokes. But if you’re no good at 
pushing people, you can’t be a 
foreman. My brother is a foreman 
now. They change his mind — because 
he gets a good job, he’s more for 
the company than for the workers. 
They train them well. You don’t 
get the job if you’re not on the 
bosses’ side. If a section is down on 
production in a certain week, the big 
chiefs organise a foremen’s meeting, 
Pressure on the foremen means more 
pressure on the men. They start 
screaming, the poor blokes on the 
line don’t understand — they get 
terrified.”
George, Greek, 22: “We’ve got 
to be united, like we are today. We’ve 
got strong leaders. We trust the shop 
stewards, because they work with us.”
Joe: “Yeah, shop stewards are 
for the workers, but they can’t do 
much because they’re paid by the 
company too. They have to watch 
their jobs. They’re dependent on the
company.
George, 22, again: “These days 
a Falcon costs $5000. We get $62 
clear without overtime. We make the 
cars, but we can’t afford to buy 
them. In four months Ford gets $15 
million profit—what does the worker 
get? Nothing. All we get is new 
machines to push the cars out.”
Onder, Turkish, 25: “Five 
people, five bosses. They watch over 
us, we can’t get away.”
Joe jerks his thumb at the , 
hundreds of men standing around 
the carpark. “I don’t think these 
people can survive. $62 clear without 
overtime. $20 is nothing in the super­
market today. What if the kids get 
sick? I tell you, there are people 
who haven’t got the money to buy 
cigarettes any more. If you have to 
work for a living, you might as well 
stay in your own country. You 
should see the propaganda the Aust­
ralian government gives to get mig­
rants out here. We saw pictures of 
people playing — what’s it called — 
ah — tennis-, every day. People get 
fooled. They come here to Ford, 
straight away they change their 
minds.”
A man next to Joe rattles off a 
quick sentence: Joe translates: “they 
don’t recognise his qualifications.”
George: “And they didn’t tell 
us about the taxes.”
Joe: “You should see the films 
— people in cars, on beaches, playing 
bowls, golf. If they work at Ford, 
I’m sure they get no time to play 
golf! The only golf they see is on TV. 
You have to work Saturday or you 
only get $62.
“The glaziers’ Union is refusing 
to fix the damaged building until 
Ford comes across with the wage 
increase. We’ve £ot nothing to lose. 
We didn’t do enough damage. To 
them — ” a jerk of the head toward; 
the plant — “it’s like two cents. The 
American bosses, they get money 
to give tips to waitresses. What do 
we get? We make the profits for 
them. I don’t belong to any political 
party. I work this out from my own 
life, what I see.”
Frederick, Maltese, 28: “The 
other plants must come out too. 
Geelong is not out, spare parts and 
plastics are not out. This way, we 
lose, we suffer, and they get what 
we win.”
George, middle-aged, a shop 
steward, in a double-knit cardigan, 
introduces himself as “Greek, but a 
naturalised Australian” and gives his 
version of demands and events. “They 
want more money, no penalties for 
late attendance, no speeding up the 
line; they want the foremen to calm 
down a bit. With many nationalities 
it is difficult to explain everything. 
Mr Carmichael made a mistake. He 
couldn’t count people one by one —
he thought most people wanted to 
go back to work. When I was on the 
platform I thought most people didn’t 
want to go back to work. But we 
have to be fair to the company and 
the unions. We are all people — if 
we are united and not separated, 
we are human beings, and so are they. 
The company, they open the door 
and say, ‘Welcome, George!’.”
Most of the strikers were less 
sanguine. Several men on the 7.30 am 
shift that Wednesday told of tele­
grams they’d received from, the man­
agement telling them to clock on an 
hour early. “It was a trick,” said Joe, 
“so half would arrive at the right 
time and think that, because their 
mates had gone in, it was all right to 
go in. They’re smart. All they need 
now is a whip — for the slaves, like on 
the Siberia line. They employ new 
migrants, they push them hard.”
Shop steward George mention­
ed the telegrams too. “They sent out 
telegrams, that is why the men went 
back to work. The company said the 
shop stewards could go in 15 minutes 
later then they changed their mind 
and everybody got excited.”
The Turkish welder, added: 
“The men who went back to work, 
they came early and when they 
were inside they had to stay in until 
the lunchtime — but many of them 
were too frightened to go out.”
Victor, Cypriot, 29, a clerk: 
“The company is responsible for all 
the damage because they didn’t allow 
the shop stewards to go into the 
plant. They got into negotiations 
with the shop stewards so they could 
call the police. They said there were 
1500 people in there. It was a big lie. 
I was there from 3.15 to 4.20 and I 
saw only 400, say another 100 at the 
back, that makes only 500.”
George, 22 : “The papers said 
that on Wednesday there were 1500 — 
1700 people inside the building. 1 
only saw a couple of hundred coming 
out.”
A young Italian comes up. 
“Look, look over here, talk to that 
woman — she’s got no money, she’s 
making her husband ask the union 
man for money.”
The woman, Nora, short, 
sturdy, gold earrings, big cardigan,
stands impassive while her husband 
pleads with the union man.
“I got no money, I got two 
kids, no money for their lunch, they 
got to have money for school.”
We ask her, “Do you think the 
strike is a good idea? Do you support 
what the strikers are doing?”
She hesitates. “Well. . .” The 
men around nod to her urgently — 
she smiles nervously, knowing what 
they want her to say.
“But it’s four weeks,” she says, 
“my husband wants to work. You 
have to think how much you already 
lost. Something is better than 
nothing.”
“No, no,” bursts in Joe. “We 
are not to be treated like dogs, 
animals. Everyone has to suffer to 
obtain something. The company 
gives a couple of cents, people go in 
to work — and the price of every­
thing goes up.”
Nora’s husband shows his driv­
ing licence to the union man, who 
copies his name. Joe translates what 
the Union man is saying: “There is 
no more money in the strike comm­
ittee. But I will see what I can do.” 
Nora shrugs, stares into the distance 
while the arguments rage on around 
her.
Laurie Carmichael of the Amal­
gamated Metal Workers Union is 
standing in the middle of a tight 
group of workers. “I made a mistake. 
The plan was to go to General 
Motors and then to Ford, but these 
workers wanted us to come here now. 
I have had three sleepless nights over 
whether or not I can still talk to 
workers. And if I can’t do that, I 
have to give up. I think we have now 
established a relationship between the 
union officials and the rank and file. 
These workers need more money. 
They are not going to let the Ford 
company have these conditions of 
work and unemployment. . . the 
inhuman conditions that prevail on 
the production'line.”
Frederick, Maltese’ “I am not 
here because I like it, striking. I don’t 
like it. We are nearly four weeks 
out. We have lost hundreds of dollars. 
No one wants to hurt another — but 
have to be done, one thing, have to 
be done.”
Rumblings from the production line
Unionmen out of touch
The Ford workers’ explosion at 
Melbourne’s Broadmeadows plant last 
week started as an example of what 
has become a standard union operation 
in Australia since the 1940’s. You start 
with the court award as your base 
figure. Then the union officials dream 
up some over-award amount they want 
the boss to pay. They convince the 
blokes at one company to put on a 
blue for this over-award payment.When 
the boss comes across with an offer, 
they get the blokes to accept it and go 
back to work. (The boss can do what he 
likes in the factory, speed up pro­
duction lines as he wishes.)
Meanwhile the union officials move 
on to the next factory and use the 
over-award payment they got down 
the road as justification for demanding 
the same from this boss. Another blue. 
The economy’s booming. The boss 
comes across. Then down the road to 
the next factory and so on. The 
“rolling strike” strategy. All the union 
officials are into it. The “left” officials 
are distinguished from the “right” 
ones by the' fact that they demand a 
few dollars more than the “right”. 
Quintessential bureaucratic unionism. 
The officials are the “generals” and 
the rank-and-file the dopey infantry.
Sometimes the infantry, sick to the 
teeth of being objects — in production 
and in the union — sick of two bosses, 
cuts loose and become uncontrollable. 
Especially, if they think the union 
officials’ deal is a bummer (after three 
weeks only five per cent) and if they 
think something is being put over 
them (no interpreters at the mass 
meeting,, perhaps a bodgie verdict on 
the vote at the Monday meeting.)
Laurie Carmichael of the “new” 
CPA is involved in this up to his neck. 
The CPA’s recent turn is not insincere- 
far from it — but it is difficult for
them to execute, to extricate them­
selves from the habits, gigs and operr 
ations they’ve been mixed up in for 
years, and which they still go along 
with.
So the revolt illuminates the type 
of unionism rampant in Australia and 
the distance CPA union officials have 
to go to live by the ethic they’ve ac­
cepted, of encouraging and aiding rank 
and file organisation and initiative.
On Thursday, Carmichael zoomed 
in on inhuman working conditions. But 
the boss responded with “What’s Car­
michael on about? When he sees us 
he only talks about money, nothing 
about conditions or assembly-line 
speeds.” The boss is probably not 
lying through his teeth. Carmichael is 
not working on the assembly-line, it 
does not oppress him daily, so it 
doesn’t really enter his consciousness, 
take root, and occur to him to bring 
up when he sees the boss. That’s the 
trouble with full-time union officials — 
they are cut off from their members, 
their vicissitudes, problems and con­
ditions—they are not usually real reps.
Carmichael now recognises all 
this to a certain extent. In future 
campaigns he promises to  consult 
the workers about demands and tac­
tics. But apparently he still sees the 
initiative coming from the top. He 
has promised to have shop stewards 
in on negotiations in future, though 
shop stewards can often constitute 
an oligarchy1 cut off from the rank- 
and-file as well.
We’re still a long way from 
general assemblies of the assembly 
line workers imposing their will on 
the production speeds and the quality 
of the cars, as occurred in the Fiat 
plants in Italy over the last couple 
of years.
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The House Un-American Activities Commission -  a witch-hunt organisation set up to discredit peaceniks and promote CIA-big-business operatives like Nixon (right).
THE CIA,
THE MAFIA, BIG BUSINESS 
& WATERGATE 
A LIFT*OUT DOSSIER
Watergate, the scandal, has unexpectedly interrupted the rapid 
consolidation of power amongst Richard Nixon’s sponsors and 
friends. The names mentioned in Watergate’s several discussion 
forumst belong to a hierarchy of international dealers in money, 
people and property.
flnvestigating aspects of Watergate are:
— The Federal Grand Jury in Washing­
ton: A citizens’ jury which hears evi­
dence of alleged violations of the law 
and decides whether the evidence war­
rants a trial. If so, they return an 
indictment against the accused. Grand 
Juries conduct their business in secret 
and can conduct their own investiga­
tions. Under Nixon they have also 
subpoenaed witnesses, compelling them 
to testify or else go to jail (see Rolling 
Stone, no. 123, , Dec. 7, 1972). The 
Grand Jury does not decide the ac­
cused’s guilt or innocence, that being 
passed on to a Federal or State court.
The Grand Jury in Washington was 
convened as a routine grand jury 12 
days before the Watergate break-in last 
June. So far it has indicted the seven 
Watergate conspirators. It is two thirds 
black, a majority of jurors being 
women.
— The Federal Grand Jury in New 
York: Began investigating a $200,000. 
contribution to Nixon from financier 
Robert Vesco. So far has indicted 
former Attorney General John Mitchell, 
former Commerce Secretary Maurice 
Stans and Harry Sears, formerly Repub­
lican leader of the New Jersey Senate.
— Senate Committee on Presidential 
Campaign Activities: Ostensibly a 
Senate committee is to hold hearings 
in order to obtain information that 
will help them recommend new legis­
lation. In fact, committee hearings are 
used to publicise an issue, sometimes 
to force the Justice Department to
act. Can subpoena witnesses but can’t 
decide guilt. Anyone who refuses to 
testify is held “ in contempt of Con­
gress”. This committee, chaired by 
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (76), is accused 
by some (with various motives) of 
being a defusing mechanism, mostly 
on the grounds that witnesses might 
claim in court — if they’re ever in­
dicted — that all this publicity at the 
Senate committee hearings prejudiced 
their case. This is the hearing being 
televised live throughout the country. 
Ervin is a hick, with an unshakeable 
belief in the rightness of the Consti­
tution and an old-timer’s sense of 
humor.
— The General Accounting Office: 
Always described in the newsmaga­
zines as Congress’ watchdog on finan­
cial practice, it is charged with re­
porting violations of the campaign 
spending act of 1971. It is one of the 
bodies that did not accept the stream 
of White House denials about Water­
gate, and has so far fined the Com­
mittee to Re-elect the President $1000, 
eight times.
— The US Justice Department: Before 
things got out of hand, Nixon’s Attor­
ney General Richard Kleindienst 
ordered the FBI to stop their Water­
gate investigations short of tracing the 
campaign contributions used to pay 
for the raid. When Kleindienst learnt 
his predecessor Mitchell was likely to 
be indicted, he “ruled himself out” of 
running the investigation. He quit the 
job on May 1st.
EVENTS LEADING TO 
THE 1972
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
After one year in the White House, 
Nixon and his Attorney General John 
Mitchell were plagued by leaks of secret 
plans to American newspapers.
In 1969 Mitchell ordered the FBI 
to tap the phones of reporters from the 
Washington Post, the New York Times 
and the London Sunday Times. FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover argued there 
were more important people to tap, 
and that disclosure of taps on reporters 
would be too politically damaging for 
his FBI. He blackmailed Mitchell by 
demanding written authorisation from 
the White House for the taps, which 
he could then threaten to reveal in the 
event of a showdown.
The split led Mitchell to encourage 
Congress and the Justice Department 
to consider an enquiry into the FBI in 
early 1971. Hoover responded by 
reaching for the incriminating Mitchell 
letter. The letter was gone. It had been 
stolen from FBI files. Hoover was con­
vinced Mitchell and Nixon had ordered 
a bag job on his office. Later that year, 
Hoover died, of a heart attack. .
In mid 1971, John D. Ehrlichman 
told his assistant Egil (Bud) Krogh to 
form a “plumbing crew” to stop leaks. 
This was after the Pentagon Papers, de­
tailing the history of US involvement 
in South East Asia were photocopied 
and handed to the press by Daniel 
' Ellsberg. Heading the crew was Charles 
W. Colson (Special Counsel to the Pres­
ident), with assistance from Peter 
Flanigan (Nixon’s adviser on economic 
affairs), and Murray Chotiner, an old 
Nixon crony and Mob lawyer.
Colson recruited E. Howard Hunt, 
who had left the CIA in 1970 after 23
years, and G. Gordon Liddy, a lawyer 
who had been an FBI agent and a 
Treasury official. These men were sup­
posed to stop leaks in the White House.
On September 4, 1971 Hunt, Liddy 
and three Cuban part-time CIA opera­
tors broke into the offices of Dr 
Fielding, Ellsberg’s psychiatrist, to look 
for evidence to discredit Ellsberg in 
the Pentagon Papers trial. They found 
nothing, and got the Los Angeles police 
to pin the break-in on a local thief. To 
do this job Hunt had obtained equip­
ment and forged papers form the CIA. 
General Robert Cushman, then CIA 
assistant director, rang Ehrlichman in 
August that year to say he would not 
help Hunt on any more jobs.
The same month — September 
1971 — Hunt started work on another 
project, to discredit John F. Kennedy. 
Hunt was allowed into secret file 
libraries of cables sent to and from 
Saigon by Kennedy and other top mem­
bers of the Kennedy administration. 
He found cables that mentioned the 
possibility of a Saigon coup to déposé 
President Diem, but could not directly 
trace an order from Kennedy to kill 
Diem, so he made one up. Hunt typed 
a fake cable, with Colson’s help, and 
tried to get it into Time, through Time 
reporter William Lambert. Lambert 
dropped the story.
In early’72 Hunt moved on to Ted 
Kennedy. He prepared a file on the 
Chappaquiddick incident and other 
personally damaging Kennedy Stories.
Apart from the White House plumb­
ers crew, Nixon also set up a 16-man 
Military Reserve Unit as a branch of 
his Office for Emergency Planning and 
Preparedness. The Unit drew up plans 
for rounding up radicals and leftists 
in the event of an “emergency”. James
June 23 — July 14 Page 3
ZEIGLER
Ronald L., 33: 
Was N ixon's  
Press Secretary 
— called Water­
gate "third-rate  
burglary attem pt"  
and blasted 
Washington 
Post for pursuing 
the story. Now  
Nixon's advisor 
on Domestic 
Affairs.
James Walter 
(Jr.), 54: Creep's 
Director of 
Security. Led 
five-man wire-tap-- 
ping team that 
broke into 
Democratic 
headquarters. Was 
Chief of Secur­
ity of the C IA 's  
super-secret 
Langley, Virginia 
headquarters.
MARDIAN
R obert C., 49: 
Political Co-or- 
dinator for 
Creep, ordered 
destruction of 
Creep's Watergate 
files. Mitchell 
gave him charge 
of Justice De­
partment internal 
security.
STANS
Maurice Hubert, 
65: Head of 
Nixon's cam­
paign fund­
raising. Con­
trolled secret 
fund of up to  
$1 .3  million in 
his office safe. 
One-time Federal 
Budget Director 
and Commerce 
Secretary.
N ow  indicted 
w ith Mitchell.
HALDEMAN
Harry Robbins 
(Bob), 46: Chief 
of W hite House 
staff. He and 
Ehrlichman de­
cided who should 
speak to Nixon. 
Was head of 
political espion­
age campaign, 
controlling 
$ 3 5 0 ,0 0 0  in 
secret funds.
Was censured 
in 1962 for 
tactics in running 
Nixon's cam­
paign to be 
Governor of 
California. 
Christian Scientist. 
Was number 
one in Nixon's 
machine.
CHAPIN
COLSON
DEAN
John Wesley ( I I I ) ,  
34: Nixon's 
chief counsel, 
was set up to 
take rap for 
Watergate, but 
stole incrimin­
ating documents 
in order to buy 
his immunity. 
Expected to be 
the most im­
portant source 
of information  
about Nixon's 
plans to declare 
martial law.
Charles W., 41: 
Special counsel 
to President, 
recommended 
hiring Hunt as 
W hite House 
consultant. 
Achieved fame 
by declaring he'd 
"w alk over my 
grandmother if 
necessary" to  
get Nixon re­
elected. Was re­
garded as 
organiser of 
"d irty  tricks" 
operations. Close 
friend of Nixon.
Herbert Warren, 
51: Ninon's 
personal lawyer. 
Controlled secret 
$5 00 ,0 00  
campaign fund, 
paid Segretti for 
sabotage. Another 
Californian.
L. Patrick ( I I I ) ,  
56: Acting 
director of FBI 
after Hoover's 
death. Old - 
friend of Nixon's 
halted investi­
gations of police 
murders in L.A. 
of Jerrie Lee 
Am ie and 
Reuben Salazar. 
"Closed" 
Governor Wallace 
investigation.
RLICHMAN
John Daniel, 48: 
Was number two  
in Nixon's team. 
Nixon's chief 
Domestic Affairs  
advisor. Assigned 
Hunt-Liddy  
"plumbers" 
team, and failed 
to report their 
burglary of 
Daniel Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist.
Ellsberg was 
freed when the 
judge found the 
government's 
methods un­
acceptable. 
Ehrlichman 
offered the 
judge the job of 
FBI director, 
during the tiral. 
Nixon was at 
one meeting 
with the judge.
MITCHELL
John Newton,
59: Number four 
in the old Nixon  
machine (Kis­
singer , number, 
three, is one of 
the few  survivors). 
Was attorney for 
Nelson Rocke­
feller, apppinted 
Attorney-General 
by Nixon. 
Resigned 1972 to  
head Creep.
Q u it Creep 
when his wife  
Martha blew the 
gaffe on the 
"d irty  tricks". 
Mitchell
has been indicted 
on 16 counts — 
including obstruc­
ting a Federal 
Investigation "by  
deceit, craft, 
trickery and 
means that are 
dishonest." 
Mitchell 
is also charged 
with conspiracy 
and six counts 
of perjury. He is 
the first US 
cabinet minister to 
be indicted 
since 1922.
MAGRUDER
Jeb Stuart, 38: 
Was Deputy 
Directdr of 
Creep. Author­
ized payment of 
$ 2 50 ,0 00  (or 
more) for polit­
ical espionage 
during the 
campaign.
KLEINDIENST
Richard G. 49; 
A ttorney General 
who ordered 
the FBI to  go 
easy in its in­
vestigations o f-  
Watergate. Quit 
May 1 under 
Nixon's
instructions.______
SEGRETTI
Donald H., 31: 
Californian 
lawyer who was 
in charge of 
sabotaging 
Democratic 
primaries. Ex- 
Treasury official, 
was paid 
$3 6 ,00 0  out of 
Secret Slush fund.
LIDDY
George Gordon, 
42: Recruited as 
co-operator, with  
Hunt, of 
"plum bing" 
team. Lawyer 
and ex-FBI. 
Involved in 
Ellsberg burglary 
and Watergate 
wire taps. Ran 
for Congress in 
New York,
1968, with slogan 
"L iddy doesn't 
bail them out — 
he puts them in". 
Currently in jail 
for contempt, 
faces 6 —20  
years fo r Water- 
gate, appealing.
HUNT
E. Howard (Jr.), 
54: 21 years in 
C IA , planning 
director for Bay 
of Pigs invasion. 
Hired as White 
House security 
Consultant, 
then switched 
to Sabotage 
section. W rote 45  
novels. Worked 
with Bernard 
Barker and 
Cuban refugees 
on C IA  operations 
in Latin America, 
Spain and Asia. 
Faked JFK cable 
ordering assassin­
ation of South 
Vietnam's Diem.
STURGIS
Frank A ., 37: 
Named by Castro 
to be overseer of 
gambling oper­
ations in Havana 
before Syndicate 
removed 
Ex-Marine. In­
form ant for 
columnist Jack 
Anderson.
Belongs to  
Havana group 
believed by 
independent re­
searchers to  have 
killed JFK . His 
home, when 
visited by police 
after JFK's death, 
was described 
as an arsenal, with 
20-m m  cannons.
GONZALEZ
Virg ilio  R., 45: 
Form erly a 
barber in Cuba, 
then worked as 
locksmith in 
Miami. Friend 
of Angel Ferrer, 
President o f Ex- 
Com batientes, 800  
men who fought 
in the C IA  Bay 
of Pigs invasion 
and now receive 
m ilitary training 
at Fort Jackson. 
South Carolina.
MARTINEZ
Eugenio R., 49: 
Worked for C IA  
after quiting 
Cuba. Lives and 
works in Florida. 
Awaiting sentence.
Dwight L., 32: 
W6s Appoint­
ments Secretary 
to Nixon, re­
sponsible to  
Haldeman, with  
whom he worked 
as an admari. 
Helped recruit 
Segretti to  
sabotage Demo- 
rats. Now exec­
utive with United  
Airlines (see The 
Strange Death of 
Mrs Hunt).______ /
KROGH
Emil (Jr), 33: 
Assistant to 
Ehrlichman, in 
direct charge 
of "plumbers". 
Sanctioned 
burglary of 
Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist.
BARKER
Bernard L., 55: 
Bay of Pigs 
veteran, who 
organised for the 
C IA  paym ent of 
recruits for the 
invasion. Bribed 
people to provide 
plans fo r Demo­
cratic Conven­
tion. Was major 
conduit of funds 
fo r Watergate. 
Awaiting sen­
tence.
STRACHAN
Gordon, 29: 
Assisted Halde­
man, helped find 
Segretti, was 
liason man with 
Creep. Was class­
mate of Segretti, 
Chapin and 
Zeigler at Uni of 
Southern Califor­
nia (1963) where 
the group rigged 
Student Senate 
Elections.
Supplement to The Digger, number 1
McCord, later to become a Watergate 
bugger, was a member pf the Unit.
THE COMMITTEE TO 
RE-ELECT NIXON
By March 1971 it had become clear 
that Nixon was going to have yet 
another neck-arid-neck fight to win the 
election due fo r’72. Polls put Muskie 
(then the leading Democrat contender) 
5% ahead of Nixon. Nixon’s men called 
in advertising experts to devise his cam­
paign strategy. The plan involved set­
ting up a Committee to Re-elect the 
President, separate from the Repub­
lican National Committee which would 
normally handle campaigns because re­
electing Nixon would involve sensitive, 
secret and illegal activities. The Com­
mittee was to re-elect “the President” 
— rather than “Nixon” — because 
Nixon was that much harder to sell.
Sometimp between December771 
and March ’72, E. Howard Hunt, the 
ex-CIA agent, was moved from the 
White House plumbers team to Creep 
(which will hereafter denote the Com­
mittee to Re-elect the President). Liddy 
was also transferred to Creep in 
December ’71. At this time Congress 
passed a law making it compulsory for 
candidates to announce any contribu­
tion over $100 to their campaign 
funds. Nixon’s team set up a “slush 
fund” — an undeclared secret stash to 
finance their illegal plans.
SABOTAGING MUSKIE
Dwight Chapin, Special Assistant to 
the President and right-hand man of 
White House Chief of Staff Haldeman, 
recruited a Los Angeles lawyer Donald 
Segretti to disrupt political rallies, plant 
people in Democratic Party headquar­
ters and get hold of Democratic sta­
tionery. Segretti recruited other agents 
and worked mainly in the mid-west. He 
was paid $35,0d0 from Creep by 
Nixon’s lawyer, Herbert Kalmbach.
Nixon’s team now realised Kennedy 
was not running in’72, but would sup­
port McGovern instead. They set about 
ruining the campaigns of other, less 
radical Democrats to ensure the nom­
ination of “easy mark” McGovern. 
They concentrated on Senator Ed 
Muskie.
During the Democratic primary cam­
paign in New Hampshire (where Dem­
ocrats hoping to win their party’s 
nomination for presidential candidate 
vied for Democratic Party members’ 
votes), Muskie was slurred as a racist 
in a letter to the Manchester Union 
Leader newspaper. The letter, signed 
by a “Paul Morrison” was in fact writ­
ten by the deputy director of White 
House communications, Ken Clawson. 
Muskie went to the offices of the 
Union Leader to deny using the term 
“Canuck” for French Canadians, as 
the fake letter charged, but broke down 
in tears on tv.
In Florida, letters went out to party 
members on Muskie stationery alleging 
that Hubert Humphrey and Henry 
Jackson (another contender) had both 
engaged in illicit sexual activities. The 
letter was a forgery. Donald Segretti 
and his helpers are currently being tried 
for “abuses of the mail” and other 
crimes related to the sabotage of 
Muskie’s campaign.
OTHER DIRTY TRICKS
In other “dirty tricks”, Hunt and 
Liddy supervised, with White House 
approval, a raid on the Chilean embassy 
designed to help ITT’s campaign to 
overthrow the Chilean government (see 
Nixon and Business); an attempt to 
discredit the memo that implicated 
ITT in paying $400,000 to Nixon’s 
campaign in exchange for the drop­
ping of Securities and Exchange Com­
mission investigation into ITT (see 
Nixon and Business); and the “un­
covering” of medical records on Me 
Govern’s vice presidential nominee, 
Senator Thomas Eagleton. Eagleton’s 
“psychiatric history” and reported 
drunken driving record led McGovern 
to dump him and this scandal effective­
ly ruined McGovern’s campaign.
SABOTAGING WALLACE
Creep also sabotaged the Californ­
ian campaign of Governor George Wal­
lace. Wallace was expected to take a lot 
of Nixon votes in California, Nixon’s 
home state, so members of the Amer­
ican Nazi party were hired to discredit 
Wallace’s American Independent Par­
ty. The Nazis were to get $5000 for 
the job, but received only $1200 when 
Wallace was shot. Glenn Parker, an ex- 
AIP member and Nazi sympathiser, 
told the story when Creep refused to 
pay the full amount promised. He said 
the deal was arranged in personal 
meetings with John Mitchell and Creep 
deputy director Jeb Magruder.
By early 1972 — election year — it 
looked like McGovern was set to be 
the Democratic candidate. Creep be­
gan approaching big business leaders 
who had been backing Humphrey 
against McGovern to get them to con­
tribute to the sabotage of McGovern 
and the re-election of Nixon. While 
“helping” McGovern win the primaries, 
Creep men figured he would be easy 
for Nixon to beat. They called Me 
Govern’s staff “the crazies”. Now they 
saw McGovern’s growing popularity 
among voters and his unilateral action 
in contacting the North Vietnamese 
at the Paris peace talks as dangerous.
They wanted to begin spying on 
McGovern before he officially became 
a presidential candidate because presi­
dential candidates get full-time pro­
tection from the Secret Service, and 
Nixon’s men wanted to keep FBI, 
CIA and SS involvement as low-key 
as possible.
SABOTAGING McGOVERN
Creep met in January, February 
and March last year to decide who 
and what to spy on. Mitchell attended 
all these meetings, and John Ehrlichman i 
has since testified that Mitchell was 
given a list of possible places to bug. 
Mitchell chose the Democratic head­
quarters, McGovern’s campaign head­
quarters and the Democratic Con­
vention headquarters in the Fontain- 
bleau Hotel at Miami Beach.
While Mitchell was deciding who to 
bug, Hunt and Liddy were collecting 
money for the jobs. Dwayne O. 
Andreas, a Minneapolis soy bean mag­
nate who backed Humphrey up to this 
time, gave $25,000 on condition it 
would remain secret. The money passed 
through Maurice Stans, chairman of 
Creep and Nixon’s former Commerce 
Secretary, Hugh W. Sloan, Creep 
treasurer, Gordon Liddy, financial con­
sultant to Creep, to Bernard Barker — 
a CIA agent who had worked with 
Hunt in the Bay of Pigs escapade.
Four other Democrats, from Texas, 
paid a further $89,000 to the slush 
fund. This money was passed from 
bank account to bank account, via 
Mexico, ending up with Sloan who 
gave it to Liddy who gave it to Barker.
Barker spent $30,000 of the 
$114,000 on bugging equipment, and 
recruited three anti-Castro Cubans — 
Frank Sturgis, Eugenio Martinez and 
Virgilio Gonzales to help do the job.
The Democrat’s headquarters and 
McGovern’s campaign HQ were in the 
Watergate office and hotel complex 
in Washington.
On May 26, James McCord booked 
into the. Watergate hotel. McCord, a 
Lieutenant-Colonel in Air Force Re­
serves, spent three years with the FBI 
(1948-51), and was Chief of Security 
for “Fairfax Highway Research Sta­
tion” — otherwise known as the CIA — 
from 1951 to 1970. After leaving the 
CIA McCord set up McCord Associates 
Inc., a security company with only two 
accounts — the Republican National 
Committee and Creep.
The same day last May, Bernard 
Barker and the three Cubans also 
booked into Watergate. All five men 
registered under aliases taken from E. 
Howard Hunt’s spy novels. They broke 
into and bugged the Democratic Na­
tional Committee HQ and had a former 
FBI agent, Alfred C. Baldwin III, mon­
itor the bugs and phone taps from 
room 723 of the Howard Johnson 
Motor Lodge, over the road from the 
Watergate buildings. Baldwin later tes­
tified against the others in court.
On June 10 a Miami photo shop 
processed some film for Barker and 
Sturgis. The film was of letters and 
documents photographed inside Demo­
cratic Party offices.
On the night of June 16, all four 
Miamians and McCord booked into the 
Watergate again, using the same aliases.
Around midnight the five “Waterbugs” 
broke into the DNC offices and started 
rifling documents and replacing the 
original bugs. Liddy and Hunt were 
also in the building, keeping contact 
by walkie-talkie.
A nightwatchman found a door to 
the stairwell unlocked with latches 
taped open. He closed it, but found it 
taped open again later. He called the 
police and three plain clothesmen ar­
rested the five inside the DNC offices 
at gunpoint. Hunt'and Liddy fled the 
building.
Barker, McCord, Sturgis, Martinez 
and Gonzales had breaking equipment, 
bugging equipment, cameras, walkie- 
talkies and $6,500 in cash on them. 
They also had address books with 
Hunt’s name, plus White House phone 
numbers. Also booked into the Water­
gate that night was Angel Ferrer, a 
friend of Gonzales and leader of a 
para-military Cuban exile group “Ex- 
Combatientes de Fort Jackson” , a 
platoon of which had just finished a 
commando paratroop course in Florida.
On June 18, McCord was fired as 
security chief by Creep and replaced 
by one Steve King. Liddy was fired 
from Creep on June 28. John Mitchell 
campaign manager, resigned on July 1 
and Sloan resigned on July 14.
On June 22, five days after the 
Watergate arrests, campaign manager 
Mitchell’s wife, Martha, phoned Wash­
ington UPI from Newport Beach, Cal­
ifornia. She started talking about 
“dirty tricks” and said she’d given hus­
band John an ultimatum to get out 
of politics. The phone was snatched 
away by new Creep security chief Steve 
King, she was thrown onto a bed and 
injected with a drug in the backside. 
She required emergency hospital treat­
ment and was driven there by Herbert 
Kalmbach, Nixon!s personal lawyer.
The following week she turned up 
at Westchester Country Club in New 
York, bruised and bandaged, saying 
she had left Mitchell: “I’m not going 
to stand for all those dirty things that 
are going on.” He then turned up and 
spirited her away. Two days later he 
resigned as Nixon’s campaign manager 
and rejoined his old law firm in their 
offices directly over Creep head­
quarters.
Hunt, Liddy, McCord, Barker, Stur­
gis, Gonzales and Martinez were sub­
sequently tried in January this year. 
Hunt, Barker and the three Cubans 
pleaded guilty, presenting no defence 
and so preventing the full story being 
told. Liddy and McCord pleaded not 
guilty, but ran a very low key defence, 
neither of them taking the stand. 
Hunt, the first to plead guilty, held 
out the promise of $1,000 a month 
plus a “Presidential pardon” to get 
the others to follow suit.
The trial judge, Judge Sirica, said 
he doubted that prosecution witnesses, 
including Hugh Sloan, had told the 
truth in the trial.
To meet criticism of White House 
inaction over the scandal, Nixon an­
nounced that aide John W. Dean III 
had been ordered to conduct a “special 
investigation”. Dean, says the first he 
heard of the “Dean Report” was when 
he heard Nixon citing it on television. 
Dean did clean out Hunt’s White House 
office and safe before the FBI got 
there.
The Watergate trial in fact covered 
up more than it revealed.
DEMOCRATS FOR NIXON
Despite these disclosures the Re­
publican National Committee and the 
Committee to Re-elect the President 
kept up the campaign. They switched 
more of their attention to the political 
struggle inside the Democratic Party.
In July McGovern was nominated 
as Democratic Presidential candidate.
On August 10, the big businessmen 
pulled their supporters out into the 
open to form “Democrats for Nixon” 
under John B. Connally. Although a 
Democrat and LBJ protege, Connally 
had been Nixon’s Secretary of the 
Treasury.
Nixon won a “ landslide” victory, 
getting 61% of the vote.
Only 54% of the electorate voted, 
ie. only 33% of eligible Americans en­
dorsed Richard Milhous Nixon for re- 
election.
NIXON
AND ORGANISED CRIME
Sources: N ACL A Election Project. 
NACLA’s Latin America and 
Empire Report, October 1972. 
The Swiss Bank Connection 
by Leslie Waller, Signet Books 
1972. Time and Newsweek as 
noted.
In his book The Swiss Bank Con­
nection Leslie Waller estimates the Na­
tional Crime Syndicate (otherwise 
known as the Mob) to be the fourth 
largest conglomerate in the U.S. It is 
not listed, as such, on the stock ex­
change, and “National Crime Syndi­
cate” is not a registered trademark. It 
is big business in transition — no longer 
the overt gangsterism of the twenties, 
not yet the “fully legitimate” opera­
tions of more respectable business.
The National Crime Syndicate in 
America has today an annual income 
of over 20 billion dollars. It is based on 
a fund of some $27 million that was 
saved and invested by leading bootleg­
gers during prohibition days. Most of 
this illegal money went into buying up 
real estate and small companies, local 
entrepreneurs and politicians in the rel­
atively undeveloped parts of the United 
States — near to the Southern borders 
convenient for refuge and for smug­
gling — in Florida, Texas, New Mexico 
and California.
Three men were mainly responsible 
for the formation and growth of the 
National Crime Syndicate — Meyer 
Lansky, Bugsy Siegel and Lucky Lu­
ciano. Lansky and Siegel had been 
childhood friends. They formed the 
“Bugs and Meyer Mob” to protect 
bootleg shipments during Prohibition, 
then began to go legit after repeal of 
the Prohibition Act. They drew to­
gether the various mobs to form the 
Syndicate. At the same time Luciano 
was taking control of the Mafia and 
Americanizing it. Luciano began liaising 
with Lansky and Siegel and by thei 
1940’s the Mafia had been absorbed 
into the one all-embracing National 
Crime Syndicate.
NIXON IN LOS ANGELES
Nixon probably first made contact 
with the Mob when he became police 
prosecutor in Whittier, Southern Cali­
fornia, in 1940. By the time he decided 
• to run for the House of Representatives 
in 1946 he had secured as campaign 
manager Murray Chotiner, a leading 
Mob lawyer. Chotiner has specialised 
in defending leading organised crime 
figures with 267 such cases to his 
credit. In 1956 he went into hiding 
when a Senate rackets committee im­
plicated him in influence peddling and 
organised crime connections. He has 
now resurfaced and is on Nixon’s White 
House staff.
The N.C.S. is divided into “families” 
or spheres of influence. The big two in 
the forties were Lansky (East Coast) 
and Siegel (West Coast). Siegel moved 
into Las Vegas in the middle 40’s to 
set up the gambling rackets there, with 
the Casino at the Flamingo Hotel. Sie­
gel was shot at. the Beverly Hills home 
of his girlfriend Virginia Hill in 1947, 
after a dispute with the Syndicate over 
the Flamingo costing too much. Siegel’s 
successor on the West Coast was. 
Mickey Cohen, who admitted sup­
porting, to the tune of several thousand 
dollars, the early Nixon Congressional 
campaigns. Southern California became 
Nixon’s power base and it is from there 
that he recruited several undercover 
agents to disrupt the Democratic carri- 
paign in the 1972 election.
From the Southwest, the Mob 
moved into Florida. Lansky bought up 
most of the coastal land along the road 
south to Miami and built hotels along 
it. This area is known today as Lansky- 
ville. According to a 1966 report from 
a member of the Sheriff’s office of 
Dade County, Florida, the Crime Syn­
dicate had 87 corporate structures in 
operation and controlled 45 hotels and 
cocktail lounges in that one county. 
Florida became the U.S. headquarters 
for organised crime. SunDance maga­
zine interviewed Nixon contacts in 
Miami and established that the senator 
visited his dubious friends regularly 
from the forties.
LANSKY, NIXON AND CUBA 
The Mob moved into its first major 
international operations in Cuba. 
Lansky set up his first casino there in 
1937. Lansky was good friends with 
Batista, the Cuban strongman and was 
selected as emissary to Batista in 1944 
by President Roosevelt. During the 
1950’s the Mob took over most of the 
Havana hotels. In 1959, Batista was 
driven out by the Cuban people, and 
Lansky, in Cuba at that time, left for 
Florida. By 1960, Nixon, now Vice 
President, was working out plans to in­
vade Cuba using Cuban exiles as a 
spearhead and if necessary, U.S. troops. 
The C.I.A. set up military training 
centres for the exiled Cubans in Guate­
mala. This too was a joint operation 
with the Mob. The C.I.A. arranged with 
John Rosselli, a convicted extortion 
racketeer, for him to deliver several 
teams pf would-be assassins to Cuba to 
kill Castro. Nixon’s closest friend and 
Florida neighbour, Bebe Rebozo, was 
also involved in organising the Bay of 
Pigs invasion. By the time of the actual 
invasion, 196i, John F. Kennedy was 
President and did not back up the 
landing. Nixon, now a private citizen, 
publicly called for U.S. troops to be 
sent in. The cast of Watergate is stud­
ded with Bay of Pigs veterans.
NIXON IN FLORIDA 
AND THE BAHAMAS
Several real estate companies and banks 
in Florida have directorships and share­
holdings that form a complex web of 
relationships involving National Crime 
Syndicate leaders like Meyer Lansky, 
politicians at all levels climaxing with 
Nixon, and international corporations. 
Nixon and his closest friend, Bebe 
Rebozo, have been in on these Mob- 
invested companies for two decades. 
Nixon posed for photographs for, and 
generally promoted a venture called 
Cape Florida Development Corpora­
tion in 1967. He was a shareholder in a 
company that bought Fisher Island, 
the last undeveloped area near Miami 
Beach, and pressured the federal 
government in 1968 to build a bridge 
to the mainland and thus increase the 
island’s value. He was guest of honor at 
the opening of a Lansky-run casino in 
the Bahamas in 1968 — the company 
opened the casino after it bribed the 
Minister for Tourism with $750,000. 
Company officials have also been in­
volved in stolen securities charges.
NIXON
AND THE TEAMSTERS
The Teamsters Union is one of the 
biggest in America, with nearly 2 mil­
lion members. It has had a long-time 
association with the Mob, lending 
money to Mob figures and investing in 
deals such as hotels and casinos. 
NACLA estimates the Teamsters had 
over $50 million of its pension funds in 
such investments in 1960.
The former president of the Team­
sters Union, James Riddle Hoffa, is 
closely linked to organised crime and 
was instrumental in bringing scores of 
racketeers into the labor movement.
Hoffa controlled the Teamsters 
Pension Fund and was able to lend 
money, or invest it directly, where it 
was most profitable — e.g. most of the 
hotels and casinos in Las Vegas were 
built on Teamster loans, including $10 
million to the famous Caesar’s Palace, 
(described by comedian Alan King at a 
floorshow — “ I wouldn’t say it was 
exactly Roman, more a kind of early 
Sicilian.”).
When he was Attorney General, 
Robert F. Kennedy actually made some 
inroads against organised crime. For 
one, he put Jimmy Hoffa away for 
mail fraud and jury tampering. (Ken­
nedy also had New Orleans mafioso 
Carlos Marcello deported. He is now 
back in New Orleans, not prosecuted, 
and “rumored” to have been involved 
in Robert Kennedy’s assassination). 
After Hoffa went to jail in 1967, the 
Teamsters amassed $1 million in a 
Swiss bank. Marcello wanted to use 
this money to bribe Edward G. Partin, 
a Baton Rouge Teamster official and 
key witness in Hoffa’s case, to recant 
his testimony.
Partin refused and Hoffa remained 
in jail. (Partin was found guilty in 1972 
of organising violence, strikes and ex­
tortion to help a local businessman).
Later a conference was held at the 
Teamster-financed La Costa Country 
Club in California to plan Hoffa’s re­
lease. Present were top Cleveland mob­
ster Moe Dalitz (associate of Lansky 
and Luciano), mob lawyer Sydney 
Korshak, Bahamas “emperor” Wallace 
Groves, and Jimmy Hoffa’s wife. How­
ever; all attempts to get him out of jail 
failed until [Christmas Eve 1971.
At this time Hoffa was still de-facto 
boss of the Union, though the President 
was his former aide Frank Fitzsimmons. 
Hoffa was going to run for re-election 
when he got out, but suddenly decided 
not to.
In an uncharacteristic act of gener­
osity, President Richard M. Nixon 
pardoned James Riddle Hoffa, who 
still had two thirds of his sentence to 
serve.
Nixon also appointed Frank Fitz­
simmons to the Federal Pay Board, and 
to the board of directors of the govern­
ment’s Communications Satellite Corp. 
He appointed Fitzsimmons’ wife Mary 
Patricia to a federal arts commission. 
In the last week of July 1972, it was
SQUAD 19
If Edward Kennedy had been nom­
inated as Democratic candidate, it 
seems that Nixon planned drastic 
action. A forthcoming book The Glass- 
House Tapes by a former Los Angeles 
police undercover agent, Louis Tack- 
wood, describes the formation of 
‘Squad 19’ by the Los Angeles police 
conspiracy section and the FBI:
“The plan entailed planting a 
number of agents provocateurs both 
inside and outside the 1972 Re­
publican convention (at that time 
planned for San Diego). Agents 
were to infiltrate the groups plan­
ning demonstrations against the war 
and poverty. At the time of the 
demonstrations, these agents were 
to provoke street battles with police 
surrounding the convention hall. 
Meanwhile, agents inside the con­
vention hall were to plant explo­
sives timed to blow up coincidental 
with the riots in the streets. The 
purpose is to kill a number of 
delegates.
“The result would be to create a 
nationwide hysteria that would then 
provide President Nixon with the 
popular support necessary to de­
clare a State of National Emergency.
“Orders came directly from the 
State Department of Justice, Dist­
rict Attorney Evelle Younger, on 
these special squads.
“Nixon would then arrest all 
militants and left-wing revolution­
aries and cancel the 1972 elections. 
He could invoke special emergency 
powers leading to the detention of 
political activists. Martial law would 
be achieved.”
(Quoted in “Why was Martha 
Mitchell kidnapped?” - in The 
Realist, August 1972, by Mae 
Brussel.)
Nixon did form a 16 man Military 
Reserve Unit under his Office of Emer­
gency Planning and Preparedness to 
deal with the necessary arrangements 
for rounding up radicals. McCord, 
caught spying in the Watergate and 
security chief for both Creep and the 
Republican National Committee, was 
a member of this unit.
The details of Nixon’s 1970 plan 
are not yet out. John Dean, the 33 
year-old golden-boy of the White House 
till he was forced to resign in the purge 
of May, possibly knows a lot and will 
tell a lot. ' .
Dean was set up to become the 
White House scapegoat. Nixon called 
him in and handed him two papers to 
sign. One was his resignation, the 
other a confession that he alone in 
the White House had known about the 
Watergate burglary. Nixon was trying 
to save his two most powerful, trusted 
assistants, lHaldeman and Ehrlichman 
Dean refused to go down for the 
sake of the team. He took secret papers 
from the White House when he left and 
sent copies to Judge Sirica, the Wash­
ington Grand Jury judge, and Sena­
tors Ervin and Baker of the Senate 
committee.
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announced that charges of misusing 
Teamster funds had been dropped 
against Fitzsimmons’ son Richard (who 
is the Teamster’s lawyer). A few days 
later Nixon dropped an unpopular 
compulsory arbitration bill. The same 
day the Union endorsed Nixon for re- 
election. The executive board motored 
from La Costa up to Nixon’s Western 
White House at San Clemente for a 
special interview (Newsweek, July 31, 
1972). Fitzsimmons gets a $125,000 
salary, unlimited expense account, 
limousines and a private jet in his role 
as Teamster president.
NIXON AND BUSINESS
Nixon has never been a great busi­
ness success on his own. While in the 
Navy during world war 2, he ran 
“Nixon’s Snack Shack” which traded 
everything from souvenir Japanese 
rifles to introductions to newly arrived 
Army nurses. After the war, while 
working at his Whittier, California, law 
practice, Nixon and wife Pat would sit 
up at nights squeezing oranges for their 
frozen -orange juice scheme “Citra 
Frost” . It folded after 18 months.
Nixon usually works for someone 
else.
PEPSICO: In 1962, Pepsico (Pepsi 
Cola) chairman Donald Kendall got 
Nixon a job with the Wall Street law 
firm Mudge,RoseiGuthrie and Alex­
ander. He was retained as the Pepsico 
lawyer and travelled the world as such.
In April 1972 Nixon returned from 
his summit with Brezhnev with the. 
exclusive U.S.S.Rrwide marketing fran­
chise for Pepsi Cola Kendall is a close 
Nixon friend and was one of 40 guests 
Nixon invited to his daughter Tricia’s 
wedding. Another Nixon friend on the 
Pepsico board is Charles Allen, who 
holds 25% of the Grand Bahamas Port 
Authority, involved with Resorts Inter­
national and mob-controlled casinos in 
the Bahamas.
The largest heroin factory in all of 
South East Asia is located in an A.I.D. 
funded Pepsi factory which Richard 
Nixon helped to set up.Tt has never 
produced a bottle of soft drink. Pepsico 
is a Rockefeller group company.
* * *
The name of the Senate committee 
under Sam Ervin is the Senate Com­
mittee on Presidential Campaign 
Activities. It is concerned with more 
than the Watergate burglary. So too is 
the New York Grand Jury, which - 
started out investigating Robert Vesco’s 
secret $200,000 gift to Creep, and the 
General Accounting Office investiga­
tion, which is investigating campaign 
financing irregularities.
Reported “ irregularities” in fi­
nancing of Nixon’s 1972 campaign add 
up to an orgy of political horse-trading 
involving tens of millions of dollars.
Time gives some examples — milk 
prices, postal bonds, and oil quotas:
MILK PRICES: On March 12, 1971, 
Clifford Hardin, Secretary of Agricul­
ture announced there would be no 
increase in support prices . for milk 
during the next year. Ten days later a 
large dairy co-operative gave $10,000 
to four Republican Party committees. 
The next day sixteen officials of dairy 
co-ops met privately with Nixon and 
Hardin. Two days later Hardin raised 
the support price from $4.66 to $4.93 
per 100 lbs. of liquid milk, costing 
$125 million in government subsidies 
and raising prices for consumers. Over 
the past year three political committees 
of dairy co-ops have given $400,000 to 
Republican Party or Nixon re-election 
committees.
POSTAL BONDS: When the Post 
Office was transformed into an inde­
pendent government corporation in 
1971, it faced the necessity of raising 
capital. Officials decided to sell $10 
billion of bonds over ten years. First 
Boston Corp., a prestigious investment
firm, advised James Hargrove (senior 
assistant Postmaster General) to market 
bonds through the US Treasury thus 
saving on interest costs and avoiding 
the need for private underwriters. 
(Underwriters buy bonds at a discount 
below par value then sell them to the 
public at whatever price they can get.) 
Hargrove rejected the advice and then 
chose underwriters by negotiation, ra­
ther than inviting competitive bids. 
He selected five underwriters including 
two inexperienced in marketing govern­
ment bonds. One was Dillon Read in 
which Peter Flanigan (White House 
Economics Advisor) was vice-president. 
Another was Kidden, Peabody, which 
retained Jack A. Gleason, active Re­
publican fund raiser. Legal work on the 
bonds is being done by Mudge,Rose, 
Guthrie and Alexander, whose part­
ners until 1968 included John Mitchell 
(former Attorney General) and Richard 
Nixon.
Nixon also subsidized the oil indus­
try by raising the “oil depletion allow­
ance” (paid to companies whose oil 
fields are running down), and by 
reversing a special commission’s deci­
sion to lift oil import tariffs (an 
indirect subsidy of $1.5 billion per 
year), in 1970. He has bailed out 
Rockefeller’s Lockheed Aircraft with a 
$250 million government loan in 1971, 
and tried to do the same with the 
bankrupt Penn Central Railway in 
1970..
INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE 
AND TELEGRAPH not only tried to 
bribe Nixon’s government, they also 
tried to overthrow Chile’s. .
ITT is the prototype multi-national1 
conglomerate. In 1970 it had assets 
worth $6.7 billion, sales of $6.4 billion, 
and it controlled 101 American and 67 
overseas companies. It is a Rockefeller 
group company, but involves most 
major US business groups. ITT has 
been working on top secret defence 
contracts and has close links with the 
CIA through director John A. McCone 
(former CIA chief).
In 1969-70, Justice Department 
anti-trust director Richard McLaren 
tried to check ITT’s growth by law 
suits against three of their takeovers, 
particularly that involving the giant 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company. ITT 
chairman and president1 HalGeneen ap­
proached Attorney General Mitchell, 
Treasury Secretary Connally, Com­
merce Secretary Stans, White House 
aides and the Republican Convention 
Committee.
On May 12, 1971, chairman Geneen 
pledged ITT group contributions of 
$400,000 to the Republican conven­
tion. On June 17, the Justice Depart­
ment said it would settle the ITT case 
out of court, but the deal was not made 
public until late July. ITT executives 
had time to unload their dodgey 
shares
The settlement involved ITT selling 
six subsidiaries within three years, but 
keeping Hartford Insurance (which 
now accounts for 26% of ITT’s in­
come). ITT is prohibited from taking 
over US companies with more than 
$100 million assets, so is using the 
cash from its divestitures for overseas 
takeovers. 45% of the group’s profits 
come from its overseas investments.
Their straightout graft to keep the 
anti-trust action out of court involved 
a former mayor of San Diego and two 
Nixon fund raisers. Charges of bribery, 
tax evasion and illegal donations against 
these men have been dropped.
In Chile, ITT had an absolute mono­
poly over telephones, telegrams and 
other telecommunications, as well as 
investments in manufacturing, printing 
and hotels. In 1969 the Chilean govern­
ment under Eduardo Frei had guaran­
teed ITT’s telephone and other opera­
tions a 10% annual profit. But the 
Allende government expropriated the 
lot in September 1971. ITT claimed 
compensation on its investments of 
$225 million.
However, in September 1970, ITT 
had worked hard to prevent Allende 
taking power. Secret memos, disclosed 
in NACLA Report April 1972, make 
it clear that ITT w^s prepared to go to 
incredible lengths to save its invest­
ments — assassination, military coups, 
manipulation of food and other 
resources to create economic chaos,
and pressure from the US government 
such as withholding loans and “aid”.
Financier ROBERT VESCO gave 
Creep $200,000 in an attempt to buy 
his way out of an investigation by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
into dealings of his company, Inves­
tors Overseas Services. Vesco is charged 
with swindling $224 million from 
members of IOS. Former Attorney 
General Mitchell arranged a meeting 
between Vesco, his lawyers, and Wil­
liam J. Casey, chairman of the Secur­
ities and Exchange Commission. 
Vesco’s $200,000 came out of a Ba­
hamas bank account, and Mitchell 
later tried to delete reference to this 
withdrawal from the SEC hearings.
THE CASE OF THE LATE 
MRS HOWARD HUNT
On December 8, 1972, United Air­
lines flight 553 crashed at Midway 
Airport, Chicago, killing 45 people. 
The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) explanation was that the plane 
crashed in landing because of ice on 
its wings. An FAA informant has told 
private investigators Sherman Skolnick 
and Alex Bottos that the plane was 
sabotaged. It is claimed the altimeters 
had been punctured, which would 
give pilots a false height reading.
The local coroner claims the cap­
tain of the plane was dead before the 
crash, while the FAA continues to deny 
any abnormalities. Seven of the vic­
tims’ bodies contained unusually high 
proportions of cyanide, and Skolnick 
and Bottos claim there was a poisoner 
on the flight; they claim to know who 
the poisoner was, and to know his 
whereabouts (he survived the crash). 
They say he is an employee of the 
Federal Drug Agency.
Skolnick and Bottos are founda­
tion members of Chicago’s Citizen’s 
Committee to Clean Up the Courts. 
The committee has investigated various 
local scandals, one leading to the 
resignation of half the State Supreme 
Court, another to the conviction for 
bribery, perjury and extortion of 
former Illinois Governor and federal 
appeals judge Otto Kerner.
Bottos infiltrated the Joseph Sarelli 
airplane gang, a national unit of former 
airplane technicians and criminal 
fences' who specialise in plane and 
truck thefts. They have contacts in­
side the .CIA and the Mafia, having 
done jobs on planes for both.
Sometime after the crash of UA 
flight 553 Bottos claims the gang was 
offering for sale documents and cash 
that were parachuted from the flight. 
The documents implicate John Mitchell 
in a deal whereby he got ownership 
in El Paso Natural Gas Company when 
anti-trust charges against that company 
were dropped.
Amongst victims of the crash were:
— Mrs. Howard Hunt, wife of convict­
ed Watergate burglar, and ex-CIA super­
spy E. Howard Hunt. Mrs. Hunt had 
$10,000 in $100 bills in her bag and 
was called by columnist Jack Ander­
son “a reluctant conspirator;”
— CBS reporter Michele Clark, who 
was getting Mrs. Hunt’s story; and
— two lawyers working for Northern 
Natural Gas Company, investigating 
the Mitchell case.
Another noteworthy fact is that 
United Airlines has a new senior exec­
utive who represented the company 
at the government hearing into the 
crash. He is Dwight L. Chapin, formerly 
Presidential Appointments Secretary 
who worked under Haldeman in the 
White House and was heavily involved 
in the White House-CIA power-push.
CREDITS
Adapted by Phillip Frazer from —
— Richard Nixon, pamphlet 
produced by John Roberts and John 
Davidson for the Nixon Research 
Project, PO Box 295 Collingwood 
Vic. 3065. (Send four 7 cent 
stamps.) Most of this pamphlet was 
compiled from NACLA material and 
Time and Newsweek.
— Mae Brussel, The Realist, August 
1972.
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RICHARD NIXON'S LIFE
1913 — born, California.
1918 — age five, obsessed with cleanliness and offended by smells.
1926 — puberty, his mother takes him to Arizona away from  his father.
1927 — barker for wheel of chance at Poker and Dice Palace, Prescott, Arizona.
1933 — law school at Duke University
— keep football player.
1939 — tries to join the FB I, turned down.
— goes into law practice into home town, W hittier, California.
1940 — becomes W hittier Police Prosecutor.
— marries Pat.
— goes to Cuba “ to explore the possibilities", meets Bebe Rebozo.
1941 — employed by the Office of Price Adm inistration rationing tyres.
1942 — joins the US Navy.
— runs "N ixon's Snack Shack".
1945 — goes back to law practice in W hittier.
— Citra Frost.
1946 — runs for Congress, backed by local mobster Mickey Cohen; his campaign manager
is top Mob lawyer Murray Chotiner, paid for by big business via the Bank of 
America.
1952 — backed at the Republican Convention by Eastern financial groups. Nominated 
for Vice President by Tom  Dewey.
— caught running Republican slush fund; denies it all on national tv with dog in 
lap, Richard weeps.
— moves to Florida.
1956 — Eisenhower wants to drop him as Vice Presidential candidate, but N ixon refuses 
to step down.
1960 — helps to plan invasion of Cuba.
— loses election to Kennedy, psychiatric treatment.
1962 — thrashed by Pat Brown in election for Governor o f California, screams at
reporters, has psychiatric treatment again.
1963 — Donald Kendall, chairman of Pepsico, gets Nixon a job with top law firm  Mudge,
Rose, Guthrie and Alexander.
— visits Paradise Island, Bahamas, as guest of Huntington Hartford.
— invests in Fishers Island Incorporated with Bebe Rebozo.
1963
to 1968- travels world representing Pepsico.
1967 — buys his Key Biscgyne, Florida, home from  Donald Berg. Involved in Cape
Florida Development Co.
1968 — January, guest celebrity at gala opening of Mob casino on Paradise Island.
(Owned by Mary Carter Paint Co.)
— backed for president by west coast mobster John Alessio.
— August, gets use of Mary Carter yacht during Republican Convention.
— becomes President of the United States.
1969 — sells Fishers Island Inc. stock at 100% profit —Nixon's only successful business
deal.
1970 — March, tries to protect Alessio from  prosecution. Tries again in A pril, but J.
• Edgar Hoover is gunning for Alessio.
— May, invades Cambodia.
— August, pinches part of Marine Base at Camp Pendleton for real estate 
development; allowed to join the exclusive San Onofre Surf Club.
1971 — May, bribed by IT T  to stop anti-trust prosecutions.
— June, made a special FBI agent by Hoover.
— starts recruiting White House "plumbers" and Creep agents.
— August, declares trade war on the rest of the world.
— December 23, pardons Teamster boss Jimmy H off a.
1972 — February, admitted to China for interview w ith Chinese leaders.
— — A pril, summit in Moscow, brings back Pepsi franchise.
—  May, appoints his old friend L. Patrick Gray to head FBI when Hoover dies.
— May, initial Watergate buggings; Daniel Ellsberg beaten up by Nixon's 
"d irty  tricks” men.
— June, Nixon's men caught in Watergate.
— July, bribes Teamsters Union to endorse him for President.
— November, elections. Rejected by 2 /3  of the American electorate, but 
claims "landslide V ic to ry".
1973 — January, agrees to stop bombing Indochina and to withdraw US troops from
Vietnam . Bombs Cambodia and large areas of V ietnam  and Laos anyway.
— May, accepts "responsibility but not blame" for Watergate. Purges White House 
of all major staff, to save his own skin.
— June, ex-White House aides in the Erlichman group give evidence implicating 
opposing faction led by former Attorney-General Mitchell.
Nixon implicated by John Dean.
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Let them speak 
Strine
by Alison Terrington
When A1 Grassby first leapt on the 
scene in December like an Anti­
podean Puck, transforming night into 
day with a wave of his shirt-cuffs, 
migrants were in a desperate 
situation. There’d been virtually no 
growth in awareness of their needs 
through years of apathy, and “New 
Australian” was a term of rejection — 
let them be Australian, but not yet.
Resentment was increasing in 
migrant communities over dis­
advantage and discrimination, and 
not least over the government’s 
failure to recognise the strains of the 
language barrier. Calling for inter­
preters to be specially trained to 
help, the Australian Council of Social 
Services (ACOSS) said, in the 
Migrant Welfare Sub-Committee 
Report on Interpreter Facilities: 
“Although the attitude that ‘sooner 
or later they will all learn English’ is 
still widely held . . .  it is being more 
widely acknowledged that it is 
certainly going to be later rather than 
sooner, and for many, maybe never.” 
Stories among welfare agencies were 
many and monotonous in their 
theme: that migrants who don’t 
speak Strine frequently get the 
wrong help or no help.
“There was a case of a child who, 
following a minor car accident, 
appeared to have lost his hearing.
Tests showed that there had been no 
damage . . . but he was feigning 
deafness as an unconscious protest at 
being the interpreter for the whole 
family.” (ACOSS report).
“An Italian lady known to me had 
been having severe mental break­
downs for three years, since her baby 
daughter had meningitis and was left 
hopelessly retarded. The mother was 
admitted on several occasions to 
Mont Park Hospital before anyone 
thought to get an interpreter. Then 
they discovered her delusion that her 
real daughter was still healthy and 
that the sick child had been palmed 
off on her as a substitute. She’d 
never been able to express her 
thoughts to anyone before, so 
there’d been no chance to help her to 
work through her confusion and 
grief.” (Social worker with the 
Mental Health Authority).
The inadequacies and, tragedies 
have been long familiar to migrant 
welfare agencies, but haven’t had 
much publicity. Now, there’s talk,1 
and along with the talk, a few 
concrete steps to relieve the areas of 
most obvious neglect. One of those 
steps is the Emergency Telephone 
Interpreter Service (ETIS).
Run by the Immigration Depart­
ment, ETIS is a 24-hour service 
which has been operating as a pilot 
scheme since February 19 in 
Melbourne and Sydney; and at the
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This letter was released to the media on Tuesday 7th 
March, 1973:
“We, the undersigned, support the principle of the 
‘Medical Practices Clarification BiU\ We believe that 
the decision to terminate an unwanted pregnancy should 
be made by the woman concerned, in consultation with 
her doctor, in the same way as any other medical 
procedure.
We consider that the passing of this Bill would be a 
significant advance in the prevention of social injustice ' 
in the community. However, we agree that the greatest 
emphasis should be placed on adequate family planning 
facilities and social support measures.
We believe that no section of the community has the 
right to dictate to another section of the community its 
moral views and we urge Parliamentarians to support 
the Bill, which allows people, both women and doctors, 
to make their own decisions.”
This letter was signed by Sir MacFarlane-Burnett and 
Ron Barassi, as well as 394 other citizens. THE BILL 
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end of May I phoned for an 
appointment.
It was my first clue that, among 
the secrecy and apathy of the Public 
Service, ETIS might be developing a 
totally independent mode of oper­
ations and response to the public. 
The switchboard put me through to 
an interpreter, and I explained that I 
wanted to write about them. Then I 
waited for the buck-passing.
“Oh, that’ll be all right,” said the 
voice -  a bit of an accent, very 
idiomatic, relaxed. “Just drop 
around any time. When would you 
like to come?” I didn’t believe it at 
first, and re-phrased my question. 
Would there be anyone in particular 
I said carefully, that I ought to 
inform of my visit? Anyone in 
charge?
“No, no, just call in, any time in 
office hours.”
Still doubting, I arrived next day 
at the enquiry desk of the 
Immigration Department and was 
sent straight up to the first floor. No 
fuss, no credentials. Jean Richardson, 
who heads the service, was away, and 
I saw her deputy, whose only worry 
was that he might not have enough 
information for me. It began to dawn 
on me that I’d found a section of the 
Public Service which, far from 
seeking protection, invited enquiry. 
Later I phoned Jean Richardson to 
check on some details. “But I’d like 
you to come down and see me,” she 
said finally, and firmly. “After all, 
we’re saving lives here.”
ETIS employs eight interpreters, 
working in teams of two, on 
eight-hour shifts. They have a 
smallish ops-rpom where they staff 
two desks and three direct phone 
lines. On the wall is the familiar huge 
map of Melbourne, stuck with 
colored pins to denote, on-call 
interpreters (who are paid by the 
Department). Each color is a 
language, about 30 in all — including 
Flemish -  but the duty interpreters 
will speak anything up to 10 
languages between them and cope 
with most calls. When I called, they 
looked like an illustration of the 
ethnic range of their clients: a tall 
blond Dutchman, and a chatty, 
dark-haired Greek. “Often we’re 
asked to mediate between the two 
parties in a dispute — like, people 
might have a dispute over the rent, or 
a business deal. But we drew the line 
at mediating between two Greeks!”
The service was hectic for the first 
month -  “everyone is ringing in, 
trying to find out what you do” — 
but has since settled down, so it’s 
possible to see a pattern emerging in 
the monthly statistics. There’s been a 
steady increase in the number of 
calls: from around 1350 in the first 
month, to 1500 for May. Most of the 
calls came from migrants themselves, 
and ETIS attribute this to prolific 
advertising.
They quote the example of a 
Yugoslav man who walked into a 
milk-bar and said that he’d lost his 
son. The (Italian) milk-bar owner 
rang ETIS with a description. Shortly 
alter, tne local police rang ETIS 
independently, reporting that they’d 
picked up a small boy whose
Hullo sailor!
From the offices of Hansen - 
Rubensohn - McCann - Erickson Pty. 
Ltd. — the advertising agency who 
brought you the Australian Labor 
Party, Coca-Cola, Hilton Hotels and 
the Egg Marketing Board of NSW — 
comes image-changing advertising for 
the new improved Labor government 
navy.
“ ‘Sometimes they call him 
mother’ . . .  but that’s when they’re 
going ashore, mainsails set and all 
bunting flying, sharp as you please 
and safely down the gangway. The 
rest of the time he’s known as James 
Wilbur Machree (don’t mention the 
middle name). His whiskers are tarred 
hamp and every finger a marlin spike.
“The Chief made his world the 
seas, his home the Navy and seamen 
are his people. He’s got an arm like a 
ship’s boom and he’ll go through 
trouble like a battlewagon through a 
regatta. He’s on duty 26 hours out of 
every 24 because ordinary days are for 
ordinary people. He’s your mother, 
your sister, your dad and your broth­
er. Your teacher, preacher, lawyer, 
counsellor, travel consultant, yarn 
spinner, instant seasick cure, expert 
on all things female, fashion advisor 
and friend. He’ll square you off when 
your ends are frayed, reef you tight 
when your rigging’s slack, watch the 
cut of your jib and shift your ballast 
when it needs it. He reads detective 
stories on his bunk, can swear four 
minutes and twenty eight seconds 
without repeating a word (not that 
you’ll ever hear him) and curl your 
shirt front a ship’s length away when 
you deserve it. He’ll listen to your 
troubles because he’s had a few of his 
own, and he’s been known to smile on 
suitable occasions. Certain songs can 
bring a fog to his eye and one day 
he’ll probably retire to that chicken 
farm he sometimes thinks about.
“Meanwhile he’s one of the 
men on this planet worth spending 
your time with. He’s a Chief Petty 
Officer in Her Majesty’s Royal Austra­
lian Navy and he only talks to sea­
men.”
description tallied, and ETIS was 
able to reunite father and son within 
the half-hour.
Professionals arp also using ETIS 
heavily, especially the hospitals (the 
Austin has installed a dual phone in 
Casualty, specially for three-way 
consultations). The calls cover all 
problems, from the acute emergency 
— someone having a heart attack — 
to families who haven’t got their 
social security cheque in time to do 
the shopping, and the newly-arrived, 
migrant whose baggage was lost, who 
didn’t have a change of clothes for 
his four kids. Whatever it is, ETIS 
will see the problem through so that 
the migrant is completely relieved of 
worry, and they follow through cases 
that they’ve referred elsewhere. They 
don’t have a tight definition of 
“emergency”, and feel the terms of 
reference need to be widened. “We’re 
not now thinking of it just as an 
emergency service, but as emergency, 
information and counselling,” says 
Jean Richardson.
ETIS is one of the few imaginative 
government services which looks like 
effectively and humanely meeting 
people’s needs. It’s limited to fairly 
urgent situations that can be dealt 
with over the phone, and it highlights 
the gaps elsewhere, which are being 
plugged mostly by voluntary (i.e. 
non-government) welfare agencies.
I thought that ETIS might 
possibly have lightened the load all 
round, by syphoning off some 
emergency work, but when I rang 
around one or two of the larger 
agencies, it didn’t seem so. The Good 
Neighbor Council said they hadn’t 
noticed any difference, except that 
ETIS had sometimes asked them for 
an interpreter who could go out on a 
call. “And it’s just as difficult as ever 
to find them.”
A social worker at CoAsIt told the 
same story: just as much work as 
ever, and their own interpreters are 
being fully used by regular clients,, 
“probably because they know us.” 
And there are still hospitals which 
don’t have interpreters, which are 
still using the ward assistant and the 
cleaner and the eight-year-old kid to 
discuss patients’ most confidential 
problems.
4b ♦ *
In January, the federal govern­
ment decided — because of 
unemployment -  to cut the migrant 
intake to 110,000 for the current 
year. The recommendation for next 
year is up again to 130,000. Not only 
are skilled workers needed, especially 
in the building industry, but migrants 
are “paramount to the success of the 
government’s housing and decentral­
isation policies.” (Age, ,May 28). So 
migrants are in favor again -"but can 
welfare facilities be planned in the 
face of such fluctuations? If they 
come, who will speak for them, not 
only in the capital cities, but in the 
“decentralised” country towns? 
ETIS needs to be extended as other 
vital services of a similar high 
standard need to be initiated. 
Migrants need as prompt attention as 
the strident demands of industry 
already get.
This rip roaring Boys’ Own An­
nual stuff was written by creative 
director, Geoffrey Pike, who is now 
writing a novel tentatively called The 
Many Colored Caravans o f Henry 
Golightly.
The sea-going mother at the top 
of the ad is also Geoffrey Pike, in 
stick-on whiskers. And like TV quiz 
show compere and singer, Tony Bar­
ber, who started his show business 
career doing fag ads for his advertis­
ing agency, Pike has subsequently ap­
peared on TV and in the Women's 
Weekly, although he’s not singing and 
dancing yet.
Bomb a 
bummer
The International Federation 
}f Free Trade Unions has called for 
i world-wide campaign against France 
to protest that nation’s plans to set 
off a hydrogen bomb in the atmos­
phere above the Pacific Ocean.
The Secretary-General of the 
Federation — which represents 52 
million workers in the non-Commun- 
ist world — has sent a telegram to all 
member unions asking them to or­
ganise protests.
Secretary-General Otto Kerstein 
gave as examples work slow-downs 
with French companies of their 
foreign subsidiaries, refusal to work 
with French ships or airplanes, boy­
cotts of French goods, and a com­
plete stop to telephone and mail 
service to France.
The Federation is supporting 
the Australian Council of Trade 
Unions which a few weeks ago 
launched a complete boycott of 
French goods and services in Aust­
ralia, including the suspension of 
telephone and mail service to France. 
Postal workers in New Zealand have 
also decided not to handle mail to 
and from France.
Trade union organizations from 
Latin America and the Pacific met in 
Geneva last weekend to co-ordinate 
their actions against the planned 
French test.
Do-it-yourself
nuthouse
An account of the SPK and the 
treatment it received at the hands of 
the media, police and university ad­
ministration, written by SPK mem­
bers, was published in Germany at the 
end of 1972. An English translation, 
entitled SPK: From Illness to Revo­
lution, will be published later this 
year. It is prefaced by a letter from 
Jean-Paul Sartre to the SPK.
* * *
Early in 1970 patients and some 
doctors of the psychiatric clinic of 
Heidelberg University in Germany de­
cided that the way to cure them­
selves was to constitute themselves 
as a self-managed nuthouse, to help 
each other, and to get into the strug­
gle to abolish capitalism and create 
a self-managed society.
Patients and doctors therefore 
formed themselves into the Socialist 
Patients Collective — the SPK, to use 
the German initials.
The Heidelberg University clinic 
handled patients referred to it by 
doctors reluctant to commit these 
patients to asylums. The clinic was 
under no obligation to welcome all 
referrals and in fact tended to wel­
come only those under 35, who were 
matriculants and well-off.
It was quite common for the 
clinic doctors to use up a patient for 
research purposes and then ship himf  
her off to an asylum. This rightless 
patient was subject to ‘normal’ treat­
ment: the doctor was the subject and 
‘it’ was the manipulated object.
By February 1970, according to 
SPK writers, “patients were no longer 
prepared to let themselves be admin-
istered, shifted around, and short 
changed like animals. They insisted 
on their right to treatment, they be­
gan to organise themselves. Thus 
there took place in the psychiatric 
clinic of the University of Heidelberg 
on February 5,1970 the first general 
assembly of patients in medical 
history.”
The clinic authorities resisted the 
demands of the patients and sacked 
one of the doctors associated with 
the revolt. The patients retaliated 
with an occupation cum hunger strike 
in the clinic administration office. In 
the face of this the university author­
ities agreed to allow the SPK premises 
in the university, financial assistance 
and access to the clinic’s pharmacy.
When the university authorities 
failed to fully honor the agreement, 
the SPK occupied the Vice Chancel­
lor’s office in July and this was 
followed by a renewal of the earlier 
agreement and a promise to recog­
nise SPK as an official institution 
within the university.
This capitulation was attacked by 
the local state minister of education, 
by straight academics and psychia­
trists, and the media — chiefly 
through the newspapers of Axel 
Springer, compared with whom Sir 
Frank Packer looks like a Sunday 
school teacher.
Under this pressure the university 
authorities reneged again on their 
promises and began court battles to 
evict SPK from university premises.. 
Police harassment began.
“Finally” — in the words of the 
SPK book — “in the early hours of 
July 31, 1971 . . . several hundred
police with machine guns and dogs 
invaded the SPK premises in a re­
newed dawn attack. We had already 
on July 13 publicly closed down these 
premises because patients could no 
longer be protected from the dangers 
of police terror. Simultaneously a 
further ten patients’ homes, most of 
which had already been searched in 
June, were again visited and turned 
upside down. Nine SPK patients were* 
arrested and kept in strict isolation in 
eight prisons across the whole of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg, and subjected 
to continuous reprisals and inter­
rogation. The state prosecution also 
saw to it that nine out of the eleven 
prisoners no longer had legal repre­
sentation (defense): the lawyer of the 
SPK patients was accused of aiding 
and abetting his clients, who had not 
even been charged as yet, and he was 
banned from defending them. This 
ban had to be lifted a month later.
“Nine of the eleven arrested are in 
the meantime again at liberty as a 
result of injunctions, and partly on 
bond. Two doctors who have been 
labelled ringleaders remain in de­
tention (as of September 1972).”
* * *
The anti-psychiatry movement in 
Australia is gaining momentum. In­
sight, a small Sydney-based magazine 
that had its origins in a small group of 
ex-mental patients trying to get them­
selves together, has after numerous 
battles with reactionary elements 
come out as the self-styled magazine 
of the Psych Patients Liberation
Front. .
The small group have decided that 
the experts only talk them into mad­
ness father than out of it, that in 
this society madness is a world ap­
plicable to most everybody, and that 
this society must be changed. Write 
P.O. 429, St. Marys, NSW 2760, for 
further enquiries.
.limili ljiniljll fl|l l't'T1lfMI
Jon Rhodes
words for women Feminist pamphletsand magazines, including "O ur Bodies, Our Selves." For booklist write: Words for Women, c/- 25 Alberta St, Sydney, 2000 .
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Someone handed me Robin Morgan’s book o f poems, Monster, (Vintage 
Books), in the middle o f a university forum on sexual liberation.
This book isn’t published in Australia. Copies o f it have been circulating 
here for months. Robin Morgan (she’s American) has given some Melbourne 
gay sisters permission to put out a pirate edition. They ’re working on it now.
The Woman Who Made It Or The One That Got Away
We 1̂1 know who I mean, even me.
She is the one who slid like an eel
from knowing any truth larger than herself.
She wheezed orgasms through all her rapes, 
married well and joined clubs
and married average and glowed in the perfect home and kids,
and didn’t marry but “kept her freedom,”
fucked around in a Virginia Slims imitation of men,
never felt oppressed, of course,
made it into the Senate or
the Weather Underground,
impressed even corporation execs and cookiepattern Che’s.
And she took up Zen,
went back to the earth, wore ankle-length dresses 
and madonna mystical smiles, 
baked natural bread, did astrology 
and good works,
got elected to the Board of United Fruit 
and the National Welfare Rights Organization Committee, 
became a famous artist/engineer/pilot/architect/doctor — 
“anyone can, I did; pull yourself up by your own G-string.”
She played: Matriarch with a sense of humor, 
tough broad, fragile flower, spiritual seeker,
Jewish princess, a real pal, earth mother goddess, 
tripper, capable unhysterical real woman friend, 
juicy cunt, boyish gamin, lyrical lover, chic swinger, and 
“your equal”
— and anything else the boys dug in a female 
at any given moment.
She even “expanded” her straight consciousness into being gay, 
then bloomed into a macho copy of what is easier 
to confront in men than in a sister, 
of what women in love never meant, not at ali
We can understand that, until yesterday, 
there were no other options.
We can even envy’ the heart-deadening rewards she seems to reap 
for placing women last, after everything, anything else.
How she hates us in herself!
How we detest her in our mirror!
And she got herself killed, of course,
trying to shout Black Liberation Now
while her black brother’s foot was planted on her throat,
and then took one too many middleclass pills, commiting suicide,
and after that had a heart attack at the
Fashion Industry Convention Annual Awards,
subsequently breaking her neck in a ditch, while stoned,
at the free farm in Vermont,
only to get her head blown off in a townhouse explosion, 
two days later hemorrhaging out from a safe, expensive abortion, 
afterward drinking herself to death or overdosing on smack, 
and gave up the ghost forty years later, children all married, 
while the other old ladies at the home,
or the entire congregation, or commune, or college, or congress, 
or movement, or family, or firm 
Felt Hpr Loss Sincerely.
m
She refused to understand she was doomed from the start, 
and she still doesn’t like being reminded.
Too bad, sister.
And there’s less and less time for her 
to find her own way at her own speed.
She will hide behind our sisterhood, not hers.
She will say this is an anti-woman poem.
She will be the ultimate weapon in the hands of the boys,
And I’ve just begun to realize
that I must not only destroy what she is,
but if I have to, kill her.
And yes, we know why.
We can pity the terror and comprehend the threat 
to her of a women’s revolution.
And then cradle her skull in my arms 
and kiss its triumphant grin, 
and not even cry for us both.
Ford Loses
Argentina’s People’s Revolutionary 
Army (ERP) has won a $1 million 
“insurance payment” from the Ford 
Motor Company, according to Ford 
spokesmen in Detroit. The ransom, 
to take the form of 154 ambulances 
(7 for each of Argentina’s 22 
provinces), other hospital supplies as 
well as powdered milk for slum 
children, will be paid by Ford so that 
ERP will not have to »r* on its threat 
to kidnap or ass. jinate Ford 
executives.
Ford has a large investment in 
Argentina, employing more than 
5800 workers in the Buenos. Aires 
plant alone.
The agreement to pay the $ 1 
million followed quickly on the news 
that two Ford executives had been 
shot as they left the Ford plant. 
They are currently in satisfactory 
condition in a Buenos Aires hospital.
ERP has conducted several other 
successful kidnappings in the past 
year. Two high-ranking officers of 
the Argentine military were kid­
napped and are still being held in 
ERP’s People’s Jail. Only last month, 
Eastman Kodak paid more than $1.5 
million to retrieve one of its 
executives. And simultaneously with 
the Ford action, a Coca-Cola 
executive was kidnapped in Cordoba, 
400 miles north-west of Buenos 
Aires.
ERP is an offspring of the
clandestine (outlawed) Revolution­
ary Workers’ Party (PRT). It was 
formed during a Congress of the PRT 
in July, 1970. A spokesman for the 
ERP, interviewed in the Argentine 
magazine Cristianismo y  Revolucion 
explained the relationship between 
the PRT and ERP:
“The ERP is struggling for a 
revolutionary and popular govern­
ment, while the PRT is a 
Marxist-Leninist organisation which 
is struggling for a socialist govern­
ment. The only condition to enter 
and become a member of the ERP is 
a firm dedication to fight against 
dictatorship and imperialism.”
In a communique issued after the 
agreement with Ford, the ERP 
announced that they would limit 
their “armed struggle preferably to 
imperialist objectives.” Targets like 
Ford, Coca-Cola and Kodak, as well 
as Swift Co. (the target of an ERP 
action in 1971) clearly illustrate their 
statement.
The communique also referred to 
the beginning of a “new era” in 
Argentina taking note of the recent 
elections which put a civilian regime 
in power for the first time in seven 
years. During those seven years, a 
military junta headed by Alejandro 
Lanusse ruled Argentina. The 
Lanusse regime gained a world-wide 
reputation for its repressive policies, 
especially its use of torture to 
terrorise political opponents.
Elected by a wide majority, 
Hector J. Campora is a stand-in for 
Juan Peron, a populist dictator who 
ruled Argentina in the fifties. 
Campora has been steering an
ultra-moderate course in hopes of 
allaying the fears of the military and 
upper class. However, the activities 
of the ERP and other leftist groups 
serve to remind him that he will be 
called to account should he find that 
“moderate” course too appealing.
Relocation
The white-run government of 
Rhodesia has begun a program 
against black guerrillas that is very 
similar to programs used by the U.S. 
in Vietnam. Like the “strategic 
hamlet” and “pacification” programs 
used by the U.S., the Rhodesian 
government program involves the 
rounding up of peasants in areas 
considered liable to fall into enemy 
hands. The people are then taken to 
“relocation centers,” surrounded by 
police barricades.
The Rhodesian government says 
that certain black populations have 
been intimidated by “terrorists” and 
that they can no longer lead a 
“normal life.” These people are 
moved to what are considered to be 
more favorable areas so that the 
police “can take more appropriate 
measures against the terrorists and 
their supporters.”
In the areas from which the 
population is takefi the police will be 
legally empowered to confiscate or 
destroy property that might be used 
by resistance forces — another policy 
similar to the U.S. Vietnam activities.
Chicken Shit
A group of junior college students 
in California’s Sonoma County — 
which is one of the world’s leading 
poultry producing centers — has just 
about convinced the city council of 
Cotati to convert the city’s official 
vehicles from gasoline to chicken 
manure. They say that — given the 
proper financing — they can produce 
enough.—i Methane fuel from local 
chicken droppings to operate the 
city’s 12 official vehicles at a savings 
of about $7000 (dollars) a year.
The five-man city council directed 
the city attorney to study the idea, 
which would require the city to 
spend about $1200 (dollars) to 
convert its official cars from 
conventional gasoline to methane. 
The council also agreed to let the 
students build a chicken manure 
conversion plant on city property if 
they can obtain the necessary 
financing to build the plant.
Indians
While groups of American Indians 
are demanding the return of lands 
granted them under treaties signed 
years ago, similar moves are now 
being made in Canada. Canadian 
native peoples are calling for the 
return of fully one-quarter of 
Canada’s land area.
I’VE SEEN THE CAKE. MARY, 
AND I CAN’T GO THROUGH W ITH IT.
Everyone's always 
at you to settle down.
Meet the boy. Buy 
the block. Build the 
display home.
They think it will 
make you happy. 
Unfortunately their 
memories are a little 
short.
If you do it before 
you're ready, you'll 
probably spend the 
next fifty years of your 
life sitting in the front 
room staring at each 
other. And wondering 
what the big world is 
really like outside.
After all, how can 
you settle down if 
you've never been up? 
That's just one of the 
questions on travel 
that's been answered 
in an incredible Qantas 
book.
It tells you every­
thing you need to 
know. How to escape 
their clutches in the 
first place. How to kiss 
your love life, your car 
and your job, goodbye. 
Where togo. Why to go 
there. And how to get 
there. Where the boys 
are. Where the girls 
are. Where the music 
is. Where it all is.
It even includes 
your passport applica­
tion form, major visas, 
list of photographers, 
the lot.
The book is called.
“The how, why, when 
and where of here, 
there and everywhere’.’
It may not be the 
greatest book ever 
written. But it’s the 
first book ever written 
for young Australians 
who want to leave the 
country.
The how, why, 
when and where of 
here, there and every­
where. Available now, 
absolutely free, at 
Qantas or Qantas 
travel agents.
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A list o f some albums released locally during 
June 1973:
Alex Harvey Band — FRAMED — Vertigo.
Paul Butterfield — BETTER WAYS — Bearsville.
Captain Matchbox Whoopee Band — SMOKE DREAMS — 
Image
John J. Francis -  BREAKS, WORKS & THOUGHTS -  
Warner Bros.
Hawkwind — SPACE RITUAL — United Artists.
Murray Head -  NIGEL LIVED -  C.B.S.
Thelma Houston — THELMA HOUSTON — Mowest. 
Jefferson Airplane -  LONG JOHN SIL VER -  Grunt.
King Biscuit Boy — "GOODUNS" — Daffodil.
B. B. King -  BACK IN  THE ALLEY  -  Probe.
Jerry Lee Lewis — THE SESSION — Mercury.
Les McCann -  TALK TO THE PEOPLE -  A tlantic.
Paul McCartney and Nings — RED ROSE — Speedway. 
Mainline -  BUMP AND GRIND REVUE Interfusion. 
Maxayn — MINDFUL  — Capricorn.
One — ONE — Grunt.
Procul Harum — GRAND HOTEL — Chrysalis.
Seatrain — WATCH — Warner Bros.
Gulliver Smith -  THE BAND'S ALRIGHT BUT THE 
SINGER'S SHITHOUSE -  Reprise. 
Spectrum/Murtceps — TESTIMONIAL — E .M .I.
Carla Thomas, Issac Hayes etc. — WATTSTAX (sound track) 
— Stak.
West, Bruce & Laing -  WHY DONCHA -  R.S.O.
DIMBOOLA OVER!
Book early for the APG production of the San Francisco M im e  
Troupes
“THE DRAGON LADY’S REVENGE”
Opening June 20-August 1st - 8:15 pm Tuesday to  Sunday
THE PRAM FACTORY, 325 Drummond St.,
Carlton 347.7493, 347.7133
366L$gonSt,Ca(fcoti VBTQÌ
This week is Rock Revival Week from  those who 
remember the way it really was — Prof. Longhair 
&  Friends!
Part of the festivities will include a demonstration 
by Dave Wilson of early 50's Jive steps and on the 
Catwalk, Tez Coonihan will model authentic zoot 
suits &  Identity Bracelets.
So Roll up Prols, limp old Bodgies & those others 
who simply can't keep up, and while you're at it, 
ask M arko to  do his David Bowie Impressions.
stripes
Elizabeth Street opp. GPO.
REFLECTIONS 
Tivoli Arcade.
DENIM
$ 18.oo
GRAND
W AZOO
REVIEWS
OUT NOW ON 
IÉT
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Radical
Drama
by Jon Hawkes
In the Heart of the British 
Museum by John Spurting, 
pierformed by third and 
fourth year drama students 
at the Monash Teachers' 
College, directed by the 
company and Richard 
Murphet.
The Weight by Phillip 
Motherwell, directed by Paul 
Dixon at La Mama.
Both these plays deal 
with violent revolution, 
human sacrifice, death and 
destruction. The events, 
contained in both plays are 
complex: neither pretends to  
answer any of the questions 
it poses, so that the energies 
loosed in performance stem 
not from  a philosophical 
world-view of the authors 
but from  the actors' efforts 
to find and bring out their 
own reactions to the plot. It  
is the action on stage, the 
images created by the actors, 
that are used to pierce the 
audience's armor.
A t the M TC  I saw nine 
advanced drama students act 
out their fantasies about a 
variety of historical pasts; at 
La Mama it was seven street 
freaks acting out fantasies of 
their own (and our) imme­
diate future.
The tw o events had much 
in common. Both were 
designed to tear at their 
audience's equanim ity, both 
contained violent images of 
human behaviour — images 
the actors hoped would etch 
themselves into people's 
minds and have them leave 
the performance mind- 
fucked. Both succeeded.
But the images in British 
Museum, complex and 
imaginative as they were, 
only occasionally broke 
through the feeling that this 
was an acting exercise. Their 
performances came out of a 
learning situation, and rarley 
transcended the sterility and 
self-indulgence that acting in 
a vacuum necessarily in­
volves. /
The images in The Weight 
— stumbling and crude — 
worked because of the 
toughness of the partici­
pants. As they dealt with  
heroin, knives, blood and
street fighting, their ex­
perience of these things and 
their com m itm ent to com­
municating w hat they know  
of them gave to the action 
an intensity that was oddly 
lacking in the students' ritual 
mimes of bloodlust and 
religious carnage.
The British Museum was 
performed in what is now 
traditional avant-garde style. 
The action jumps in time 
and space, forcing the actors 
to change character and 
m omentum while still re­
taining control over the 
flow . For an actor, bridging 
these transformations is the 
main d ifficu lty .
They have handled these 
bridges brilliantly but at the 
expense of individual per­
formance in each slice of the 
play. The use of individual 
body and voice is very 
self-indulgent. A  lot of the 
mime is useless — face 
pulling, shoulder shrugging 
and arm and wrist waving 
after the Balinese style that's 
nothing more than meaning­
less decoration.
Voices are barely used. 
Most of the words are 
incantation — single level 
sound w ith surreal' pauses. 
It's an over-reaction to  
naturalistic dialogue, based it 
seems on the belief that 
verbal communication is 
ratshit, a belief to which I 
also subscribe; but to 
substitute for it a drone is 
very boring.
But when the group gets 
it on as an ensemble, and 
especially when they use 
equipment other than their 
own bodies, things really 
spark. Their use of per­
cussion and of props was 
terrific. One image of 
particular strength was a fire  
created by four people in a 
circle waving a red banner: 
you could feel the heat.
The acting in The Weight 
on the other hand was 
genuinely bad: almost em­
barrassing in true La Mama 
style — lots of stumbling 
over lines, actors mouthing 
each other's words, silences 
as they tried to remember 
what came next, a lot of 
mumbling. But an extra­
ordinary energy, and an 
expertise at manipulating the 
technology of theatre, were 
things I'd  never seen before 
at La Mama.
11 was one of the heaviest 
performances I've ever seen. 
The Weight is well-named. 
These actors know what 
they're doing not because 
they've learnt to act but 
because they've cut through 
the shit enough to expose 
themselves.
It's a paranoid thriller. A  
central figure in the heroin 
circle has been murdered, 
and his friends, who like the 
city's junkies have lived 
under the charisma of this 
man, want to know why he 
asked that his dead body be 
thrown on the barricades ôf 
an insurrection which is 
racking the city. Contact is 
made between the heroin 
dealers and the revolution­
aries who found the leader's 
body: the pressure is on the 
dealers to  decide whether 
they should interpret their 
dead leader's wish as being 
the sign for them to go over 
to the revolution, thus 
foiling a police plot to use 
the city's large and tough 
young junkie population as a 
force to crush the insurrec­
tion.
The delineation between 
actor and character collapses 
somewhere between the 
initial awkwardness of 
clumsy acting and the point 
at which I forgot this under 
the assault of the smell of 
cordite, the freezing cold, 
the sound of gunshots, 
bullhorns and breaking 
bottles, the roar of a mob 
and the flickering of burning 
buildings in the city created 
immediately outside the big 
doors of the theatre. Heavy 
stuff. N
The Museum had preten­
sions to  heaviness too. I t  was 
so meaningful it  hurt. The  
play's concerned w ith "the  
individual and the societal 
pressures upon him ," and 
takes us from  M t Olympus 
to the Rome of Ovid and 
Augustus Caesar to the 
China of the Long March 
and th e rRed Guard, to  the 
Mexico of the ancient 
Toltecs and to the inside of 
the British Museum. The  
clash of philosophies is 
shown as being, simply 
(that's my simplicity, not 
the play's) between Maoism 
and magic. Although a 
synthesis is toyed w ith , the 
alternatives tend to  be 
played to their b itter ends, 
making for blood sacrifices.
It  may seem unfair to  
review a play that comes out 
of a student workshop as if 
it were meant to  stand up 
for public viewing. I've done 
it because what's happening 
at the M TC  is far more 
interesting than anything 
coming out of the estab­
lished Melbourne theatres, 
like Russell Street or the 
P ram  Factory. These 
students are ready to  
perform.
As for the freaks at La 
Mama, they talk street 
language, they have street 
fantasies, and they act them  
out. Heavy. That's all that 
need be said.
EVENTS
Films
Film-makers Co-op 
June 22-24: Shirley
Thompson vs the Aliens 
(Sharman)
June 29-Julv 1: Sunshine 
City (Thoms)
July 6-8: Come Out 
Fighting (Buesst)
Manly Silver Screen 
977 5503
June 21: Where's Poppa? 
June 24: 5 .30 — Sunshine 
Sea
8.00 — Soul to Soul 
July 1: 5 .30 — Morning of
the Earth
8 .00  — Soul to Soul
National Film Theatre 
221 2434, showings 
Com monwealth Centre 
7.30 p.m.
1930s Musical season, 
Thursdays only, until 
July 12
June 28: Belle of the '90s 
(Mae West) and 
Alexander's Ragtime 
Band (Alice Faye)
July 5: Shall We Dance? 
(Astaire/Rogers) and 
Rose of Washington 
Square (Alice Faye)
July 12: Sweet Adeline 
(Irene Dunn, Al Jolson) 
and The Merry Widow  
(Maurice Chevalier/ 
Jeanette McDonald) 
Tuesday showings:
June 26: The Arrangement 
(Elia Kazan)
July 3: Passenger (Andrzey 
Munk — Poland 1961/ 
63) and La Kermesse 
Heroique (Feyder — 
Francis Rosay, Louis 
Jouvert)
Friday Triple Feature:
AMP Building, Circular 
Quay, 7 .15 p.m.
June 22: The Voice of 
Terror (1941)
Early Sherlock Holmes 
(Basil Rathbone)
Secret Weapon (1943) 
■The Scarlet Claw (1944)
N F T A  Melbourne 
Italian Season, Carlton 
Theatre, Faraday Street, 
Carlton.
All sessions commence 7.40  
pm. Season ticket $6 , 
members $4 . Single show 
tickets $ 1 .20  to members. 
N F T A  26 3  Flemington 
Road, North Melbourne 
3051.
Wed 27 June 1 V ite lloni,
Mamma Roma
Wed 4 July 81>4
Wed 11 July Hands Over the
C ity , Accattone
Wed 18 July 11 Posto,
Vanina Vanini
Wed 25 July Senso, The Red 
Desert
Theatre
La Mama, Faraday Street, 
Carlton. The Weight by 
Phillip Motherwell, directed 
by Paul Dixon. A new play 
about the funeral mime of a 
heroin dealer whose dead 
body is found thrown on the 
barricades in an insurrec­
tionary situation. See review 
this issue Digger. Thursday- 
Sunday for two more weeks. 
Bookings 41-2735.
Pram Factory, Drummond  
Street, Carlton. The Dragon 
Lady's Revenge, directed by 
Bill Garner. The San 
Francisco Mime Troupe's 
thriller about smack/im- 
p e r i a l i s m / C I A / p u p p e t  
generals. In the Back 
Theatre, German playwright 
Peter Handke's The Ride 
Across Lake Constance
opens June 27 , a Tribe 
production directed by Alan 
Robertson. Bookings for all 
P ra m  Factory shows 
347-7493.
Yellow
From June 16 to July 17 
the yellow building at 31 
Bay Street, Sydney w ill be 
flung open to the conceptual 
and the concrete, w ithout 
restraints for artists to exper­
iment w ith what they bring 
and w ith  who appears. It  
will be a constantly changing 
tim e, a new catalogue every 
copple of days to  include the 
bands, performers, video­
exhibitions and films.
Among the works already 
known to  exist outside the 
heads of participants are per­
formances every Wednesday 
night by Alex Danko, Dadaist 
extraordinaire, and on the 
27th a ukelele jam by poet 
and film m aker Richard T ipp­
ing. On Thursday 21st exp­
erimental films from  the Syd­
ney co-op, and from  the 
24th the video N im b in T V  
gangsters w ill be showing 
and spontaneously mixing 
their tapes from  Nim bin and 
the desert, also Bucky Fuller 
tapes from  Mick Glasgheen 
who w ith John Kirk will be 
showing some amazing color 
video films onSaturday 30th.
Sometime during the show 
a live expose by Martin  
Fabinyi, and on* the 23rd  
a PACT performance. People 
are invited to make their 
own art w ith film  and video 
facilities, or to bring their 
objects and ideas to create 
an information pool and a 
centre for communication.
Donnybrook
Ladies and gentlemen, 
boys and girls, babies and 
bottletops, desperados and 
drunks your friendly Albion  
Hotel barman, Peter Roussos 
is organising an all-day, all-in 
football match with food, 
booze and entertainrrtent at 
the Donnybrook Mineral 
Springs Oval on Sunday June 
24.
Albums
Gooduns — King Biscuit 
Boy
D a f f o d i l  ( re leased  
through Festival) — S D D L  
93 4505 .
T h ij sounds lik^ a good 
first record by a group who 
will get a lot better, in fact 
most of the members have 
been around for years with  
one Canadian group or 
another, and this record is a 
year old re-release, so maybe 
this is the best they'll o ffer.,
Anway it's pleasant stuff 
fu ll of updated nostalgia for 
fifties boogies and dixieland 
blues. (You can tell they're  
nostalgic because every song 
is either dedicated to , 
derived from  or inspired by 
oldies but goodies like Wilie 
D ixon, Professor Longhair 
and Little  W alter). The 
honky tonky piano is played 
by Rick Bell from  Full T ilt  
B o o g i e ,  w i t h  L a r r y  
Atam anuick from  Seatrain 
doing most of the drums.
A t their best on Tw enty  
Nine Days — a good rocker 
w ith Sonnie Bernhardi's ace 
drumming — they have a ' 
be h in d -c lo s e d  -d oo rs-in -a- 
s m o k e y - r o o m - h a v i n g - a -  
good-time sound, like hot 
dance halls or friendly sleazy 
concerts. A t their worst on : 
Lord Pity Us A ll they 
p r o d u c e  s c h m a l t z y  
hammond organ stuff w ith ' 
rippling talent tim e piano 
and whingeing unsympathe­
tic  words.
A  lot of the tracks are 
loud and confused, and 
Richard "King Biscuit Boy"  
Newell's crass unmusical 
voice, which has a range of 
about half an octave, just 
sounds strained and boring. 
When he's really rocking he 
has a w itty  idiosyncratic 
quality a little  like David 
Bromberg.
The Boogie W alk "about 
Saturday night get-togethers 
that my friends and I used to  
have about 10 years ago and 
about one friend in 
particular who once drove a 
'5 3  Chrysler through the 
wall and the living-room of 
our house" has deep echo 
chamber voice as sinister as 
an R . Crumb Hell's AngeV 
and a Six Days on the Road 
beat, and there's a sweet fast 
version of Georgia Rag w ith  
just voice and two acoustic 
guitars that sounds as though 
it  was recorded outiiirt the 
street 4 0  years ago or the  
other end of the room  
yesterday; also a b it o f slide 
guitar here and there.
Cleo
Laine
Returned
Singer Cleo Laine and, 
her composer husband, John 
Dankworth, made one of the 
few in-concert recordings by 
overseas entertainers in Aus­
tralia, and got rave reviews 
for it early last year.
The couple, which, must 
be the Dame Sybil Thorn­
dike and Sir Lewis Casson — 
the Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers — of sophisticated 
jazz, are returning to Aus­
tralia for another tour.
Dankworth at the end of 
the forties was winning titles 
like top composer, top ar­
ranger, top alto saxophonist 
of the year, and began his 
series of film  them e com- 
positions with the award 
winning We A re The Lam­
beth Boys in 1959, followed  
by Saturday Night and 
Sunday Morning, the Servant, 
Darling, Accident and Mod­
esty Blaise. He also wrote 
the theme music for the 
British T V  series the Aven­
gers.
Cleo Laine began her 
show business career as a 
singer w ith the John Dank­
worth Seven at 7 Pounds 
a week, m arried Dankworth 
in '58  and topped her first 
m illion record sales in 1961.
Described in the New  
Y ork Daily News as having 
a "voice that is sexy, jazzy, 
boppy, bluesy, dramatic and 
humorous" Laine's reper­
toire includes songs with  
lyrics by Shakespeare, Auden, 
T.S. E liot and Spike M il­
ligan. She is also an experien­
ced straight actor who has 
played the title  role in Hedda 
Gabler, starred w ith Robert 
Morely in A  T im e to Laugh, 
and acted both H ippolyta  
and Titania in Frank Dun­
lop's production of a M id­
summer Night's Dream.
The Magic Bus is a double decker bus SYDNEY DEPARTURES: June 30, July
that a guy has converted to run over to 
Perth to meet the ships sailing north etc.
18, August 5, 23 and then every 18 days.
Seems like a reasonable price, so here it PERTH DEPARTURES: July 9, 27,
is :- August 14, September 1 then every 18
NB: The Magic Bus can also take you 
from or to Adelaide.
days.
Adelaide — Sydney $13! ADELAIDE DEPARTURES: To Perth
Adelaide — Perth $33! July 2, 20, August 7, 25 and then every
Scheduled departures 9 am entrance 18 days.
Adelaide Railway Station. To Sydney July 14, August 1, 19,
INFORMATION: From your nearest September 6 and then every 18 days.
Magic Bus agent (American Express etc.),
or, in Sydney. ALL DEPARTURES AT 7 am SHARP
Magic Bus, AT CENTRAL RAILWAY STATIONS
Flat 1, IN EACH CITY.
2 New Beach Road, 
Darling Point NSW 2027.
For more information write to Magic Bus
For $2 .00  — children 
free — you can play in a 
football game umpired by 
ace Carlton footballer, Brent 
Crosswell (bring your guern­
sey or borrow at the ground) 
see the stars from  Bel I bird 
and Homicide, and listen 
to two bands. For kids 
there's a magician, tug of 
war, challenge race, and sack 
race.
Anybody can try for the 
team — "boys and girls, we 
don't care if we've got 80  
on the side" — fighting 
shoulder to shoulder with  
bar tenders and patrons of 
the A lbion, Lemon Tree and 
Clyde.
Get your tickets and free 
map of how to get there 
now from  Peter Roussos at 
347-3363; bring a knife and 
fork and plate; and remember- 
the proceeds go to the Eye 
and Ear Hospital for the 
purchase of an Urgent Piece 
of Equipment.
Pubs 
& Discos
Q Club
Sat June 23  — Mississippi, 
One Ton Gipsy,
Buffalo Drive 
Sat June 30 — Ariel in 
Concert, Mulga Bill 
Sat July 7 — Billy Thorpe  
and the Aztecs, Hush, 
Barf
Sat July 14 — Mushroom  
Night, Madder Lake, 
Dingos, Syd Rumpo
Iceland
Sun June 24 — Flake 
Sun July 1 — Pirana 
Sun July 8  — Up 
Sun July 15 — LaDeDas 
Sun July 22 — Carnival
Southside 6 (afternoons) 
Sat June 23 — Flake 
Sat July 7 — Clockwork 
Strawberry
Sat July 14 — LaDeDas 
Sat July 21 — Red House 
Roll Band
Sundowner (Geelong)
Fri June 22 — Red House 
Roll Band
Sat June 23 — Rondells 
Wed June 27 — Mighty 
Kong
Thur June 28 — Myriad 
Fri June 29 — Red House 
Roll Band
Sat June 30 — Rondells 
Wed July 4 — Up 
Thur July 5 — Clockwork 
Strawberry
Fri July 6 — Red House 
Roll Band
Sat July 7 — Rondells 
Wed July 11 — LaDeDas, 
Aztecs
Fri July 13 — Red House 
Roll Band
Sat July 14 — Rondells
Stanleys Stomp Station 
Fri June 22 — Gary 
Young's Hot Dog 
Sat June 23  (arvo) — 
Country Radio 
Tues June 26 — Sayla 
Thur June 28 — Dingos 
Fri June 29 — Buffalo 
Drive
Sat June 30 — Pirana 
Tues July 3 — Myriad 
Thur July 5 — Ariel 
Fri July 6 — Mighty Kong 
Sat July 7 — Home 
Tues July 10 — Sayla 
Thur July 12 — Gary 
Young's Hot Dog 
Fri July 13 — Baiyana 
Sat July 14 — Tank
Easy Rider
Fri June 22 — Big Push 
Sat June 23 — Fantasy 
Wed June 27 — Colored 
Balls
Thur June 28 — Red House 
Roll Band
Fri June 29 — Big Push 
Sat June 30 — Fantasy 
Wed July 4  — Colored 
Balls
Thur July 5 — Red House 
Roll Band
Fri July 6 — Big Push 
Sat July 7 — Phase 2 
Wed July 11 — Colored 
Balls
Thur July 19 — Red House 
Roll Band
Fri July 20 — Big Push
Croxton Park 
Wed June 27 
Sat June 30  
Sun July 1 -  
Wed July 4  —
Tank
Sat July 7 - 
Sun July 8 
Wed July 11 
Roll Band 
Sat July 14 —
Sun July 15 -  
Wed July 18 -
LIBERATION
RED HOT 
ALBUM 
IMPORTS
1 5 5  G U 1 ÌV IL L 1 ! S T .P K A H K A N
Open till 9.00pm Wednesday and Thursday till 9.00pm Friday It all day
Our latest shipment 
of imports is a 
serious attempt to 
supply the rarest & 
finest import albums 
earlier than our 
competition. Try 
us.
— Pirana
- Big Push 
Fantasy 
Thorpe,
Big Push
- Fantasy
— Red House
Big Push
- Fantasy
-  Up
Cave (Ormond Hall)
Sun June 24 — Flake, Tank, 
Red House Roll Band 
Sun July 1 — Red House 
Roll Band, Pirana
Hosies
Every Thursday
Exchange Hotel 
Every Saturday
Up
Up
TO flcOUEOTlse. 
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QUEENSLAND NEW SOUTH WALES
BRISBANE 
230 Edward Street 
21 7320
SYDNEY
120 Castlereagh Street 
61 8083
BRISBANE 
Queen Street 
21 7369
UPPER MT. G R A VA TI 
Garden City 
49 9968
INDOOROOPILLY 
Shoppingtown 
78 5816
FORTITUDE VALLEY  
191 Brunswick Street 
52 4367
SYDNEY 
11-13 The Strand 
25 3069
SYDNEY 
Centrepoint 
28 6902
SYDNEY 
Angel Arcade
BONDI JUNCTION 
472 Oxford Street 
389 8008
CROWS NEST 
443 Pacific Highway 
43 4558
PRICES: 1. $10.00 2. $27.50 $27.50
A tiny island, 8 miles long and 4 miles wide, found just west pf the larger Mediterranean island — Malta.
With a perfect climate, it exists still in a state of unspoiled simplicity -  fishing, farming, goats, sheep and donkey carts, stone 
houses and beautiful scenery.
It was here — after an exciting trip by ferry from Malta — that we found Gozo wool. Handspun and still in its natural state, it is 
painstakingly handmade into the very special jackets, vests and shawls we show. Using the traditional crafts which have been passed 
down for centuries these island people use wool in natural browns and blacks — colours which are very much 1973 fashion colours.
Making,these garments is a true cottage craft — supply of wool is limited and the amount of work involved means we have unique 
and individual pieces of clothing which are imported into Australia only by our organisation, and in limited numbers.
J fo M á iic re fá s  o j
5. $12.50
isMRjpm
ss
4. $27.50
VICTORIA
MELBOURNE 
185 Elizabeth Street 
67 3754
ARMADALE 
1100 High Street 
50 1465
SOUTH YARRA  
132 Toorak Road 
26 5110
CHATSWOOD 
Wallaceway 
412 3515
BROOKVALE 
Warringah Mall 
93 0213
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
PERTH 
City Arcade 
21 2391
PERTH
840 Hay Street 
21 7454
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
ADELAIDE
38 King William Street
51 5048
DONCASTER 
Shoppingtown 
848 3298
CENTRE PLACE 
The Souk 
63 8873
CAMBERWELL 
853 Burke Road 
82 6636

